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Defib Runners in order of proximity  
to the Defib at Buckland Newton Village Hall 
 

Lisa Peart                  01300 345578 
Keith Darbyshire        01300 345196 
Gill Nell                      01300 345825 
Sandie Stout              01300 345135 
David Morris              01300 345402 
Geri Aitkenhead         07864 195619  

 
The Lydden Vale News is delivered to 
over four hundred households and has 
an excellent online presence via The 
Buckland Newton Community website 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

To promote your business in this space, 
please see the details on page 3 

NOW OPEN EVERY DAY 

 Breakfast Club available from 8am                               

for children aged from 2 years. 

Government Early Years Funding accepted,               

non-funded hours charged at  

Ã4.50 per hourð3 & 4 year olds 

Ã5.00 per hourð2 year olds 

For more information please contact the school office 

on: 01300 345393   

office@bucklandnewton.dorset.sch.uk 

http://www.bucklandnewton.com
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The Bit at the Beginning é. 

Congratulations to Brandon for his fantastic drawing that graces the 

front cover and to all the runners up of the Buckland Newton 

Primary school Christmas picture competition (page 16). They are 

always so imaginative, and itôs become a lovely tradition to look 

forward to each year. Thank you to Jane Willis for organising this 

with the school and to Sheila Crouch for helping to judge. 

Lots of Christmas events to enjoy and plenty of opportunity to buy 

gifts, sample festive food and drink or join in a rousing Christmas 

Carol or two. My grandson thoroughly enjoyed ódancingô at the 

Gaggle of Geese Christmas Eve Carols last year ï who knew you 

could dance to Carols! But why not ï it is a month of letting your 

hair down, wearing something sparkly and partying with friends and 

family. And I think it is such good therapy. 

Januaryôs issue of the LVN will be a week late (as always) due to 

the printers being closed for the holidays and I will be too busy 

enjoying myself!! 

Whatever you are doing over the 

holidays and in the weeks before, have 

a FAB-U-LOUS time!                                                                                        

                                          Amanda 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

The Buckland Newton 
Community Website 

 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

Your local website for up-to-date 
news, events, clubs, groups,  
directories for businesses and 

services - and information about the 
village and its surroundings 

(and the online version of the LVN!) 
------------------------------ 

The opinions implied or expressed in this 
newsletter are not necessarily those of the 
news team nor the publisher. Although every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy neither the 
news team nor the publisher accept liability 
for errors or omissions. Neither the news 
team nor the publisher accepts responsibility 
for any of the services or events advertised 
herein. No responsibility can be accepted for 
unsolicited manuscripts or imagery. The 
editor reserves the right to modify 
contributions. Printed by Sarum Graphics 

 Advertising to: 
 Email:  lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com 
 Advertising fees (wef 1 April 2024)  

Adverts to be sent in Word 
or jpeg formats please. 
(PDF is not compatible!) 

SIZE 1 Month 3 Months 12 Months 
12 Months 

Colour 

ȧ Page* Ã18.50 Ã34.00 Ã76.00 Ã95.00 

ı Page* Ã34.00 Ã67.50 Ã115.00 Ã145.00 

İ Page Ã67.50 Ã131.00 Ã165.00 Ã206.00 

Full Page Ã82.00 Ã197.00 Ã331.00 Ã415.00 

Publication Deadline: 
The deadline for submissions is on the 18th of every month 
 

Text, Photographs, Community Messages, Enquiries, etc. to Amanda at: 
 
Email:   lyddenvalley@gmail.com  
 
Meetings/interviews: arranged via email  

* ȧ Page Landscape please. ı Page Portrait - unless full width of page, 
in which case Landscape. Thank You! 
 

The LVN is a great place to advertise covering a broad and diverse area, 
whether you have a colour or mono advert! Kindly mention the Lydden Vale 
News when responding to advertisements. 
 

This Monthôs Front Cover Credit:  Brandon - Year 5 

mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
http://www.bucklandnewton.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
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WHATôS ON - DECEMBER 2025  

Monday, Tuesday and Friday 

POST OFFICE 9am-12 noon  Buckland Newton Village Hall 

Friday 5th December ï 12.30 pm 

2
ND
 FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB     

Last month, on a really wet Friday, Lunch Club members had a most enjoyable outing to 
The Gaggle where they had an excellent meal followed by the AGM. 
 
At the AGM it was agreed that from January 2026 the charge to members when we eat out 
would be Ã12 (an increase of Ã2).   
 
 
 
   
This month we will meet for our last get together in 2025 on Friday 5th December, 

12:30 p.m. for a 12:45 p.m. start.  We are back in Buckland Newton Village Hall for a traditional Christmas dinner brought to us 
by caterer Helen Furness. So, no cooking for our helpers but unfortunately there is no escape from the washing up.    
 
Every year we have a Secret Santa moment when we each bring a wrapped present to go into a sack, and everyone has a 
chance to pick something memorable. It has been suggested that members might like to spend between Ã5 - Ã10 on a gift. 
Please indicate on the outside of your present whether it is for a male or female. 
 
For those perhaps new to the area, the Lunch Club reaches out to people who may be feeling lonely, isolated or perhaps no 
longer able to drive, but who would welcome the chance to enjoy a home-cooked lunch and perhaps get to know other village 
folk. Itôs not always easy to take that first step and decide to join a lot of strangers for a meal, but Iôm sure you already know that 
Dorset people are some of the friendliest you could hope to meet and that is certainly true of our Lunch Club. 
 
It is still only Ã10 for a home-cooked two course meal. There is a fruit juice on arrival and a choice of two main courses and    
puddings. And lastly Tea or Coffee. 
 
                Would you like to become one of our volunteer helpers?   
                Duties include Washing Up. Waiting at tables.  And a free lunch. 
        
Lastly: If you would like to join us and have not already done so, please contact Bridget Hodges (01300 345493). 
                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

 

Friday 5th December - 5-7 pm 

FBNS CHRISTMAS FAIR ï BUCKLAND NEWTON SCHOOL HALL    

 (See page 6) 

 

 

 

*************************************************************************************************** 

Wednesday 3
rd
 December ï 8pm 

OPEN MIC NIGHT ï THE GAGGLE OF GEESE (See page 7) 

 

 

*********************************************************************************************************** 
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Friday 30th January 2026- 10.30 am                                                                                                                                 
BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE CAFE 

There is no Cafe in December - I am sure everyone will be ñotherwise occupiedò. Happy Christmas to all.                                  

See you at the January cafe on Friday 30th.                                                                                                 

Lyn Cox  345739         Liza Hill 345230 

************************************************************************************************************************************************ 
 

Thursday 11th December - 2.30 pm                                                                                                                             

KNIT AND NATTER  

We have just one session in December - on Thursday 11th December from 2.30-4 .30pm at the Gaggle of Geese. Starting later 

due to the pub hosting the school Christmas lunch. 

 

Everyone welcome.  All crafts and skills levels. 

We continue to get new members which is great - we must be doing something right !  

[ȅƴ /ƻȄ лмолл опртоф        WŀƴŜ ²ƛƭƭƛǎ лмолл опрптт 

 

 

* 

 

 

********************************************************************************************************************************************** 

 

Wednesday 24th December  

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CAROLS ï THE GAGGLE OF 
GEESE (See page 7) 

**************************************************************************************** 

Saturday 13
th
 December ï 10.30 am 

CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING ï HOLWELL VILLAGE HALL (See page 6) 

 

********************************************************************************************************* 

Saturday 6th December ï 10-12 am 

HOLY ROOD CHURCH CHRISTMAS FAYRE (see page 6) 

 

************************************************************************************************************************ 
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Holy Rood Christmas Fayre  

Saturday 6th December  

Doors open at 10am till 12noon for Bacon Butties, tea, coffee and 

mince pies, just the right start to browsing the wide assortment of 

stalls.  Everything you could need to get organised from a Wreath for 

the front door to cakes and mince pies for the larder, not forgetting 

lovely preserves to go with anything from toast to turkey! 

 

The Christmas trees will be ready for children to come and decorate. David Morris and friends will be 

playing a selection of festive tunes. Karen is bringing her beautiful scented candles and promises some 

other surprises too they are   always lovely and unusual pieces, hard to give away as presents so you 

may need to buy more than one!  Of course there will be cards as well, with a Bring & Buy plus the 

normal Raffle for which we have some lovely prizes. 

Come and join us for a relaxed, sociable morning, you'll be entertained, watered and 

fed in true festive style, Christmas shopping will be a pleasure!  

 

Holy Rood Church, Buckland Newton 10-12 Saturday 6 December 
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ALEX FROST and   

NATHAN CURTIS 
MASTER THATCHERS 

Member of the National 

Society of Master Thatchers. 

Prompt Service, helpful 

advice 

Tel. 07580 050453.             

Email alexfazer6@msn.com 
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Open Mic Night - Wednesday 3
rd
 December ï pop down from 8pm to 10pm to enjoy local 

musicians. Or be brave and join in with a song or two. 

Knit & Natter - Thursday 11
th
 December - the fortnightly crafting social group. Free to attend. 

Bring a project and perhaps some cake! 2.30 til 4.30pm 

Pub Quiz - Wednesday 17
th
 December ï our popular Gaggle Christmas pub quiz. Festive fun 

evening of head scratchers, cryptic clues and general knowledge. Teams of up to 6. Ã2 per   
person or free if you dine before the quiz. Booking required. Future quiz date Wednesday 28

th
 

January. 

Christmas Carols ï Sundayôs 7
th
, 14

th
 & 21

st
 December ï fantastic to be supporting the 

community in carol singing practices at the Gaggle, Sunday evenings throughout December 
from 5.30pm. All ages welcome! And then on Christmas Eve, an evening of carols, mulled wine 
and festive cheer! 

Christmas Opening Times  

Monday 22nd & Tuesday 23rd December ï closed 

Wednesday 24
th
 ï Christmas Eve ï open all day from 11.30am for drinks, food and an evening 

of carol singing & festive cheer! Book if you would like to eat. 

Christmas Day ï open for drinks from midday until 2pm. Christmas jumpers optional! 

Boxing Day ï closed 

January Break ï to give us and our team a break, the pub will be closed from Friday 26th
 

December. Re-opening from 2pm on Thursday 22
nd
 January. 

 

ϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝ 

mailto:bngautoservices2001@gmail.com
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Buckland Newton Youth Club 

 

For some reason I always find it difficult to plan the Youth Club's Autumn          
programme, but looking back over the last few weeks so much has happened. 

BNYC members and volunteers have: 

 

~Tidied the allotment ready for the Spring and celebrated Halloween with homegrown pumpkins. 

~Run our annual car wash fundraiser, raising over Ã450 to help subsidise the cost of Youth Club        
activities. 

~Taken part in a yoga class with Melissa the yoga teacher. 

~And, most recently members have had a fantastic evening making gingerbread houses at Oxfords  
Bakery in Alweston. 

 

With only a week to go until December, the Youth Club is looking forward to going Ringo-ing at      
Warmwell, and its Christmas Party, before rehearsals start for the Pantomime in a Day in January 2026. 

Make sure you save the date!  "A Touch of Snow White" on Tuesday 20 January at 6.30 pm at        
Buckland Newton Village Hall,                                                                    

                                                                                                                           Kate Parish 
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J A S P E RS 

HAIR SALON 
 

Your friendly local salon providing 

exceptional results 

 

Check out our new website -  

www.jaspershairsalon.co.uk 
 

OPENING TIMES 
  Monday:   Closed 

  Tuesday:   9.00am-4.00pm 

  Wednesday:  9.00am-6.00pm 

  Thursday:   9.00am-5.00pm 

  Friday:    9.00am-7.00pm 

  Saturday:   8.30am-1.30pm 
 

Donôt forget to ask about our Loyalty 

cards and special offers 

01300 348 569 

Main Street, Piddletrenthide, DT2 7QL 

 



мл 

 

Hard Wood Logs for Sale 

Ash, Beech and Oak seasoned logs 

 

Free delivery within 20 mile radius of  

Buckland Newton  
 

Dumpy Bag £100  
 

Contact 

01963 23733 ~ 01300 345338 ~ 07903 535745 
 

PATRICK NEEDHAM 
 

NCH & ND in Arboriculture 

Tree Surgery, Woodland Management 

Hedge Trimming 

Chipping Service 

N.P.T.C. Qualified  (chainsaw & spraying use) 

Fully Insured 

TEL: 07899 924545 or 01258 817382 

Bartletts Carpets  
 

Carpet and vinyl fitting specialists 
supply and fit or fit only. 

 
Home selection service available. 

 
We offer a whipping service, make your off  

cuts into mats. 
 

Office -  01963 365724 
Mob - 07968845623 

PESTWRIGHT 
 

Traditional Mole Catcher   
Rats, Mice, Squirrels etc 

 

BPCA qualified and insured 
 

Call Jim on  
 07854 395112 

www.pestwright.co.uk 

Reporting Issues With 
FOOTPATHS or BRIDLE-PATHS       

 
Stephen White, as a Rights of Way Liaison Officer for the Dorset 
Coast & Countryside Service, investigates any issues within the 
parish of Buckland Newton, reporting to Dorset County Council.  

His contact numbers are 

01300 345431 or 07773 283764 
If you prefer to report issues directly to the council, you can do so 

by calling 01305 224463 or online at  
 

www.mapping.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/ 
rightsofway/reportproblem/ 
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Buckland Newton Community Car Scheme 

Want to visit town, the hairdressers or just meet a friend for coffee?                                                               

Perhaps you have a medical appointment?                                                                                                               

Our volunteer drivers offer a door-to-door service for residents of the Buckland Newton 

parish.                                 

A return journey to Dorchester or Sherborne costs approximately Ã11.00.                                                          

For more information, please ring 07733 849264 or email bncarscheme@gmail.com. 

Buckland Newton Environment Group Upcoming Dates  

Winter Walk - Sunday 30th of November 10am - 1pm:  
Join us for a local walk from the village to Whatcombe plain (above Plush) and back. An outdoor social 
and a chance to enjoy some far-reaching views over the Blackmoor vale and the downlands of the  
central Dorset chalk. Roughly 4 miles of walking, including some muddy and steep paths. Comfortable 
outdoor footwear and clothes recommended. Meet outside the Gaggle of geese pub at 10am. Return 
approximately 1pm.  
Contact: Wren Franklin 07776100613 
 
New Year Plant Hunt - Saturday 3rd of January 2026 10:30am - 1pm:  
A light-hearted botanical walk to find as many wild and naturalised flowering plants as we can around 
the village. Part of a national citizen science effort run by the Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland, 
for more information see - https://bsbi.org/take-part/activities/new-year-plant-hunt Meet by the Bus  
shelter opposite the school.                                                                                                                        
Contact: Wren Franklin 07776100613 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The Old Chapel Stores, Buckland Newton 

Holiday Opening Times: 

Christmas Eve                 7 am ï 6 pm 

Christmas Day                 Closed 

Boxing Day                      8 am ï 12 pm 

Then normal hours 

New Years Eve                7 am ï 6 pm 

New Years Day                8 am ï 12 pm then back to normal hours 

 

Evershot Bakery will deliver Christmas Eve then no bread until the following Monday.  

 

Wishing all our customers Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and Thank you for your support 

throughout the year.    

SueШand Pete Nickisson 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

https://bsbi.org/take-part/activities/new-year-plant-hunt
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In The Buckland Newton Book Corner 
 
Even though The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd is  
clearly a book about slavery and the early abolition movement, it 
is also a story of women and sisters. It is a deeply moving        
historical novel inspired by the real lives of Sarah and Angelina 
Grimk®, two sisters who became pioneering abolitionists and 
womenôs rights activists in the early 19th century.  
 
The story is told in alternating chapters by Sarah Grimk®, the  
privileged daughter of a wealthy Charleston slave-owning family, 
and Hetty ñHandfulò Grimk®, the enslaved girl Sarah is given as a 
ñbirthday giftò when both are just eleven years old. 
 
As the two girls grow up, their lives remain intertwined but sharply 
divided by the brutal realities of slavery. Sarah, troubled by the 
injustice she witnesses, secretly teaches Handful to readðan   
illegal act in the Southðand begins to question the values of her 
family and society. Handful, meanwhile, struggles to claim        
autonomy and dignity under the cruelty of enslavement, drawing 
strength from her motherôs stories of her grandmother and the 
loss of óher wingsô after leaving Africa.  Charlotte, Handfulôs   
mother, creates a quilt that chronicles her grandmotherôs trip from 
Africa and Charlotteôs life as a slave. Unable to read and write, 
the quilt becomes a way to tell Charlotteôs story and a way to   
express the inexplicable pain of slavery.   
 
As they grow into young women, both Sarah and Handful embark on paths of resistance.   
 
Sarah moves to the north, becomes a Quaker and fights against the constraints placed on women and 
joined by her sister Nina, becomes a prominent voice in the abolitionist and womenôs rights movements. 
Consequently, they are shunned by their home community, and it becomes dangerous for them to     
return.  Handful fights for freedom in her own courageous, defiant ways, carrying the weight of personal 
loss, hope, and her dream of flight éé.   
 
Through The Invention of Wings Monk Kidd deftly explores themes of freedom, identity, courage,       
sisterhood, and the cost of fighting injustice. There are accounts of the brutalities of slavery that are    
difficult to read at times, but necessary to understand the plight of the enslaved people. Her skill of 
weaving historical fact with rich storytelling is worth committing to ï over 500 pages ï but I can think of 
few better novels to tuck up with over the January winter evenings!  
 
                                                                                                                                                Karen Whiter 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Mostly Moths - The Elephant Hawkmoth 

What a stunner. Iôve been saving this one for Christmas!  Itôs a Common Hawkmoth, large, colourful, and 
if you have *fuchsia in your garden thereôs a chance you might have seen the amazing caterpillar.  Itôs 
very large with fake eyes designed to scare off predators (or gardeners) and looks a bit like an            
Elephantôs trunk. Wild food plants include Rosebay Willow Herb and Great Willowherb. The adult likes to 
feed on Honeysuckle and flies from May to August. Sometimes you can get a few of them in one trap. 
You may remember the photo of two of them perched on Wrenôs hat, Buckland Newton Moth Day last 
June.                                                                                                                                                                      
Incidentally my Christmas/birthday present to myself is a new Robinson Mercury Vapour Lamp Moth 
Trap! Bigger, brighter and attracting more moths! Will I cope? What larks 

*The caterpillar will not kill your fuchsia.                                                              Fizz Lewis 

                                                                                   (Photographs opposite) 
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AQUAHEAT SERVICES 
LIMITED 

Plumbing, Heating & Oil Maintenance & Services 
Reliable and professional service at reasonable rates 

No call out charges 
Free quotes with no obligation 

Fully insured 
 

 
Mobile: 07833 580241 
Email: jim@aquaheatservices.co.uk 

The Elephant 

Hawkmoth 

 

 

 

 

 

******************** 

mailto:jim@aquaheatservices.co.uk
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