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Defib Runners in order of proximity  
to the Defib at Buckland Newton Village Hall 
 

Lisa Peart                  01300 345578 
Keith Darbyshire        01300 345196 
Gill Nell                      01300 345825 
Sandie Stout              01300 345135 
David Morris              01300 345402 
Geri Aitkenhead         07864 195619  

 
The Lydden Vale News is delivered to 
over four hundred households and has 
an excellent online presence via The 
Buckland Newton Community website 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

To promote your business in this space, 
please see the details on page 3 

NOW OPEN EVERY DAY 

 Breakfast Club available from 8am                               

for children aged from 2 years. 

Government Early Years Funding accepted,               

non-funded hours charged at  

Ã4.50 per hourð3 & 4 year olds 

Ã5.00 per hourð2 year olds 

For more information please contact the school office 

on: 01300 345393   

office@bucklandnewton.dorset.sch.uk 

http://www.bucklandnewton.com
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The Bit at the Beginning é. 

The Daffodils may be a few weeks early this year, but they are looking 

fantastic. The grass verges definitely look their best at this time of year, and it 

certainly brightens the day. 

If you like to get involved in the community or you just have a little spare time, 

there are a  few appeals for volunteers in this monthôs LVN (see page 8 and 

20 ). If you love chatting to people and eating cake, then running the Tea Tent 

at the Fete could be for you (and a friend/partner?). Iôve been doing this for a 

few years, and it really is a lovely day ï it requires a certain amount of 

organising beforehand, but it is very rewarding and there are plenty of people 

willing to help. Otherwise, if flowers are more your thing, then Holy Rood 

Church are looking for flower arrangers. 

Also, Buckland Newton Village Hall are looking for a new Bookings secretary, 

likewise the Lydden Vale Gardening Club needs a secretary too, and the 

Plant Sale needs a Treasurer. Village life is never dull! 

Happy Easter!                                                             Amanda 
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The Buckland Newton 
Community Website 

 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

Your local website for up-to-date 
news, events, clubs, groups,  
directories for businesses and 

services - and information about the 
village and its surroundings 

(and the online version of the LVN!) 
------------------------------ 

The opinions implied or expressed in this 
newsletter are not necessarily those of the 
news team nor the publisher. Although every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy neither the 
news team nor the publisher accept liability 
for errors or omissions. Neither the news 
team nor the publisher accepts responsibility 
for any of the services or events advertised 
herein. No responsibility can be accepted for 
unsolicited manuscripts or imagery. The 
editor reserves the right to modify 
contributions. Printed by Sarum Graphics 

 Advertising to: 
 Email:  lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com 
 Advertising fees (wef 1 April 2024)  

Adverts to be sent in Word 
or jpeg formats please. 
(PDF is not compatible!) 

SIZE 1 Month 3 Months 12 Months 
12 Months 

Colour 

ȧ Page* Ã20.00 Ã40.00 Ã85.00 Ã110.00 

ı Page* Ã40.00 Ã75.00 Ã125.00 Ã160.00 

İ Page Ã75.00 Ã140.00 Ã175.00 Ã230.00 

Full Page Ã90.00 Ã210.00 Ã350.00 Ã450.00 

Publication Deadline: 
The deadline for submissions is on the 18th of every month 
 

Text, Photographs, Community Messages, Enquiries, etc. to Amanda at: 
 
Email:   lyddenvalley@gmail.com  
 
Meetings/interviews: arranged via email  

* ȧ Page Landscape please. ı Page Portrait - unless full width of page, 
in which case Landscape. Thank You! 
 

The LVN is a great place to advertise covering a broad and diverse area, 
whether you have a colour or mono advert! Kindly mention the Lydden Vale 
News when responding to advertisements. 
 

This Monthôs Front Cover Credit:  Iain Fergusson 

mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
http://www.bucklandnewton.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
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WHATôS ON - APRIL 2026 

Monday and Friday 

POST OFFICE 9am-12 noon  Buckland Newton Village Hall 

Friday 10th April ï 12.45 pm                                                                                                                   

2ND FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB         

Last month we enjoyed a very pleasant lunch at The Green Man. The old bowling alley has been     
transformed into a very elegant dining/party room. 
 
This month, on Friday 10th April we are back in our Village Hall.  Lunch will be served at 12:45 
p.m. 
 
The menu is as follows: 
 
Fruit Juice 
 
Beef Lasagne served with garlic bread  or Quiche Lorraine with mini potatoes 

 
                                      (both served with salad) 
 
                                      followed by Baked Raspberry Cheesecake or Tiramisu 
 
                                     Tea or Coffee 
 

 
If you have not already done so, please confirm your attendance to Bridget Hodges (01300 345493). 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

Thursday 2nd, 16th and 30th April - 2 - 4 pm                                                                                                                              

Our sessions for April will be on Thursdays - 2nd, 16th and 30th 
From 2-4pm at the Gaggle of Geese 
 

Come along and join us with whatever craft you like to do, or come along and 
ñnatterò. 
We have cake at ñhalf-timeò too ! 

Everyone very welcome.  

 
Lyn Cox 01300 345739         Jane Willis 01300 345477 

 

 

************************************************************************************* 

 

Wednesday 8th April  7.15 for 7.30 pm.                                                                                                               

LYDDEN VALE GARDENING CLUB - BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE HALL (See 
page 12 for details) 

*************************************************************************************************************** 

Wednesday 1st April ï 8 pm                                                                                                                               

OPEN MIC NIGHT ï THE GAGGLE OF GEESE (See page 7) 

********************************************************************************************************************************************* 
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Friday 24th April 2026- 10.30 am - 12 pm                                                                                                                                
BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE CAFE 

Cafe will be on Friday 24th April, from 10.30 - 12 noon 

Tea/coffee and cake - Ã1.50 - bargain !! 
 
Letôs hope some lovely Spring weather has started by then. 

Everyone welcome - locals and visitors                                                                                  

[yn Cox 01300 345739            Liza Hill 01300 345230 

 

 

*********************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 

 

 

Date for your diary: 

 

Saturday 2nd May 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS ï THE GAGGLE OF GEESE  (See page 7) 

 

********************************************************************************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

Saturday 9th May ï 10 am til 12 pm  

                                                                                                                  
BUCKLAND NEWTON PLANT SALE (See page16)  

 

 

 

************************************************************************** 

Saturday 11th April ï 10.30 am 

BUCKLAND NEWTON HISTORY GROUP ï THE PARISH PAVILION (See page 11 for details) 

 

********************************************************************************************************************************************* 

 

Saturday 11th April ï 10.30 ï 12.30pm 

PULHAM CHURCH COFFEE MORNING ï THE HALSEY ARMS (See page 6) 

 

******************************************************************************************************************************************** 
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Buckland Newton Village Hall 

 
Superb light and airy venue for Hire 

Kitchen, Covered Patio, Stage, Bar Area, Disabled Facilities and Wi-Fi 
 Weddings from Ã220   Childrenôs Parties, Local Events and regular hire from Ã12 an hour  

Call Ian Scott (Booking Secretary) for more information 01300 345455                                                         
or bnvillagehall@gmail.com - please use óHall Bookingô in subject title 

 

Easter Weekend - Saturday 4
th
 and Sunday 5

th
 April ï bring the kids down for a free Easter 

Treasure Hunt. And Otter Brewery will be doing a ótap takeoverô showcasing their range of ales 
at the Gaggle over the weekend. 

Likely to be a busy weekend so please book if you would like to eat. Pub closed on Easter 
Monday. 

Knit & Natter - Thursday 2
nd
, 16

th 
& 30

th
 April - the fortnightly crafting social group. Free to 

attend. Bring a project and perhaps some cake! 2 til 4pm 

Open Mic Night - Wednesday 1
st
 April & 6

th
 May ï pop down from 8pm to 10pm to enjoy 

and support local musicians. Or be brave and join in with a song or two. 

Pub Quiz - Wednesday 29
th
 April ï our popular monthly Gaggle pub quiz. Fun evening of 

head scratchers, cryptic clues and general knowledge. Teams of up to 6. Ã2 per person or free 
if you dine before the quiz. Booking required.  

Axe Throwing & Archery!  -  we have teamed up with Dorset Medieval Archery to offer 
axe throwing and archery in the Gaggle gardens. Bookable sessions in the Gaggle gardens 
across the week are now available through www.dorsetmedievalarchery.co.uk . óHave a goô axe 
throwing in the Gaggle gardens Saturdays from 4pm; pop along and try to win the best score of the day! 

Birthday Celebration ï Saturday 2
nd
 May ï celebrating another year of us having had the 

Gaggle open 8 years!! The popular band Longdog will be playing in the garden. And we will be 
doing a community group photo (around 6.45pm); a snapshot of the pub & villagers. 

Gagglefest ï Saturday 25
th
 July ï our annual family friendly music festival. Seven bands, two 

stages, kidsô zone, BBQ, laser tag, mobile barber, pizza, axe throwing, three bars and more! 
Tickets on sale now over the bar and via www.ticketsource.co.uk/gaggle 

 

ΨGood news, we have printed more of our Lunch Club cards! If you haven't heard then we offer 
Club members 20% off food weekday lunchtimes! Perfect excuse to treat yourself to lunch at 
the Gaggle! If you don't yet have a card then ask for one next time you dine & pay....you can 
then use it for your next visit! Limited number of Gaggle Lunch Club cards available so don't 
miss out!' 

************************************************************************************************************ 

http://www.dorsetmedievalarchery.co.uk
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/gaggle
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Buckland Newton Village Hall 
 
At the end of February, Buckland Newton Village Hall received the exciting news that its grant            
application to the National Lottery's Awards for All Fund had been successful!  This is a huge relief as 
it saves a lot of fundraising, and means that work can now be undertaken to: 

Repair the veranda 
Relay the patio and replace the surrounding fencing and gates 
Upgrade the electrics in the kitchen 

But we cannot be complacent. The lighting in the main hall needs to be replaced, swapping the old 
bulbs for LED lighting and the Committee is currently seeking quotes for this work. 
 
AND as many of you may have noticed, the curtains around the Hall need updating.  The last quote 
we had for this work was approx. Ã13,000 (including the stage). 
 
The Hall Committee will be holding an Afternoon Cream Tea at the Hall on Sunday 5 July between      
2 - 5 pm, to celebrate all the amazing things that go on at the Hall, and to start to raise funds for the 
ongoing work that needs to be undertaken.  We hope you can join us! 
 
In the meantime, the Hall is looking for a new Bookings Secretary a voluntary role (all members of 
the Hall Committee are volunteers). The role requires approx. 2 hours a week of someone's time and 
attendance at the Hall Committee's quarterly meetings. If you think you can help and would like to give 
something back to your community, please contact Kate Parish, Hall Chair 
at bnvillagehall@gmail.com.  
 
 
 
******************************************************************************************************************** 
 

mailto:bnvillagehall@gmail.com
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ALEX FROST and   

NATHAN CURTIS 
MASTER THATCHERS 

Member of the National 

Society of Master Thatchers. 

Prompt Service, helpful 

advice 

Tel. 07580 050453.             

Email alexfazer6@msn.com 
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In The Buckland Newton Book Corner 
I expect many of you have already read Patrick Galeôs óNotes From An       

Exhibitionô as it was written in 2007. I had somehow missed it, so it was a   

recent discovery for me as the choice for our most recent Book Group book. 

    

It is a layered family drama centred on the life, and aftermath, of a brilliant but 
troubled artist, Rachel Kelly. After Rachelôs death in her studio in Cornwall, her 
family gather and begin to clear through her belongings, including the many   
unfinished paintings and artefacts they find in her attic studio.  
 
From there, the narrative moves back and forth in time, gradually piecing       
together her life through the multiple perspectives of her husband, children, and 
others who knew her. Long-buried secrets begin to emerge about her past, her 
relationships, and the impact she had on each of them.  
 
Rachel is portrayed as a gifted painter whose creativity is closely tied to her struggle with bipolar disorder. 
Her intense highs fuel her art, while her depressive episodes cause emotional damage to those around 
her, especially her family. They had ñlearned to live around her, like people living near a volcano.ò Gale 
presents mental illness as both powerful and destructive through Rachelôs character. He uses the        
description that she was ñboth the storm and the calm after itò and each of her four children are shaped 
differently by her instability. 
 
I found all the characters very believable, although Rachel herself is likeable in her vulnerability and     
creativity, but her behaviour, shaped by her mental illness, often makes her difficult to sympathise with 
consistently. She is best described as complex rather than likeable or unlikeable, as readers may feel 
compassion more than affection with opinions shifting depending on who is narrating and what stage of 
her illness she is in. 
I particularly liked the structure of the novel, which is one of its most important features, and hence its  
title. Every chapter begins with an ñexhibition labelò note about one of Rachelôs artworks or possessions 
that a curatorial óvoiceô describes. The following chapter then reflects in some way on the object or       
artwork using a characterôs voice ï Rachel herself, or one of her family. Thereôs a sense that this          
curatorôs note gives us the official version, the art (which we picture in our imaginations) gives us another 
and the piece of narrative that follows (the characterôs voice) yet another. The truth most probably lies 
somewhere in between all three. 
 
The ending is left unresolved, which I confess to finding a little frustrating, but it serves to reinforce the 
novelôs central message that identity, memory, and truth are inherently fragmented and subjective, 
much like the curated pieces of an exhibition.  
                                                                                                                          Karen Whiter 
 
*********************************************************************************************************************** 

mailto:bngautoservices2001@gmail.com
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Needham Tree Specialists Ltd. 
 

NCH & ND in Arboriculture 

Tree Surgery, Woodland Management 

Hedge Trimming 

Chipping Service 

N.P.T.C. Qualified  (chainsaw & spraying use) 

Fully Insured 

TEL: 07899 924545 or 01258 817382 

Rich Bartlett Flooring Specialist  
 

Carpet and vinyl fitting specialists 
supply and fit or fit only. 

 
Home selection service available. 

We offer a whipping service, make your off  
cuts into mats. 

 
T: 07968 845623 

E: richbartlettflooring@outlook.com 
 

 

PESTWRIGHT 
 

Traditional Mole Catcher   
Rats, Mice, Squirrels etc 

 

BPCA qualified and insured 
 

Call Jim on  
 07854 395112 

www.pestwright.co.uk 
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Buckland Newton History Group 

The History Group is now up and running with an initial eight members interested in researching and   
archiving the history of Buckland Newton. The long-term aim is to publish the results, perhaps as a book 
or on-line. 

The first stage will be to catalogue all the previous research, articles, etc. that have been carried out by 
others over the years, to avoid replicating any research. 

If you have looked into any aspects about the history of the parish or have any relevant old photos,    
documents, etc. that you would be willing to share, please contact us.  

If you would like to join the group, please join us at our next meeting on Saturday the 11th April at 10.30 
am in the Parish Pavilion. 

 

Andy Waring at andywaring12@gmail.com or 
John Baker at johnbaker386@outlook.com  

 

********************************************************************************************************************** 

Buckland Newton Youth Club 
 
It has been another busy month for Buckland Newton Youth Club as members have taken part in 
Buckland Newton's first Children's Literacy Festival, to celebrate the National Year of Reading. 
 
As I write, members have already completed a workshop with Ed from the Bank of Dreams of       
Nightmares, writing a story and script which they will perform on Thursday 26 March. And have        
designed their own scenery with a local illustrator, Alice Loader. 
 
Meanwhile, the BNYC volunteers have been busy getting the Youth Club's allotment ready to be used 
again.  A hot bed has been built in the polytunnel and raised beds have been made to protect the 
crops - we learnt last year that something was needed to prevent the young people from trampling over 
their seedlings!  
 
Sowing will begin in earnest in early April, and it is hoped there will be plenty of food to cook, eat and 
share over the course of this year. 
 
BNYC's Summer programme will be available in next month's LVN but plans include the Wild Camp, 
trips to the beach and Splashdown and another "Bring Your Tractor to Youth Club" night! 
 
To get involved contact Kate Parish, Lead Youth Worker bucklandnewtonyc@gmail.com.  Young       
people need to be in Yr 6 and above to join. 

mailto:bucklandnewtonyc@gmail.com


мн 

LYDDEN VALE GARDENING CLUB  

LAST MONTH - The March talk by Mike Burks of Castle Gardens, as always, was entertaining as well as 
informative. The subject ñWeed Controlò may have sounded dry but was anything but, and many of us 
learnt a new word, ALLELOPATHY. Mike gave examples of the naturally occurring ALLELOPATHIC 
chemical which can inhibit the growth of neighbouring plants and therefore can be used to deter certain 
weeds e.g. Tagetes minuta, a Mexican marigold versus Ground elder, Calendula (Pot marigold) v 
Marestail. These are not overnight cures but can show results long term with patience and replanting's.  

(However inevitably, as managing director of Castle Gardens Mike was obliged to bring a range of óover 
the counterô weed killers!) 

LOOKING AHEADé.Forty members are now signed up for a visit to The Newt** on 6th May.  

And to prepare for this, we look forward to a talk on 8th April by Head of Programming, Arthur Cole. He 
will outline its history, from the days of the Hobhouse Family living at Hadspen House to its more recent 
transformation, begun in 2019, to the gardening phenomenon that is The Newt.  

There are many advantages to club membership, including benefits from being part of Castle Gardens 
Gold Club, along with special rates for visits. For example, normal entrance to The Newt costs the     
proverbial óarm and a legô but for LVGC members the entrance fees in May will be subsidised from club 
funds, there being no coach visit this year. This benefit will also apply to the June visit to the very special 
Walled Garden at Upper Sydling House. 

NB. Those on the list for the May visit will be receiving an email requesting Payment before or at the 
April meeting, to qualify for the special group rate.  

The next Meeting on Wednesday 8th April at 7pm for 7.30pm  

Whether or not you are coming on the visit we hope to see a good number at what promises to be a 
most interesting talk. 

As usual we welcome nonmembers at Ã3pp.  

**For those unfamiliar with The Newt 

It is a working country estate between Bruton and Castle Cary. Set amid farmland, woodland, orchards 
and lakes, is the original Georgian manor house, stable yard and farm buildings, as well as acres of   
formal gardens with a renowned horticultural history.  

The latest incarnation has been created by Italo-French architect Patrice Taravella, who believes a    
garden should be both beautiful and useful. Mixing ornamental and productive elements, the gardens 
are a feast for the eyes and stomach. At their core sits the Parabola, a walled garden concealing an   
apple tree maze; at their edges, diverse woodland provides a sheltered habitat for native wildlife. 

                                                                                                                                Jan Burnett 
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Mostly Moths - Four-spotted Footman 

I see no spots! Thatôs because only the female has this adornment and even then you can only see 
three of them!  Thatôs because like all the footman family of moths, the wings are tightly wrapped 
around the body and the fourth spot is hidden.  So-called óFootmanô because of the resemblance to the 
long stiff coats worn by Victorian footmen.  

The Four-spotted Footman is a very dapper looking moth with its bright yellow forewing. When you first 
see it, it is surprisingly large compared to the ubiquitous Common Footman that can be so numerous in 
July. It used to be a rare sight but in recent years its numbers have increased, especially in the South.  
Both an immigrant and now residential.  Its larval food is lichen.  I caught this chap in August last year. 

First I have ever caught here.                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                Fizz Lewis                                                                                                                      
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