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Defib Runners in order of proximity  
to the Defib at Buckland Newton Village Hall 
 

Lisa Peart                  01300 345578 
Keith Darbyshire        01300 345196 
Gill Nell                      01300 345825 
Sandie Stout              01300 345135 
David Morris              01300 345402 
Geri Aitkenhead         07864 195619  

 
The Lydden Vale News is delivered to 
over four hundred households and has 
an excellent online presence via The 
Buckland Newton Community website 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

To promote your business in this space, 
please see the details on page 3 

NOW OPEN EVERY DAY 

 Breakfast Club available from 8am                               

for children aged from 2 years. 

Government Early Years Funding accepted,               

non-funded hours charged at  

Ã4.50 per hourð3 & 4 year olds 

Ã5.00 per hourð2 year olds 

For more information please contact the school office 

on: 01300 345393   

office@bucklandnewton.dorset.sch.uk 

http://www.bucklandnewton.com
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The Bit at the Beginning é. 

So much to do this month ï and more time to do them in with the lighter 

evenings ï hoorah! 

All the verges are full of primroses, daffodils and celandine and the wild 

garlic leaves are ripe for picking before the flowers appear and the leaves 

turn bitter. Determined to pick some myself this year ï for pesto or 

suchlike. Spring is definitely here, and the sunshine just makes everything 

look wonderful. All the more reason to look after our beautiful villages 

(thank you Elodie for your poster) ï the Environment group are also doing 

a fab job, and if you want to learn more about the many local wildflowers 

and trees then pop along on 27
th
 April to Pop Mallers Wood (see page 

17). 

Now the temperature has risen it is a great time to sew a few seeds. Also, 

if you have any plants you no longer want or they could do with splitting, 

then pot a few up as there are still a few weeks until the Buckland Newton 

Plant Sale on 10
th
 May. 

Whatever you get up to in April and the Easter 
holidays, have fun!  

    

                                                                                                                  

                                                                    Amanda 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

The Buckland Newton 
Community Website 

 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

Your local website for up-to-date 
news, events, clubs, groups,  
directories for businesses and 

services - and information about the 
village and its surroundings 

(and the online version of the LVN!) 
------------------------------ 

The opinions implied or expressed in this 
newsletter are not necessarily those of the 
news team nor the publisher. Although every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy neither the 
news team nor the publisher accept liability 
for errors or omissions. Neither the news 
team nor the publisher accepts responsibility 
for any of the services or events advertised 
herein. No responsibility can be accepted for 
unsolicited manuscripts or imagery. The 
editor reserves the right to modify 
contributions. Printed by Sarum Graphics 

 Advertising to: 
 Email:  lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com 
 Advertising fees (wef 1 April 2024)  

Adverts to be sent in Word 
or jpeg formats please. 
(PDF is not compatible!) 

SIZE 1 Month 3 Months 12 Months 
12 Months 

Colour 

ȧ Page* Ã18.50 Ã34.00 Ã76.00 Ã95.00 

ı Page* Ã34.00 Ã67.50 Ã115.00 Ã145.00 

İ Page Ã67.50 Ã131.00 Ã165.00 Ã206.00 

Full Page Ã82.00 Ã197.00 Ã331.00 Ã415.00 

Publication Deadline: 
The deadline for submissions is on the 18th of every month 
 

Text, Photographs, Community Messages, Enquiries, etc. to Amanda at: 
 
Email:   lyddenvalley@gmail.com  
 
Meetings/interviews: arranged via email  

* ȧ Page Landscape please. ı Page Portrait - unless full width of page, 
in which case Landscape. Thank You! 
 

The LVN is a great place to advertise covering a broad and diverse area, 
whether you have a colour or mono advert! Kindly mention the Lydden Vale 
News when responding to advertisements. 
 

This Monthôs Front Cover Credit:  Poster by Elodie Franklin 

mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
http://www.bucklandnewton.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com


п 

WHATôS ON - APRIL 2025  

Thursday 3rd and 17th April - 2 pm                                                                                                                             

KNIT AND NATTER  

We meet fortnightly on Thursday afternoons at the Gaggle of Geese, 2-4 pm 

This is a very informal group - open to everyone. All crafts and skills levels very welcome. 

And é. about half-way through the session - we have cake !! 

 

If you would like to know more, please do call either Lyn (01300 345739) or Jane (01300 345477) 

Or - just come along to a session.   You will be very welcome.  

 

See below - some items for some very lucky babies ééé. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

****************************************************************************************************************** 

Wednesday 9
th
 April - 7.30 pm 

LYDDEN VALE GARDENING CLUB - BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE HALL    (See page 11 for details) 

********************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Saturday 5
th
 April 12 ï 2 pm 

LENT LUNCH - PURBECK HOUSE, BUCKLAND NEWTON        (See page 21 for details) 

********************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Saturday 5
th
 April - 3 pm 

óALL ABOARD THE MARY ROSEô ï BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE HALL       (See page 6 for details) 

********************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Friday 11
th
 April ï 12.15 pm 

2
ND
 FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB                                                                                                                                  

Last month we had a very enjoyable outing to The Saxon Arms in Stratton. They never disappoint.                                                                     

Something rather special awaits us this month. On 11th April we will celebrate the 20th anniversary of the 

formation of our Lunch Club. Our first ever lunch took place in Buckland Newton Village Hall, and it is very 

appropriate that we meet there on this occasion. Please plan to arrive at about 12.15 for a 12.45 pm start. 

The menu is as follows: 

Poached Salmon with a watercress sauce                       

Chicken Pie                                                                       

Pulled Pork in a BBQ sauce                                                      

All served with new potatoes, mini carrots, leeks and peas 

Rhubarb Crumble                                                           

Baked Chocolate Cheesecake                                            

Lemon and Ginger Crunch Tart                                                  

All served with custard or creamШ 

As always, if you have not already done so, please confirm your attendance to Bridget Hodges (01300 345493). 

                                                                                                                                                                                Janet Sealy 

*********************************************************************************************************************************************** 
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Monday, Tuesday and Friday 

POST OFFICE 9am-12 noon  Buckland Newton Village Hall 

Friday 25th April - 10.30 am                                                                                                                               
BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE CAF£ 

Held on the last Friday of every month in Buckland Newton Village Hall from 10.30 - 12 noon. 
 
Ã1.50 for tea/coffee and Cake. 
 
Open to everyone - locals and visitors. 
 Lyn Cox 01300 345739     Liza Hill 01300 345230 
 
 
*********************************************************************************************************** 

Saturday 12
th
 April 10.30 ï 12.30 pm 

COFFEE MORNING ï PULHAM VILLAGE HALL                (See page 6 for details) 

********************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Friday 25
th
 April - 7.30 pm 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING ï PULHAM VILLAGE HALL           (See page 12 for details) 

********************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Saturday 26
th
 April 10.30 - 12.30 pm 

COFFEE MORNING ï PULHAM VILLAGE HALL         (See page 12 for details) 

 

********************************************************************************************************************** 

Wednesday 30
th
 April - 7 pm 

SHERBORNE SCHOOL JAZZ ENSEMBLE ï HOLY ROOD CHURCH, BUCKLAND  NEWTON                    
(See page 20 for details) 

 

 

**************************************************************************************************************************** 

Sunday 27
th
 April - 10.30 am 

SPRING WOODLAND WILDFLOWER AND ANCIENT TREE SURVEY    (See page 17 for details) 

*********************************************************************************************************************************************** 

SAVE THE DATE: 

Saturday 10
th
 May 10 ï 12 pm 

BUCKLAND NEWTON PLANT SALE 

******************************************************************************************************************************************** 
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Open Mic Night - Wednesday 2
nd
 April ï pop down from 8pm to 10pm to enjoy local         

musicians. Or be brave and join in with a song or two. 

²ƛƭƭƻǿ ²ŜŀǾƛƴƎ - ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ нƴŘ !ǇǊƛƭ - ŀ Řŀȅ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǿƛƭƭƻǿ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ŦƻǊ 

ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦ [ǳƴŎƘΣ ǘŜŀ ϧ ŎŀƪŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΗ ¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ Ǿƛŀ ǿǿǿΦǝŎƪŜǘǎƻǳǊŎŜΦŎƻΦǳƪκƎŀƎƎƭŜ ƻǊ ōȅ      
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōΦ 

Knit & Natter - Thursday 3
rd
 & 17

th
 April - the fortnightly crafting group. Free to attend. Bring a 

project and perhaps some cake! 2 til 4pm 

Axe Throwing & Archery!  -  Saturdays in April ï we have teamed up with Glen from    
Dorset Medieval Archery to offer axe throwing in the Gaggle gardens 4pm to 7pm. Be taught the 
art of axe throwing and then see if you can win a prize by setting the highest score of the day! 
No need to book, just pop along and have a go for just Ã6.  

Bookable archery sessions in the Gaggle gardens are now also available through 
www.dorsetmedievalarchery.co.uk  

Easter Weekend - 18
th
, 19

th
 & 20

th
 April ï bring the kids along to enjoy the Gaggle gardens 

and follow clues on our Easter Treasure Hunté. whilst you enjoy a drink and bite to eat! 

Pub Quiz - Wednesday 23
rd
 April ï our popular Gaggle pub quiz. Fun evening of head 

scratchers, cryptic clues and general knowledge. Teams of up to 6. Ã2 per person or free if you 
dine before the quiz. Booking required. Future quiz date Wednesday 30

th
 April 

Gaggle Birthday ï Saturday 3
rd
 May ï join 

us in celebrating having been open for 7 years! 
Be great to see the village community for live 
music with Nina Garcia and evening food in the 
garden.  

Summer Craft Fayre ï Saturday 31
st
 May. 

Let Sarah know if you would like a stall 

Gagglefest ï Saturday 26
th
 July ï our annual 

family friendly music festival. Tickets on sale 
over the bar and via www.ticketsource.co.uk/
gaggle 

 

 

 

 

ϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝ 

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/gaggle
http://www.dorsetmedievalarchery.co.uk
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/gaggle
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/gaggle
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News from Cerne Abbas Surgery 
 
Get Moving This Active April! 

April is the perfect time to shake off the winter blues and get moving! Active April encourages everyone 

to find fun and enjoyable ways to stay active - whether itôs a brisk walk in the fresh air, a local fitness 

class, or simply dancing around the kitchen! 

Regular physical activity boosts both physical and mental well-being, helping to improve mood, reduce 

stress, and keep your heart healthy. No matter your age or fitness level, thereôs an activity for you. 

Why not set yourself a goal this month? Take small steps toward a more active lifestyle and feel the  

benefits! Letôs make April a month of movement! 

 

Dispensary Lunch-Time Closure Reminder 

Please be aware that our dispensary is closed daily between 1:00 ï 2:00 pm. During this time, no     

medication can be collected, and staff will not be available to assist with queries. We kindly ask patients 

to plan their visits accordingly. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

 

April is Autism Awareness Month 

Autism Awareness Month is a time to celebrate, support, and advocate for individuals with autism.      

Autism is a lifelong neurodevelopmental condition that affects how people communicate, interact, and 

experience the world around them. 

By increasing awareness and understanding, we can create a more inclusive and accepting society. 

Small acts - such as learning about autism, being patient, and embracing neurodiversity - can make a big 

difference. 

This April letôs celebrate the strengths, talents, and contributions of autistic individuals and work towards 

a world where everyone feels valued and supported. Together, we can make a difference! 

 

April is Bowel Cancer Awareness Month 

Bowel cancer is the fourth most common cancer in the UK and the second leading cause of          

cancer-related deaths. The good news? Itôs treatable and curable - especially when caught early. 

Key symptoms to look out for: 

¶ Persistent changes in bowel habits (diarrhoea, constipation, or needing to go more often) 

¶ Blood in your stool (without other causes like piles) 

¶ Unexplained weight loss 

¶ Ongoing abdominal pain, bloating, or discomfort 

Feeling like your bowel hasnôt fully emptied 

Screening saves lives! The Bowel Cancer Screening age is being reduced in the South West from 60y 

to now include everyone 50y upwards. 

If you have symptoms or a family history of bowel cancer, donôt wait - speak to your GP. Early detection 

is key, and getting checked could save your life. 

                                                                                                                Cont . . . 
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Buckland Newton Community Car Scheme 

 

Want to visit town, the hairdressers or just meet a friend for coffee?                                                       

Perhaps you have a medical appointment?                                                                                      

Our volunteer drivers offer a door-to-door service for residents of the 

Buckland Newton parish.                                 

A return journey to Dorchester or Sherborne costs approximately Ã11.00.                                                      

For more information, please ring 07733 849264 or email 

bncarscheme@gmail.com. 

 Buckland Newton Village Hall 

 
Superb light and airy venue for Hire 

Kitchen, Covered Patio, Stage, Bar Area, Disabled Facilities and Wi-Fi 
 Weddings from Ã220   Childrenôs Parties, Local Events and regular hire from Ã12 an hour  

Call Ian Scott (Booking Secretary) for more information 01300 345455                                                         
or bnvillagehall@gmail.com - please use óHall Bookingô in subject title 

 

April is Testicular Cancer Awareness Month ï Check Yourself! 

Testicular cancer is the most common cancer in young men aged 15-45, but the good news is that 

itôs highly treatable - especially when caught early. Thatôs why regular self-checks are so important! 

How to Check Yourself: 

Perform a self-exam once a month, ideally after a warm bath or shower. 

Gently roll each testicle between your thumb and fingers, feeling for any lumps, swelling, or  

changes in size or shape. 

If you notice anything unusualðdonôt panic! Not all lumps are cancerous, but itôs crucial to speak to 

your GP as soon as possible. 

Know the Signs: 

¶ A lump or swelling in one testicle 

¶ A dull ache or heaviness in the scrotum 

A sudden change in size or shape 

Testicular cancer has a high survival rate, but early detection is key. This April, take a few minutes to 

check yourself and encourage the men in your life to do the same! 

                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                     Logan Mitchell 
 
 
*********************************************************************************************************************** 
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Hard Wood Logs for Sale 

Ash, Beech and Oak seasoned logs 

 

Free delivery within 20 mile radius of  

Buckland Newton  
 

Dumpy Bag £100  
 

Contact 

01963 23733 ~ 01300 345338 ~ 07903 535745 
 

 

 

 

DOMESTIC REPAIRS 
 

WASHING MACHINES - TUMBLE DRYERS 

FRIDGES - FREEZERS - COOKERS 

DISHWASHERS - MICROWAVES 

No callout charge . Prompt, competitive service 

7 days a week, 24 hours a day 

IAN COOMBS 

07572 918745 

 

TONY PERRETT 

FENCING CONTRACTOR 

For all types of garden, paddock & farm  

FENCING 

Established over 10 years 

Free Advice & Quotes 

The Old Stables, Middlemarsh 

Tel: 01963 205050  

Mobile: 07971 296 992 
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PESTWRIGHT 
 

Traditional Mole Catcher   
Rats, Mice, Squirrels etc 

 

BPCA qualified and insured 
 

Call Jim on  
 07854 395112 

www.pestwright.co.uk 

Lydden Vale Gardening Club 

On Wednesday 12
th
 March Club members were treated to an amusing talk with a serious undertone, by 

professional gardener and speaker, Katharine Crouch, entitled ñGrow the Food You Canôt Buyò. Many of 
us try to grow varieties of vegetables that are totally unsuited to our local climate but are readily        
available in the shops. Her advice was ñdonôt waste your time trying to grow themò, rather that we should 
focus food that may be readily available but that we can easily grow in our climate and is much better 
fresh from the garden, together with food that is seldom or never seen in the shops or that we simply 
canôt do without.   

We thought that we had come to a talk that would encourage our production of fresh food, but this really 
was an evening of two talks for the price of one as Katharine went on to explain how she prepares her 
garden produce for the table to share and enjoy with friends. Many of us went home feeling decidedly 
hungry!  

Our next talk is on Wednesday 9th April at 7.15 for 7.30 in Buckland 
Newton Village Hall, when Dorset Horticulturist, Martin Young will      
enlighten members on the subject of ñTrees éOrnamental and     
Fruiting for the Domestic Gardenò.  Martin is one of our regular 
speakers and a mine of information on what is likely to be suitable for 
any garden that is being replanned or expanded. 

                                                                                                 Antony Parson 

  

   

                                                                                                                                            

********************************************************************************* 



мн 

 

Pet Portraits - Dylan - Estate Manager 

Dylan is my tabby cat; he is my soul mate and mentally 
unstable. I love him to bits; heôs lived with me for  nearly 
13 years and is just getting used to me. A naturally   
nervous, scaredy-cat.  Even now I only have to move a 
bit quickly, in the kitchen, for instance, and he is out of 
the cat flap in a flash. He prefers to spend his time      
outdoors. Geoff used to call him our Estate Manager, and 
said his job was to keep out the giraffes. He likes nothing 
better than if I go in the meadow, I call him and hear his 
happy answering howl from afar, then he will follow me to 
the seat for a sit in the sun. He loves early morning moth 
trapping and is now an expert.  Since  being the only cat 
here, he has been so much happier. Winter of course,      
especially as he is older now, he comes indoors more for 
a warmup and always spends the night on my bed,   
purring very loudly, but the summers outside are his    
favourite. Feeding time is very idiosyncratic with Dilly, as 

he will not start to eat his meal until he has had his allotted quota of stroking. It is expected and his   
rightful payment for keeping the giraffes away. 

I have temporarily run out of pets for óPet Portraitsô hence doing my own tabby!  Please ring/email me if your 
pet would like to be featured!                                     

                                                                                          Fizz Lewis 345521 froglewis@hotmail.com 

 

********************************************************************************************************************************* 
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WORLD BOOK DAY 2025 

We had a wonderful day celebrating World Book Day in our school with lots of fantastic activities      

taking place to mark this special day.   

All of our children came to school dressed as their favourite word or book character and we then 

shared all of these amazing costumes in the hall together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before the day, we had set the children two competitions to take part in. These were designing a mask 

and a reading bingo. As you can see from the photos below, we had some great creations with our 

winners taking home a Ã5 book token.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the day all of the children received a book they had chosen which were donated by Waterstones. 

All of the children read with each other in different classes, and we also did a Mask Reader. This is 

where all of the teachers read a story behind a mask and the children had to guess who it was. 

What an amazing day we had and thank you to all of the staff, families and children for making it very 

special!  

Phil Sales (Headteacher)  
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