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Defib Runners in order of proximity  
to the Defib at Buckland Newton Village Hall 
 

Lisa Peart                  01300 345578 
Keith Darbyshire        01300 345196 
Gill Nell                      01300 345825 
Sandie Stout              01300 345135 
David Morris              01300 345402 
Geri Aitkenhead         07864 195619  

 
The Lydden Vale News is delivered to 
over four hundred households and has 
an excellent online presence via The 
Buckland Newton Community website 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

To promote your business in this space, 
please see the details on page 3 

NOW OPEN EVERY DAY 

 Breakfast Club available from 8am                               

for children aged from 2 years. 

Government Early Years Funding accepted,               

non-funded hours charged at  

Ã4.50 per hourð3 & 4 year olds 

Ã5.00 per hourð2 year olds 

For more information please contact the school office 

on: 01300 345393   

office@bucklandnewton.dorset.sch.uk 

http://www.bucklandnewton.com
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The Bit at the Beginning é. 

Thank you to everyone who responded to my comments in last monthôs LVN 

about the future of the newsletter. The general consensus is that, if possible, 

to keep going with a hard copy for as long as possible. I have been given a 

couple of possibilities, so I will be working on these in the next few months. 

Wish me luck!! 

Lots of interesting stuff to read this month, so thank you to all who contribute. 
After the lull of January, itôs good to see so much happening in February, from 
the regular clubs to quiz nights, music events, shows, coffee mornings and 

even a Teddy Bear Zip wire challenge (who knew!!). Plus, if you love the 
outdoors and like to get your hands dirty, you can get involved with the 
Community workday ï itôs great that we have people who care about where 
we live and do something about it. Letôs hope by then the weather will have 
improved. I know the reservoirs need to be topped up in case we have 
another dry summer, but it is getting a bit tiresome. The good thing is that my 
dog Orla has a cracking new fleece that means we donôt have a wet, muddy 
dog after walks and the inevitable layer of dusty dirt in the house. She doesnôt 

mind wearing it either and, yes, that is her fur ruff! 
I highly recommend Equafleece ï and they come 
in all colours! I have this vision of lots of dogs in 
the village in bright rainbow colour fleeces ï that 
would brighten up a dull day. 

                                             Amanda                                                                                              

******************************************************** 

 

                                                                                             

 

The Buckland Newton 
Community Website 

 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

Your local website for up-to-date 
news, events, clubs, groups,  
directories for businesses and 

services - and information about the 
village and its surroundings 

(and the online version of the LVN!) 
------------------------------ 

The opinions implied or expressed in this 
newsletter are not necessarily those of the 
news team nor the publisher. Although every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy neither the 
news team nor the publisher accept liability 
for errors or omissions. Neither the news 
team nor the publisher accepts responsibility 
for any of the services or events advertised 
herein. No responsibility can be accepted for 
unsolicited manuscripts or imagery. The 
editor reserves the right to modify 
contributions. Printed by Sarum Graphics 

 Advertising to: 
 Email:  lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com 
 Advertising fees (wef 1 April 2024)  

Adverts to be sent in Word 
or jpeg formats please. 
(PDF is not compatible!) 

SIZE 1 Month 3 Months 12 Months 
12 Months 

Colour 

ȧ Page* Ã18.50 Ã34.00 Ã76.00 Ã95.00 

ı Page* Ã34.00 Ã67.50 Ã115.00 Ã145.00 

İ Page Ã67.50 Ã131.00 Ã165.00 Ã206.00 

Full Page Ã82.00 Ã197.00 Ã331.00 Ã415.00 

Publication Deadline: 
The deadline for submissions is on the 18th of every month 
 

Text, Photographs, Community Messages, Enquiries, etc. to Amanda at: 
 
Email:   lyddenvalley@gmail.com  
 
Meetings/interviews: arranged via email  

* ȧ Page Landscape please. ı Page Portrait - unless full width of page, 
in which case Landscape. Thank You! 
 

The LVN is a great place to advertise covering a broad and diverse area, 
whether you have a colour or mono advert! Kindly mention the Lydden Vale 
News when responding to advertisements. 
 

This Monthôs Front Cover Credit:  See page 13 

mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
http://www.bucklandnewton.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
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WHATôS ON - FEBRUARY 2026 

Monday, Tuesday and Friday 

POST OFFICE 9am-12 noon  Buckland Newton Village Hall 

Friday 13th February ï 12.30 pm 

2ND FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB         

This month, on Friday 13 February, we are again in Buckland Newton Village Hall, 12:30 for a 12:45 
start. 
 
Menu: 
 
Fish Pie or Baked Gammon 
 
followed by 
 
Bread & Butter Pudding or Tropical Fruit Pavlova 

 
If you have not already done so, please confirm your attendance to Bridget Hodges ό01300 345493). 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

Thursday 5th and 19th February - 2 - 4 pm                                                                                                                              

Our sessions for February will be on Thursday - 5th and 19th from 2-4 pm at the 
Gaggle of Geese. 
 
Come along and join us with whatever craft you like to do - or come along for the 
ñnatterò. 
 
Everyone very welcome. 

 
 
Lyn Cox 01300 345739         Jane Willis 01300 345477 

**************************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 11th February  6.45 - 7.15 pm. Followed by Meal 7.30 pm 

LYDDEN VALE GARDENING CLUB - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND WINTER SOCIAL -         
THE GAGGLE OF GEESE     (See page 16) 

 

 

*************************************************************************************************************** 

Wednesday 18th ï Saturday 21st February  

PIDDLE VALLEY PLAYERS ï óTHE LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORSô ï BUCKLAND NEWTON          
VILLAGE HALL (See page 6) 

*********************************************************************************************************************************************** 
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Friday 27th February 2026- 10.30 am                                                                                                                                 
BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE CAFE 

Our next Cafe is on Friday 27th February from 10.30 - 12 noon in Buckland Newton       
Village Hall 
¢ŜŀκŎƻũŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƪŜ ϻмΦрл 
9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ 

Lyn Cox 01300 345739            Liza Hill 01300 345230 

****************************************************************************************************** 
 

 

 

Dates for your Diary: 
 
Saturday 7th March 10 am - noon 
IMPORTANT - DEFIB AND CPR PRACTICAL TRAINING MORNING -           
BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE HALL 
 
Led by Alan Hale, who runs an excellent practical session.  Anyone can attend. Ã5 (Runners free) 
Contact Fizz Lewis froglewis@hotmail.com to book a place. 
 
 
************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 

Saturday 14th March 12 ï 2 pm 
LENT LUNCH ï PURBECK HOUSE, BUCKLAND NEWTON  (See page 21 for details)   
 
************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

Sunday 22nd February ï 4.30 pm 

SERENDIPITY CONCERT OF MUSIC AND READINGS ï BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE HALL (See 
page 8 for details) 

 

************************************************************************************************************************************************* 

 

Saturday 21st February 11 am ï 3 pm 
THE GREAT TEDDY BEAR ZIP WIRE CHALLENGE ï HOLY ROOD CHURCH (See page 21 for details) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
********************************************************************************************************* 

Sunday 15th February ï 10.30 am ï 4 pm 

FRIENDS OF POP MALLERS COPPICE ï COMMUNITY WORKDAY (See page 17 for details) 

*********************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Saturday 14th February ï 10.30 ï 12.30 pm 

COFFEE MORNING ï THE HALSEY ARMS , PULHAM (See page 6) 

************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

mailto:froglewis@hotmail.com
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ALEX FROST and   

NATHAN CURTIS 
MASTER THATCHERS 

Member of the National 

Society of Master Thatchers. 

Prompt Service, helpful 

advice 

Tel. 07580 050453.             

Email alexfazer6@msn.com 

. b D !¦¢h {9w±L/9{                 
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/ƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ  

9Ƴŀƛƭ ς ōƴƎŀǳǘƻǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎнллмϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ           

¢ŜƭΦ лмолл опрнну 

 

Knit & Natter - Thursday 5
th
 Feb and the 19

th
 Feb - the fortnightly crafting social group. Free 

to attend. Bring a project and perhaps some cake! 2 til 4pm 

Open Mic Night - Wednesday 4
th
 February & 4

th
 March ï pop down from 8pm to 10pm to  

enjoy and support local musicians. Or be brave and join in with a song or two. 

Six Nations Rugby - catch the key games on the Gaggle projector and with a pint or two! 
Games start from Thursday 5th February. First England game (against Wales) is on Saturday 
7
th
 Feb. 

Valentines - Saturday 14
th
 February ï the candles will be lit and some romantic specials to 

pick from on our Valentines menu. Booking highly recommended! Book via our website or by 
contacting the pub. And if you are singleé. then more than welcome to grab a bar stool and 
prop up the bar for a few pints and a natter! 

Pub Quiz - Wednesday 25
th
 February ï our popular monthly Gaggle pub quiz. Fun evening of 

head scratchers, cryptic clues and general knowledge. Teams of up to 6. Ã2 per person or free if 
you dine before the quiz. Booking required.  

Motherôs Day - Sunday 15
th
 March ï treat Mother to a Gaggle Sunday roast. Tables available 

from midday until 5pm. Book through the pub or our website www.gaggleofgeese.co.uk 

 

Key Dates to look forward toé 

Gagglefest ï Saturday 25
th
 July ï our annual family friendly music festival. Early-bird tickets on 

sale from the start of February over the bar and via www.ticketsource.co.uk/gaggle 

 

ϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝ 

mailto:bngautoservices2001@gmail.com
http://www.gaggleofgeese.co.uk
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/gaggle
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A Caring Community 

It is now twelve months since I returned home from hospital, and Iôd like to       

express my warmest thanks for the óenvelope of careô that Jane and I have      

received. 

From the first day of my return, we have had offers of help and support in so 

many ways: prepared meals, coming in for a chat, shopping, lifts and much more. 

I was an avid reader, but I am now unable to read books myself, so I have       

especially enjoyed the times when people have been kind enough to come and 

read to me, often leading to much laughter and discussion. 

Thank you also for the many good wishes, sent via Facebook, for my 96th      

birthday. My children and I listened as the Bell ringers marked this milestone with 

a quarter peal, which was very special as I was a ringer when I was a young man. 

The team at Cerne Abbas surgery have been a wonderful support, with their swift responses and care 
for my medical needs. I have also been very fortunate to find two local carers to help me, both of 
whom always go that extra mile and manage to mix humour with their skills.  

Everything you have done has made me realise how wonderful it is to live in such a caring community.                         

THANK YOU ALL 

 

Serendipity, the recorder consort that I started in the village almost forty years ago, asked me to 

choose where to donate any money raised at the concert of music and readings that they are giving in 

February in Buckland Newton Village Hall. 

As almost everyone in the community visits the doctorsô surgery, I asked that the money should go 

there and, after discussion with the staff, we are hoping to fund some new chairs, with arms, for the 

waiting room. 

Iôd love it if you could come and join us at this concert. 

                                                                                                                       Pete Willis 

******************************************************************************************************************** 

 

Serendipity Concert of music and readings - Matters of the Heart 

Buckland Newton Village Hall 

Sunday, February 22nd, 2026, starting at 16.30 

 

Tickets at Ã10 (free for children under 15) will be available on the door or from the village stores in 

Buckland Newton and Cerne Abbas (cash only). 

All the money raised will be given to the doctorsô surgery in Cerne Abbas and used to provide new 

chairs, with arms, for the waiting room. 

Do come and join us for an enjoyable afternoon of music and readings, with cake, tea and coffee 

served during the interval. 

Call Jane on 01300 345477 for more details. 

 



ф 

 
Buckland Newton Village Hall 

 
Superb light and airy venue for Hire 

Kitchen, Covered Patio, Stage, Bar Area, Disabled Facilities and Wi-Fi 
 Weddings from Ã220   Childrenôs Parties, Local Events and regular hire from Ã12 an hour  

Call Ian Scott (Booking Secretary) for more information 01300 345455                                                         
or bnvillagehall@gmail.com - please use óHall Bookingô in subject title 

 

Artsreach & Buckland Newton Village Hall present: 

 

 

Buckland Newton Village Hall 

Sunday 1
st
 March 3.30pm 

Tickets: Ã12-50, Ã6 (under 18s) 

Tel: 01300 345455, or from Old Chapel 
Stores or online: www.artsreach.co.uk 

 

ñA demonstration of sass, power and              
self-possession... the company present a     
united energy, a solid sisterhood.ò                  

The Guardian 

 

 

 

 

 

ñWho runs the world? Girls.ò 

Meaning girls in Turkish, KIZLAR is a celebration of what it means to be female. Combining Turkish folk 
dance with stunning athletic movement, this captivating show presents different images of  femininity, 
from the tender to the powerful. 

With an all-female company, KIZLAR transforms traditional male Turkish folk dances into a powerful, 
sensual, and visually stunning performance, accompanied by a hypnotic, rhythmic soundtrack which 
blends Eastern sounds with modern beats. 

Having worked with Ceyda Tanc in a series of workshops, community dance groups Movers & Shakers 
and Dorset Youth Dance will perform a short curtain-raiser ahead of the show. There will also be the 
opportunity to dance socially after the show and learn a few steps from the company. 
Touring Dorset as part of the programme by Artsreach, Dorsetôs rural arts charity.  
 

www.artsreach.co.uk 

********************************************************************************************************************* 

http://www.artsreach.co.uk
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Hard Wood Logs for Sale 

Ash, Beech and Oak seasoned logs 

 

Free delivery within 20 mile radius of  

Buckland Newton  
 

Dumpy Bag £100  
 

Contact 

01963 23733 ~ 01300 345338 ~ 07903 535745 
 

PATRICK NEEDHAM 
 

NCH & ND in Arboriculture 

Tree Surgery, Woodland Management 

Hedge Trimming 

Chipping Service 

N.P.T.C. Qualified  (chainsaw & spraying use) 

Fully Insured 

TEL: 07899 924545 or 01258 817382 

Bartletts Carpets  
 

Carpet and vinyl fitting specialists 
supply and fit or fit only. 

 
Home selection service available. 

 
We offer a whipping service, make your off  

cuts into mats. 
 

Office -  01963 365724 
Mob - 07968845623 

PESTWRIGHT 
 

Traditional Mole Catcher   
Rats, Mice, Squirrels etc 

 

BPCA qualified and insured 
 

Call Jim on  
 07854 395112 

www.pestwright.co.uk 

Reporting Issues With 
FOOTPATHS or BRIDLE-PATHS       

 
Stephen White, as a Rights of Way Liaison Officer for the Dorset 
Coast & Countryside Service, investigates any issues within the 
parish of Buckland Newton, reporting to Dorset County Council.  

His contact numbers are 

01300 345431 or 07773 283764 
If you prefer to report issues directly to the council, you can do so 

by calling 01305 224463 or online at  
 

www.mapping.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/ 
rightsofway/reportproblem/ 
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In The Buckland Newton Book Corner 

óA sad tale's best for winterô, wrote Shakespeare.   

The Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey, suggests that if you face winter 

head-on, as do the childless homesteaders in this story about life in 

Alaska in the 1920s, you may find more hope after sadness than you 

had ever imagined.  

Jack and Mabel have moved from the East coast to start a new life, 

apart from anything to help Mabel get over the grief of having lost her 

only child in childbirth. Life in Alaska is tough and Jack struggles to 

farm his new homestead. Mabel feel lost and has moments of suicidal 

thoughts. Then in the first snowfall of the season, a playful snowball 

fight leads to the couple building a snowman, or more accurately a 

snowgirl. The next morning the snowgirl has vanished along with the 

mittens and scarf that adorned her and Jack sees a ghostly figure, 

possibly a young girl, running in the woodséé. 

Mabel and Jack's only real human contact is with their neighbours, 

George and the brilliantly portrayed Esther and their three sons. None of them know of any missing   

children in the area and have never seen the child that Mabel and Jack claim to have seen. Esther in 

particular thinks that it is some kind of cabin fever induced delusion. But Mabel and Jack claim to have 

met the girl, named Faina - a fairy-like child who visits them in the winter but disappears in the Spring. 

Mabel recalls a book read during her Massachusetts childhood. The book, published in Russian in 1857, 

belonged originally to her father, and tells the story of "Snegurochka," or "the Snow Maiden," a girl,     

half-human and half ice and snow, who comes into the life of a childless old couple. Mabel has           

half-remembered this story, and asks her sister back East to send it to her. Why? She believes that she 

and Jack have fashioned a snow child of their own in front of their cabin and that it has come to life in the 

person of a blond-haired feral girl with a red fox as a mascot. 

Mabel holds to the theory of the snow child's spontaneous origins: "frost ... and snowflake ... turned to 

flesh and bone." But Jack believes otherwise, that this wild child was orphaned at an early age and has 

created a life for herself in the mountains, woods and streams of the Alaskan wilderness.  

Like Faina, the novel itself emerges lifelike and credible, with a delicate interface between fantastic story 

and realism that catches a reader's imagination from the beginning. This is such a heart-warming tale 

about two broken, lost people who slowly but surely find their way towards life and each other again 

through the sudden appearance of a wild child from the woods. 

Many adjectives spring to mind in describing this novel. It is magical, ethereal, gentle, charming,         

beautiful and both sad and uplifting at the same time. The characters feel incredibly real, their emotions 

are genuine and complex. They have doubts and insecurities and beliefs. They go through such        

hardship, still loving each other, but also struggling with their own traumas and insecurities. They fight 

and love and sometimes drift apart then grow back together again. The novel holds moments of great 

human tenderness as well as being hugely atmospheric. 

What I found most admirable is the way Ivey managed to blur the lines between genres. It is both      

magical realism and historical fiction and actual realism, the book hovers on the border between those 

things, somewhere, somehow. Compellingly, as a reader, you can never be completely sure about what 

is actually the truth.  

Which, for me suggests that in some cases, a fantastic story, with tinges of sadness and a mysterious 
onward-pulsing life force, may be best for winter or any season. 

                                                                                                                  Karen Whiter 

********************************************************************************************************************* 
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Buckland Newton Youth Club 
 
By the time the LVN drops through your letterboxes in early February, members of Buckland Newton 
Youth Club in partnership with Buckland Newton School, will have performed "A Touch of Snow White" - 
our 5th Pantomime in a Day since we started this annual dramatic event just after Covid.  This year the 
Pantomime sold out and for some there was standing room only!  Photos will follow next month. 
 
BNYC will be recording its activities this year more closely than ever, because we have decided to    
create a book "A Year in the Life of Buckland Newton Youth Club, and its Allotment".  The book will be 
written in partnership with the young people, and we shall be asking everyone to contribute, not least 
our amazing volunteers without whom the Youth Club would not be possible.   
 
It therefore seems apt that our next big project will be in March when we shall be working with Buckland 
Newton School to provide Buckland Newton's first Children's Literary Festival. 
 
2026 has been decreed (I am not sure by whom) as the National Year of Reading. Sadly, studies have 
shown that whilst levels of literacy amongst children (up to 11) has improved due to reading being 
taught as a skill, young people's literacy levels decline as they become older teens. It is our hope that 
the Literacy Festival will put the joy back into reading for many and encourage everyone young and old 
to pick up a book again for the simple pleasures of letting your mind relax, your imagination roam and 
let yourself unwind. 
 
The Buckland Newton Literary Festival will (of course) be slightly different to others you may have     
experienced. Think a cross between Prokofiev's Peter & The Wolf and The Wind in the Willows. 
 
In week one the children and young people will work with the Bank of Dreams & Nightmares, a creative 
writing organisation based in Bridport, to write their story. 
 
In week two, an illustrator will help the children and young people illustrate their story. 
 
In week three, they will put their story to music. 
 
In week four, the wonderful Jo Simons from Dorchester Youth Theatre will return to work with everyone 
to pull together the story as a performance, that will be performed in the Village Hall. 
 
In between all of this activity, there will be opportunities for grown-ups and families to take part in: 
 

*  A book club night 
*  A scrabble night/competition 
*  An afternoon of children's storytime after school 
 

See the flyer in this edition of the LVN (page 22) for more details and how to book your place(s). 
 
The Toddler group will be getting involved too, with a Rhyme Time provided by Sherborne Library and a 
Morning of Music with the talented Emma House. 
 
Hopefully there will be something for everyone, and you will find the time to support at least one activity 
and get involved! 
 
                                                                                                                   Kate Parish 

 

Buckland Newton Charity Christmas Card ï Results! 

A fantastic Ã406.39 was raised which has been split between The Weldmar Trust and Dorset and 

Somerset Air Ambulance. 

Many thanks to all who donated and signed the card. 

                                                                                                                              Amanda McKenna 
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BUCKLAND NEWTON NEW YEAR PLANT HUNT 

A group of 12 hardy souls joined members of Buckland Newton Environment Group and braved the bitter 
cold to take part in the Buckland Newton New Year Plant Hunt - part of a country-wide citizen science 
survey organised by the BSBI to record flowering wild and naturalised plants.  

We started by the bus shelter opposite the school and immediately found Daisy, Groundsel and the tiny 
Annual meadow grass all flowering beneath the iron fence. We moved on to the Parish Paddock where 
the recent ditch and pond work had made space for a few plants to flower - here we found Water     
chickweed, Figwort and Goldenrod. Then we crossed the fields towards Rew Lane spotting Dandelion in 
flower as we went. On Rew Lane the old hedge banks produced our first Snowdrops, Primrose and 
Dog's mercury. We carried on up Lanscombe Lane ticking off Red Campion and checking Ivy and Hazel 
as we went. Eventually we found these two in flower along Hilling Lane along with Gorse and Holly. As 
we headed for the churchyard, we enjoyed the scent of Winter heliotrope flowers and the mad flowers of 
Butcher's broom which appear to grow from the centre of its leaves. We returned to the start point having 
recorded 33 species and enjoyed some wildflowers in the depths of winter.  

                                                                                                                             

                                                   Wren Franklin 

 

 

                                                       www.bsbi.org 

 

 

*************************************************************** 

 

 



мп 



мр 

 


