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NOW OPEN EVERY DAY 

 Breakfast Club available from 8am                               

for children aged from 2 years. 

Government Early Years Funding accepted,               

non-funded hours charged at  

£4.50 per hour—3 & 4 year olds 

£5.00 per hour—2 year olds 

For more information please contact the school office 

on: 01300 345393   

office@bucklandnewton.dorset.sch.uk 

 
Defib Runners in order of proximity  
to the Defib at Buckland Newton Village Hall 
 

Lisa Peart                  345578 
Keith Darbyshire        345196 
Gill Nell                      345825 
Sandie Stout              345135 
David Morris              345402 
Geri Aitkenhead        345717 

 
The Lydden Vale News is delivered to 
over four hundred households and has 
an excellent online presence via The 

Buckland Newton Community website 
www.bucklandnewton.com 

 
To promote your business in this space, 

please see the details on page 3 

http://www.bucklandnewton.com
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Lydden Vale News Team 
 

Editor 
Amanda McKenna 

lyddenvalley@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
Vincent McKenna 

 
Advertising Manager 

Alan Simmons 
All Enquiries and Adverts to: 

lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com 
 

Reports/Articles/Interviews 
lyddenvalley@gmail.com 

 
Distribution 
Brian Oldroyd 
01300 345535 

 

Distributors 
Pauline Adams 
Bridget Baker 
Nicki Barker 

Tony Belt 
Damian Brothers 

Jane Collins 
Jeremy Collins 
Lesley Docksey 
Bridget Fairlie 
Jenny Jesty 

Thomas King 
David Morris 

John Marjoram 
Jenny Donnelly 

Dick Sealy 
Helen Simpson 

Jane West 
 

Spare copies available from  
The Old Chapel Stores 

 

The Bit at the Beginning …. 

After mentioning last month about the benefits of walking in our 

glorious countryside, and it has been particularly lovely if you can 

avoid the icy bits, there is a piece on Page 10 from John Harris 

giving you a link to lots of walks in Dorset.  

Planning has now begun for the annual Buckland Newton Plant 

Sale. This may seem early and the date is still to be confirmed, but 

if you have a few spare seeds, you can sow some now so that they 

are healthy and strong by the Spring. A tray on a sunny windowsill 

is all you need, if you haven’t got a heated greenhouse. It’s a great 

thing to involve the children with—exciting to see the young shoots, 

so full of promise. 

If you have an event coming up, an interesting hobby you would 

like to share or an idea for a new column, I would love to hear from 

you. 

                                                                                      Amanda 

_____________________________________________________ 

                                                                                             

 

 

 

The Buckland Newton 
Community Website 

 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

Your local website for up-to-date 
news, events, clubs, groups,  

directories for businesses and 
services - and information about the 

village and its surroundings 
(and the online version of the LVN!) 

------------------------------ 

The opinions implied or expressed in this 
newsletter are not necessarily those of the 
news team nor the publisher. Although every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy neither the 
news team nor the publisher accept liability 
for errors or omissions. Neither the news 
team nor the publisher accepts responsibility 
for any of the services or events advertised 
herein. No responsibility can be accepted for 
unsolicited manuscripts or imagery. The 
editor reserves the right to modify 
contributions. Printed by Sarum Graphics 

 Advertising to: 
 Email:  lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com 
 Advertising fees (wef 1 April 2018)  

Adverts to be sent in Word 
or jpeg formats please. 
(PDF is not compatible!) 

SIZE 1 Month 3 Months 12 Months 
12 Months 

Colour 

⅛ Page* £15:50 £28:50 £63:50 £80:00 

¼ Page* £28:50 £57:00 £97:00 £122:00 

½ Page £57:00 £110:00 £139:00 £173.50 

Full Page £69:00 £166:00 £278:50 £349.00 

Publication Deadline: 
The deadline for submissions is on the 18th of every month 
 

Text, Photographs, Community Messages, Enquiries, etc. to Amanda at: 
 
Email:   lyddenvalley@gmail.com  
 
Meetings/interviews: arranged via email  

* ⅛ Page Landscape please. ¼ Page Portrait - unless full width of page, 
in which case Landscape. Thank You! 
 

The LVN is a great place to advertise covering a broad and diverse area, 
whether you have a colour or mono advert! Kindly mention the Lydden Vale 
News when responding to advertisements. 
 

This Month’s Front Cover Credit:  Tria Stebbing / Amanda 
McKenna 

mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
http://www.bucklandnewton.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
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OUT AND ABOUT  

  

Mon, Tue & Fri    POST OFFICE   9am-12 noon  Buckland Newton Village Hall 

2nd Friday Lunch Club                                                                                                    

The 2nd Friday Lunch Club started the New Year at the Village Hall on Friday, 13th January, where 
despite the date, we had an extremely tasty lunch.  Everyone enjoyed themselves very much and the 
food was much complimented upon.  Thank you once again to our chefs and to all the helpers, taxi 
drivers, setters up etc, without whom we would not be able to function. 
 
Our next meeting is to be at The Poet Laureate at Poundbury on 10th February, please let Susan know 
(01300 345760) if you would like to join us. 
                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                       Susan Moring 
 

                                                                                                                                                                

 

Buckland Newton Village Café 
 
The next Village Café at Buckland Newton Village Hall will be on Friday 24th February. It is open to all, 
including visitors, from 10.30 am til 12. Great coffee, tea and fabulous home-made cakes for only £1.30 
or £1.50 for the fresh ground coffee.                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                     Fizz Lewis 345521  

 
Friends of Pop Mallers Coppice - Community Workday 
 
Pop Mallers Coppice is a small woodland on the left of Spring Grove in between Buckland Newton and 
Duntish. It's regularly used by a handful of local residents who have 'permissive use'.  
 
Following discussions with the owner, we have started to develop a management plan and hope to 
engage the community to execute this and introduce more people to this delightful wood. 
 
If you are handy with a bowsaw, billhook, loppers or pruning saw or are happy to offer your manual 
labour, why not come and join us on Saturday 11th February between 9:30 and 4pm. We'll provide tea, 
coffee and biscuits and will be able to offer pea sticks, runner bean poles, washing-line poles and 
possibly some wood to take home with you. If you're not up to a bit of manual work, you could help by 
baking a cake and coming along anyway to support the other volunteers and see what's going on. 
 
If you're interested, please get in touch or look out for our Facebook post nearer the time and don't forget 
your gloves! 
 
///shape.sparkle.cavalier 
 
ST6903 0608 
 
Damian Brothers and Emma Munday 
damian.brothers@phonecoop.coop or emmamunday@btinternet.com 
 

mailto:damian.brothers@phonecoop.coop
mailto:emmamunday@btinternet.com
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Buckland  Newton 

 

 
 
 
 
We shall be holding our Annual General Meeting on Monday 20th February 2023 at 2.00 pm at 
Kingsbridge House (3 doors down from the shop).   
 
All are welcome - tea/coffee and cake will be served!   
 
Please ring Susan on 01300 345760 if you have any questions or Sheila on the Car Scheme phone 
number 07733849264 if you would like a lift. 

Knit and Natter 

Dates for February’s meetings: Thursday 9th and 23rd at The Gaggle between 2 and 4pm. 

Although we are called ‘Knit and Natter’ they are not our only activities - last time we had crochet, 

tapestry, rug making and needle felting as well. 

There are about fifteen regular members but there is always room for more, so if you have ever wanted 

to knit, crotchet or do any other hand craft, or if you are an experienced crafter, you would be very 

welcome to come along to the group, to share ideas, get help or be inspired. 

If you’d like to know more, please get in touch with one of us. 

Lyn Cox and Jane Willis 

Lyn 345739 

Jane 345477 

 

 

 

 
CPR and Defib Training                     Sat 4th February 10.00am   
Buckland Newton Village Hall  
 
There is a Training Session at the Village Hall with Sharon Kirwan and Hannah Butler from SWAST 
on how to use the Defibrillator and how to do CPR.   This is a very good introduction for people 
who are  recently arrived in the village and for those like me who need a refresher! It is the sort of 
general knowledge that everyone should have these days. 
 
Cost is £5.00 on the door.  Runners are free.  
   
Please ring or email to book a place.   Fizz Lewis 345521 froglewis@hotmail.com 
 
 

mailto:froglewis@hotmail.com
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Gaggle EventsGaggle Events   

      

 

ALEX FROST and 
JOHN BUTLER 

MASTER THATCHERS 

5 STREETWAY LANE 

CHESELBOURNE 

DORSET DT2 7NU 

01258 837538 

www.jbmasterthatcher.co.uk 

Gaggle Pub Quiz - Wednesday 22nd February - our popular monthly Gaggle Pub Quiz. 
Teams of up to six people, £2 per person or free if you dine with us first. Book a table for your 
team.  

 

Artsreach = Thirst - Sunday 5th March - supported by Artsreach and Inncrowd, join us 
on the evening of the 5th March for the show 'Thirst'. 'A show about love. Love of pubs. Love 
of community. Love of family'. More details and tickets (£5) via the pub or 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/gaggle 

 

Artsreach = Jonny Fluffypunk - Sunday 26th March - supported by Artsreach and  
Inncrowd, join us on the evening of the 26th March for the show 'If we just keep going, we will 
get there in the end'. 'A new show about finding the hero inside yourself, without involving     
M-People'. More details and tickets (£5) via the pub or www.ticketsource.co.uk/gaggle 

 

2023 Dates for your Diary - don't miss out on these key dates at the Gaggle in 2023! 

Saturday 29th April - Birthday Celebrations - join us to celebrate opening the Gaggle five 
years ago! Local bands, community photo, fun & food! 

Saturday 29th July - Gaggle Fest - our annual music festival. Family friendly day of live   
music, hog roast, pizzas, garden bar, play bus, BBQ and more! Early Bird tickets available 
soon! 

Monday 28th August - Village Fete - the annual community event raising money for local 
good causes. Stalls, crafts, BBQ, fun & games! 

Sunday 5th November - Village Bonfire and Fireworks - our popular fireworks evening. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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BUCKLAND NEWTON CHARITY CHRISTMAS CARD 
The grand amount of £361.16 was donated for our two charities - Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance and 
The Weldmar Hospice. Both Charities have verbally thanked you all for your kind support.  
Thanks go to all listed below. 

Karen & Jonathan Whiter 
Phill Weymouth  
Sheila & Andy Crouch 
The Oswald Family 
Susan & Alan Simmons 
Pete & Jane Willis 
Geoff & Fizz Lewis 
Jan Burnett 
Chris, Carol, Amy & Vince Mason 
Allyson Halsey 
Caron & Stephen White 
Pauline &Norman Adams 
Jenny & Steve Workman 
Jane & Brian Dunk 
John & Bridget Baker 
Kate & Kevin Pope 
Katherine Hayens & Ian Scott 
Stuart & Carol Grant 
Gill Nell 
Penny & Keith Derbyshire  
Wendy & David Morris 
Lyn & Nick Cox 
Jean Franklin & Simon 
Bridget Hodges 

Wendy & Tony Chamberlain 
Molly Clift 
Gary & Sue Cairns 
Christopher & Sarah Sharp 
Wendy & Alan Emberley 
Chris & Janey Hildred 
Sandie Stout & Mike Watts 
Brian & Diana Wells 
Sheila & Keith Wright 
Dick & Janet Sealy 
Val Ridges 
Jane & Jeremy Collins 
Joe & Liz   
Kate Parish, Mick Ames & Alfie 
Doug, Sylvia & Kevin Morse 
Jan, Ed & Thomas  
Tom & Cathy Shippey 
Maree & Alan Pollard 
Susie & Philip Goymour 
Amanda & Vinny McKenna 
Nicki & Andy Foot 
Jan Marpole 
Carole & Simon Spencer 
Andy & Geri Aitkenhead 



8 

 Buckland Newton Village Hall 

 
Superb light and airy venue for Hire 

 

Kitchen, Covered Patio, Stage, Bar Area, Disabled Facilities and Wi-Fi 
 Weddings from £175   Children’s Parties from £20   Events from £25   Regular Hire sessions from £25 

 

Call Ian Scott (Booking Secretary) for more information 01300 345455 ian@knappshill.plus.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year from everyone here at Buckland Newton Primary School!  

Over the past term, we have been busy starting our journey towards a new school vision that has 

firm roots from the bible.  After lots of work as a staff team and with support from the church we have      

decided on:  

Let your Light Shine; on everyone, everywhere, everyday.   

(Matthew 5:16) 

The first part of our vision is from Matthew 5:16 in the bible.  "In the same way, let your light shine    

before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven."  

We feel it is vital for children to let their lights shine in so many ways in school but also to help others' 

lights shine.  This is why we have included everyone, everywhere, everyday to show children how it 

is important to shine in many different ways.   

Shining on everyone is about the ways in which we live out our school values in school and with oth-

ers in our local and global communities.   

Letting our light shine everywhere is about making sure we share and show our school values       

wherever we are, whether this is in school or outside in our local communities.   

We also think it is important that children let their light shine everyday in lots of different ways, shar-

ing good with the world.  

We are looking forward to continuing our journey with this and looking at how all of our school values 

can grow from our new school vision.   

 

Phillip Sales (Headteacher ) 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________ 
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Paddock Chess 

So, the New Year bought some new challenges with the ever-changing weather. First came the mud, 

wall to wall puddles of mud, in fact relentless mud that got into the feet of the sheep and caused a few 

to hobble around for a while. We took a road trip to Chard one wet Saturday to pick up a whizzy bit of 

kit which will enable us to create a walk-through foot bath and wash and hopefully eliminate some of 

the foot issues that we have been having.  

Then came the cold, the frost, the ice, and the snow. I           

concluded that Buckland Newton and this part of the Piddle   

Valley must have its own micro-climate. On the morning the 

snow came I was outside in the yard moving some hay bales 

around, and then the snow fell. It came down so thick and fast 

that the valley and the view completely disappeared in front of 

my eyes. Pretty as it was it bought its own set of challenges for 

us. In less than an hour all the green stuff that the sheep had 

been standing on and eating froze into compacted snow. Any 

plans I had for the week went out of the window with the         

realisation that I would be trudging up and down the big hill   

carrying bales of hay, the irony was not lost on me, that less 

than six months ago I had sweated buckets following the tractor, 

cutting that very grass and baling it, only to now be lugging the 

darn stuff back up to where it had come from. On the plus side, 

the view from the top of the hill was staggering and once again I 

was reminded how fortunate we are to live in such a beautiful 

place. The sheep have appreciated every mouthful of the  

meadow hay, which has made the extra work very worthwhile.  

We are hoping that the ewes are  pregnant and will scan next 

month, so they have been munching on sheep mix too, with a 

coating of molasses to give them that extra energy.  

Paddock chess continues and the rams will soon move onto the wildflower meadow in the village to do 
a bit of field maintenance. If you have a small secure paddock that you would like mown by the boys, 
please feel free to email. They are voracious munchers and make light work of overgrown areas and 
only ask for the occasional ginger nut biscuit and head rub as thanks. We check on them daily and can 
put up a temporary electric fence to keep them from straying in the direction of the pub. Humphrey, the 
leader of the pack would love to hear from you with pastures new.  

triastebbing@btinternet.com 
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Bartletts Carpets  
 

Carpet and vinyl fitting specialists 
supply and fit or fit only. 

 
Home selection service available. 

 
We offer a whipping service, make your off 

cuts into mats. 
 

Office -  01963 365724 
Mob - 07968845623 

 

Hard Wood Logs for Sale 

Ash Beach and Oak, seasoned logs 

 

Free delivery within 20 mile radius of 

Buckland Newton 
 

Dumpy Bag £90  
 

Contact 

01963 23733 ~ 01300 345338 ~ 07903 535745 
 

 

PATRICK NEEDHAM 
NCH & ND in Arboriculture 

Tree Surgery, Woodland Management 

Hedge Trimming 

Chipping Service 

N.P.T.C. Qualified  (chainsaw & spraying use) 

Fully Insured 

TEL: 07899 924545 or 01258 817382 

Time to get walking again! 
  

With Spring on its way, we start to think about getting out to walk in the beautiful English countryside 
again, but where to find new and interesting walks? 
  
Walking in Dorset https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/dorset has loads of walks to download and print, 
free, it also has books of walks, details of all the walking groups in the county and much more. Whether 
you want to walk on your own or with a group all the information is there in one place. 
  
John Harris (who maintains the website) said ‘There is so much walking information on the web, but it is 
difficult to find. Walking in Dorset (part of the Walking in England website) has brought it together in one 
place so whether you are walking from home, or away on holiday, you will be able to find a walk suitable 
for you’. 
  
With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a note of suitability for pushchairs and    
wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk to enjoy. 
  
So, home or away, check out the websites and get walking! 
  
John Harris 
 
www.walkinginengland.co.uk 
 
john@walkinginengland.co.uk 
 
  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/dorset
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/
mailto:john@walkinginengland.co.uk
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Report from the Countrymen’s club, Rylands Farm, Boyshill, Sherborne DT9 5PS. 

 
The Countrymen’s club is a unique group of men that meets twice a week at Rylands Farm. All our  

members are from the local community and are from a varied and diverse range of backgrounds. They 

do however share a common interest of the countryside, farming and an enjoyment of the great         

outdoors. The men may be retired or have been forced to give up work due to health reasons. Everyone 

has different interests and abilities, but we aim to create a friendly and relaxed space where there is 

something to engage everyone. 

We are a registered charity. Further information can be found on our webpage: CountrymenUK.org or 

our Facebook page: CountrymenUK Dorset. 

Christmas has come and gone, and our efforts now are in preparing our polytunnels for spring planting 

of both vegetables and flowering plants. Any donations of seeds or young plants are always welcome. 

If you would like further information on the club, please ring 01963 210789 or email 

jan@countrymenuk.org  and we will get back to you as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

mailto:jan@countrymenuk.org
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J. & A. Ridell 

Specialists in Carpentry & Joinery 

Friendly family business  Established since 1970 

 

Contact John or Ann 

Email: john@ridell.co.uk 

Tel: 01300 348161     

Holcombe Mead, Alton Pancras,  

Dorchester DT2 7RT  

 

TONY PERRETT 

FENCING CONTRACTOR 

For all types of garden, paddock & farm  

FENCING 

Established over 10 years 

Free Advice & Quotes 

The Old Stables, Middlemarsh 

Tel: 01963 205050  

Mobile: 07971 296 992 

 

 

 

DOMESTIC REPAIRS 
 

WASHING MACHINES  TUMBLE DRYERS 

FRIDGES  FREEZERS  COOKERS 

DISHWASHERS  MICROWAVES 

No callout charge . Prompt, competitive service 

7 days a week, 24 hours a day 

IAN COOMBS 

07572 918745 

J A S P E R S  

HAIR SALON 
 

Your friendly local salon providing 

exceptional results 

 

Check out our new website - 

www.jaspershairsalon.co.uk 
 

OPENING TIMES 
  Monday:   Closed 

  Tuesday:   9.00am-4.00pm 

  Wednesday:  9.00am-6.00pm 

  Thursday:   9.00am-5.00pm 

  Friday:    9.00am-7.00pm 

  Saturday:   8.30am-1.30pm 
 

Don’t forget to ask about our Loyalty 

cards and special offers 

01300 348 569 

Main Street, Piddletrenthide, DT2 7QL 

PESTWRIGHT 
 

Traditional Mole Catcher   
Rats, Mice, Squirrels etc 

 

BPCA qualified and insured 
 

Call Jim on 01963 362292 
or 07854 395112 

www.pestwright.co.uk 

mailto:john@ridell.co.uk
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In the Buckland Newton Book Corner…… 

In 1857 the Unregistered Words Committee of the Philological 

Society of London decided that Britain needed a successor to 

Samuel Johnson’s 1755 dictionary. Hence the work on the first 

Oxford English Dictionary began. Forty years later the first        

volume, containing words beginning with the letters A and B, was 

published but there had been an omission. A member of the    

public wrote to the men compiling the dictionary to inform them 

that the word ‘bondmaid’ was missing. A bondmaid is a young 

woman bound to serve until her death and when author Pip     

Williams learned of this history of the OED and of this word’s  

exclusion, she knew she had the makings of a novel. 

Williams’ The Dictionary of Lost Words tells the story of the very 

first Oxford English Dictionary’s compilation through the fictional 

Esme, daughter of one of the lexicographers working in the   

scriptorium, and her interactions with characters who are based 

on the real men and women who worked on the first OED.  An 

important part of the process was for members of the public to 

send in definitions of words, which were written on pieces of     

paper and processed in the scriptorium. The loss of the word 

‘bondmaid’ is attributed in the novel to Esme, when she finds the 

slip of paper on the floor and puts it in her pocket. She goes on to collect other words and meanings that 

the editors exclude or lose as she grows up. Eventually, she includes these and other words heard on 

the streets in her own manuscript, Women’s Words and their Meanings.   

It is the concept that a word may have two quite different meanings for men and women that is central to 

Williams’ narrative as the events of the era inform Esme’s understanding of them. From the local         

suffragettes Esme learns that “sisters” can mean comrades, and she puzzles over the definition of 

“mother” and whether it excludes women who have a stillbirth.  

The novel is perfect for those who love language but it’s also a great story, filled with likeable characters. 

Not just Esme, but her Da, Harry, and Ditte, a dear family friend. Ditte’s letters to Harry are interspersed 

throughout the story and give us yet another perspective on the relationships between the three of them 

as they negotiate a path through the events of World War 1 to the completion of the dictionary in 1928 

and beyond…...                                                                                                                                            

LOVE   A passionate affection                                                                                                                        

ETERNAL   Beyond death, endless, everlasting.                                                              Karen Whiter 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Reporting Issues With 

FOOTPATHS or BRIDLE-PATHS       
 

Stephen White, as a Rights of Way Liaison Officer for the 
Dorset Coast & Countryside Service, investigates any 

issues within the parish of Buckland Newton, reporting to 
Dorset County Council.  
His contact numbers are 

01300 345431 or 
07773 283764 

If you prefer to report issues directly to the council, you 
can do so by calling 01305 224463 or online at  

 

www.mapping.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/ 
rightsofway/reportproblem/ 
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AQUAHEAT SERVICES LIMITED 

PLUMBING & HEATING MAINTENANCE & SERVICES 

Friendly, reliable and professional service at reasonable rates 

No call out charges. 

Free quotes with no obligation. 

Fully insured. 

Mobile: 07833 580241     

 Email: jim@aquaheatservices.co.uk 

mailto:jim@aquaheatservices.co.uk
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Buckland Newton Youth Club 
 
‘Panto Pandemonium’ 

 
On Tuesday 24 January, Buckland Newton Youth 
Club came together with the Yr 6 year group at 
the Village Hall for its now annual Pantomime. 
  
Under the guidance of Jo Simons, the Artistic    
Director for Dorchester Youth Theatre, an           
incredible group of 24 young people started       
rehearsals at 0915 and worked through the day to 
learn the songs and (most) of their lines. 
 
The Pantomime this year was called "Panto    
Pandemonium" a combination of Jack and the 
Beanstalk, Snow White & The Seven Dwarfs,   
Cinderella and Aladdin - so plenty of great parts, 
including a Wicked Witch who doubled up as the 
Pantomime Dame. 
 

After a fish and chip supper, the doors of the Hall opened to a lively audience at 1815 and the curtains 
lifted at 1830.  A Pantomime is often only as good as its audience and this year the show was almost a 
sell-out, with lots of "Boos" and "Hisses" and "Look Out Behind Yous"!  And the cast responded and rose 
to the challenge. 
 
The Pantomime is delivered in partnership with Buckland Newton School and provides a day's drama 
experience to young people in the community, plus two drama workshops to get everyone warmed 
up.  Should you ever wonder what is the point of drama, it is clear to see from those that take part that it 
improves confidence, raises self-esteem, provides experience of public speaking and presenting and 
means that young people have to take responsibility for their actions - being in the right place at the right 
time, learning their lines and working as a team. 
 
None of this would be possible without funding from the Village Fete, which helps pay for the hire of the 
hall, Jo/the drama teacher's time, the costumes and the fish and chip supper. 
 
Thank you everyone for your support!                                                                    
 
                                                                                                                                         Kate Parish 
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The Garden in February 

There are lots of jobs to do in the garden at this time of year and whenever I read any gardening articles 

from the ‘experts’ about what you should be doing in any particular month my first instinct is to usually 

PANIC! Invariably I am behind on everything, but we are all led by the weather and since the New Year it 

hasn’t been on our side. Plus, many of us have been struck down with coughs and colds, which will not 

go away!! 

There are still wet soggy leaves galore hiding any new shoots of spring bulbs and I’m sure the slugs are 

having a field-day and there is masses of cutting back and general tidying to be done. I did feel a bit   

better about being so behind and perhaps not being too tidy in the garden after going to the Gardening 

Club talk with Wren Franklin – it was really interesting and, although not mowing the grass may be a step 

too far, I do like the idea of leaving nature to do its thing and having areas that are left for the wildlife. We 

have gone down the wildflower meadow route, firstly scattering hundreds of seeds in a border in the   

paddock which ended up with a lot of unidentifiable seedlings or were they weeds!! Then we bought  

wildflower plug plants, only to realise we already had them in the garden and I’d been pulling them out as 

weeds!  Finally, we left the grass to grow in areas in the paddock with cut paths through – ending up with 

lots of tree saplings, Dock, and clumps of grass and not a wildflower in sight. It wasn’t much fun having to 

rake and dispose of the long grass after having it cut in that heat in the summer either. Basically, it’s a lot 

of hard work and planning and it needs to be done properly from the start, and so it makes me admire 

the wildflower meadows in Buckland Newton and beyond all the more. 

I will now happily leave certain wildflowers if they pop up in my borders. However, a couple of jobs which 
are well worth doing now is cutting Hellebore leaves down to the ground so that the flowers get plenty of 
light and are seen in all their glory. Roses can be pruned, and any old, dead wood taken out. Best to 
check the type of rose you have as they require different pruning and care. Finally, if you have a      
greenhouse (all the better if its heated) and it’s not too arctic, then now is the time to sow Sweet peas.  

Over the next few weeks, if your have any spare seedlings, don’t forget to keep them for the             
Buckland Newton Plant Sale.  

                                                                                                                                    Amanda McKenna 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________                                          
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Quality and professional service for all your window 

needs. 

Steve at DanGina has over 35 years’ experience in the 

window industry, along with his team Aaron & Barry they 

are dedicated to delivering a quality service.  

 They offer Full Valet cleans to:- windows, conservatories, 

soffits, fascias and gutterings.  New to DanGina is Sky Vac:-

Unblocking guttering from the safety of the ground. 

Steve has an extensive knowledge on repairs and 

installations on windows, doors & conservatories. DanGina 

can carry out work on Commercial, Domestic and 

Residential properties. For more information call the 

number below or visit our website.  

Tel: 01305 835800               Mob: 07969947047 

Email: enquires@dangina.com         

Website: www.dangina.com  

mailto:enquires@dangina.com
http://www.dangina.com
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Trading Standards news: Buy safe. 
 

A survey by the Chartered Trading Standard’s Institute found that many people did not understand what 

to look out for to make sure that the goods they bought online were safe. 

  

Counterfeit perfumes have been found to contain dangerous levels of methanol, which can cause        

irritation to the skin, eyes and damage the nervous system. Counterfeit toys have been found to contain 

illegal levels of phthalates, a plastic-softening chemical than can cause cancer, asthma and fertility 

problems. 

 

Toys and other electrical items which are operated by lithium-ion button or coin-cell batteries are also a 

particular concern; by law they must have lockable battery compartments, because if a button battery is 

swallowed by a child, it can cause serious internal injuries. 

 

Products such as electronic scooters that use lithium batteries also pose a risk to safety, and there have 

been several recent cases of these devices catching fire while charging. Poor-quality chargers have    

also been known to cause electrical shorts, which can lead to house fires. 

 

Consumers are urged to: 

 

Only shop at reputable retailers, as not only does this increase the likelihood that the product will be 

safe, but it also means that you will be entitled to a refund if there is a fault. 

Don’t always trust online reviews, these can easily be faked. 

Look for the UKCA mark on products such as toys, electrical goods and cosmetics. This ensures 

that the product has been tested to comply with safety standards. 

Make sure toys and other goods are suitable for children by checking the age range of the item, and 

never leave a child unattended with a toy that contains small parts. 

Ensure that any item that uses button batteries has a lockable battery compartment. 

Do not buy fakes or counterfeits, it funds criminality, can be poor value for money and is a serious 

potential safety risk. 

 

If you have seen or have bought something that you think is unsafe, then report it to Trading Standards, 

by calling the Citizens Advice consumer helpline on 0808 2231133.   

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Quiz 

For February every question will relate to two or second. 

 

 

 

 

 

1.   On the 21st June 1954, Australian John Landy was the second man to do what?  

2.   What is the second largest country, by area? 

3.   Which famous duo were once known as PJ and Duncan? 

4.   What is the second largest freshwater lake in the world? 

5.   Who had a hit with “I Second That Emotion”? 

6.   Who has the most career second places in Formula One? 

7.   Which is the second largest planet in the solar system? 

8.   Which was the second movie to be released by Disney? 

9.   Which Charles Dickens book is the second bestselling novel of all time? 

10. Which American singer/actress has had the most number two hits in the UK singles charts? 

 

 

                                                                                                                    Simon Spencer 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20 RIVERS TO FIND 

AMAZON 

DANUBE 

EUPHRATES 

GANGES 

HUDSON 

LOIRE 

MISSISSIPPI 

NILE 

ORINOCO 

OUSE 

PO 

RHINE 

RHONE 

SEINE 

SHANNON 

THAMES 

TYNE 

YANGTZE 

YELLOW 

ZAMBEZI 
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Wordsearch and Crossword 

by The Spencers 

   Sudoku from 

www.mathsphere.co.uk 

Across 

1. Donald’s failures at the crease (5)  

4. Suspended transport came from a lace crab (5,3) 

8. Lines of communication – north and south of the newspaper (9,5) 

10. Pain that’s a source of worry (8) 

11. Vehicle takes on box (6) 

12. Outsize cry before University College Company for veal stew (4,5) 

15. State I possessed a garden tool (5) 

17. A spy might fly under it either way (5) 

18. Foe, in fact generated warmth (9) 

19. Ingenious device for Inspector (6) 

21. Prime Minister initially enjoys first night (8) 

24. Rotating phase found in the round theatre (9,5) 

25. Hens Joan exchanged for German (8) 

26. Junior officer held back by discredited academic (5) 

Down 
1. Bottle from drink (5,7) 
2. Officer Mustard slipped and fell in a heap (9) 
3. Ainsley’s heart in Greek (5) 
4. Switzerland, church and chapter all with a dance (3-3-3) 
5. Thai dough (4) 
6. Come again crazy narcissist (8) 
7. One could be a double (5) 
9. Declaration girl with weight intended to be heard (12) 
13. Real bacon gets grilled in Spanish city (9) 
14. Presents of iron jewellery (9) 
16. Girl group for lock-keeper (5,4) 
20. Spaniard originally dribbled into every goalmouth op-
portunity (5) 
22. Face it or play it (5) 
23. Cooker found in Provence or Slovenia (4) 
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News From Cerne Abbas Surgery 
 

Dr Dobbs 
  
A reminder that Dr Dobbs is away from the surgery until July 2023. During his absence Dr Stefan 
Giancola will be taking care of his patients. If you would like to keep track of Dr Dobbs adventures whilst 

he is away, you can follow his blog  at jeremyfirsttransatlanticyachtrace.blogspot.com/ 
  
First Contact Physiotherapist 
  
New muscle or joint pain? Did you know that you can book in to see our First Contact Physiotherapist 
Chris Brookes? 
  
Chris works with us on a Friday, and can prescribe pain medication, order blood tests and x-rays, and 
refer you on to hospital services where necessary. Seeing Chris gives you faster access to expert     
diagnosis and you'll leave with the advice and exercises that you need to start tackling the problem. 
Please speak to one of our receptionists to book an appointment. 
  
Breast Screening 
  
Starting in January 2023, all eligible women will receive a letter from the NHS inviting them to book an               
appointment for breast screening. In the past, you would have automatically been sent a fixed day and 
time, but this time once you receive your letter, they would like you to follow the instructions to book. We 
would encourage all who receive a letter to book in for their breast screening appointment. 
  
GP Exercise Referral Scheme 
  
Regular physical activity can help you manage your weight, have a positive effect on you mentally,    
improve your muscle and joint functions, and benefit your heart health too. 
Most people with long-term health conditions can be accepted onto the GP Exercise Referral Scheme. 
These    include asthma, arthritis, high blood pressure, diabetes, obesity, depression, anxiety,            
osteoporosis, and plenty of other conditions, including rehabilitation from Covid-19. The 12-week      
programme is designed to help individuals self-manage their condition more effectively and with more 
confidence. Activities vary but may include group exercise classes, swimming, water-based activities 
like Aqua Fit, and gym-based exercise. 
For more information or to have a chat about joining the scheme, please contact the surgery and ask to 
speak with Norma or send an email to Cerneabbas.surgery1@nhs.net for her attention. 
  
Send a Card to a Friend Day – February 7th 2023 
  
Everyone loves and appreciates their friends, and we all just assume that they know how much we care 
and that we are always thinking about them. Sadly, many of our friends will experience loneliness and 
some may be struggling with their mental health. A small gesture could be all that is needed to make 
their day! 
  
                                                                                                                                          Gillian Brindle 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
  
 

 

Can’t get to the surgery, shop, hospital, friend?   

Then ring our number.  

No journey too short! 

   To join the scheme, or book a car journey with us, please ring 
07733 849264. 

Buckland Newton   

https://jeremyfirsttransatlanticyachtrace.blogspot.com/?fbclid=IwAR14bDBlh_2EWsy9A2BrFMVYutTVgZ_TfA72uofIzMyBvbEP2Ybp190kekg
mailto:Cerneabbas.surgery1@nhs.net
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Country Ways: Artificial Intelligence (A.I) 
 
Artificial Intelligence (A.I) is becoming more a part of people’s lives. It is sneaking in without us noticing. 
Perhaps the invasion started when the Casio pocket calculator became widely available in about 1975. 
Now we have things like Siri and predictive text on the iPhone. It seems like there is no stopping the 
advances of technology. Each generation lives with different tech. It is difficult to compare our lives to-
day with previous generations. 
 
I have been playing about with a website called https://chat.openai.com/chat. It will write any sort of  
essay, or speech, code websites, interpret about 15 languages and much more. 
 
I asked it how many words it has and it said: “I use a vocabulary of approximately 175,000 words.   
However, I am able to understand and respond to words and phrases beyond my training data.” 
 
The essays it writes are not perfect and it gets some things wrong. The level of essays it produces are 
about a C grade. Teachers can use other software to see whether essays have been written by A.I. 
Even if a student does not submit an essay which the software created, the essay the software writes 
for a student will be a great help. 
 
An essay which in the past may have taken days or weeks can now be completed in minutes. At the 
present time the software is free to use, and I think it is getting smarter all the time. 
 
I asked it to help me write a poem! See below. 
 
This is what I typed in: Write a poem about “An article called Country Ways, written by John Simpson in 
the free village magazine called The Lydden Vale News.” 
 

In Buckland Newton, a village so small 
The Lydden Vale News is available to all. 
With articles that teach and inspire 
And village photos to admire. 
 
John Simpson write the article called ‘Country Ways’ 
Where he often writes of former days. 
It teaches us to slow down and appreciate 
That nature sometimes inspires a higher state. 
 
A life filled with contentment and cheer 
In the village, where the living is dear. 
The memories we make, may sometimes be great 
So, don’t leave your life to the hand of fate! 
 
From the morning dew on the leaves 
To the stars that shine in the eve. 
The magazine’s articles paint a picture 
Which makes our lives so much richer! 
 
John shares tip and tales, from a land 
Where the air is fresh, and the views are grand. 
So, if you’re feeling like you need a change 
Pick up your copy of The Lydden Vale, its free and never strange. 
 
 
                                                                                                                              John Simpson 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

https://chat.openai.com/chat
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Buckland Newton — Holy Rood 

Vicar: Jonathan Still, The Vicarage, Back Lane, Cerne 

Abbas Tel: 01300 341251 

Churchwarden: Jon Sulkin Tel: 07971 277584 

Holy Rood is open every day from 9.30am thru’ 5pm 
for private prayer 

CHECK OUT THE SELECTION OF BOOKS IN THE 
CHURCH £0.40 EACH OR 3 FOR £1.00 

Dear Friends, 

Vellen O’ The Tree by William Barnes 

  Aye, the girt elem tree out in little hwome groun' 
  Wer a-stannèn this mornèn, an' now's a-cut down. 
  Aye, the girt elem tree, so big roun' an' so high, 
  Where the mowers did goo to their drink, an' did lie 
  In the sheäde ov his head, when the zun at his heighth 
  Had a-drove em vrom mowèn, wi' het an' wi' drîth, 
  Where the haÿ-meäkers put all their picks an' their reäkes, 
  An' did squot down to snabble their cheese an' their ceäkes, 
  An' did vill vrom their flaggons their cups wi' their eäle, 
  An' did meäke theirzelves merry wi' joke an' wi' teäle. 
 
  Ees, we took up a rwope an' we tied en all round 
  At the top o'n, wi' woone end a-hangèn to ground, 
  An' we cut, near the ground, his girt stem a'most drough, 
  An' we bent the wold head o'n wi' woone tug or two; 
  An' he sway'd all his limbs, an' he nodded his head, 
  Till he vell away down like a pillar o' lead: 
  An' as we did run vrom en, there; clwose at our backs, 
  Oh! his boughs come to groun' wi' sich whizzes an' cracks; 
  An' his top wer so lofty that, now he is down, 
  The stem o'n do reach a-most over the groun'. 
  Zoo the girt elem tree out in little hwome groun' 
  Wer a-stannèn this mornèn, an' now's a-cut down. 

On 16th January the Girt Ash tree, which has stood perhaps two centuries in the Cerne Abbas Vicarage 
Garden, was cut down, finished off by Ash Dieback above and Honey Fungus below. We are so very 
sad to see such a venerable, ancient and huge living being come to its end. Where are we now to tie 
the bunting lines for the Village Fete? 

So many ash trees are coming to their end.  I remember the great Elm death in 1976/7. Tree surgeons 
again are struggling to keep up. But it is a beautiful day.  I have read the Barnes poem aloud as a      
Eulogy and Tribute.  All around us the blackbirds are singing and new growth is beginning.  We have 
snowdrops and daffodils already in flower.  I trust that 2023 may be a time of new gifts as well as of old 
for you. 

                                                                                                                                                Jonathan  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Services 

Sunday 5 February  
Matins at 10am 

 
Sunday 12 February 
Holy Communion at 10am  
 
Sunday 19 February 
All Age Service at 4pm 
                                                
Wednesday 22 February  

ASH WEDNESDAY 6pm Cerne Abbas 

Sunday 26 February 
Holy Communion at 10am 
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The United Charities of Buckland Newton 

 

A reminder that this registered charity was originally set up many years ago to ‘relieve either generally or 

individually persons resident in the area of the Ancient Parish of Buckland Newton or Plush who are in 

conditions of need, hardship or distress’.  The term ‘Parish’ means the geographical civil parish rather 

than the ‘church’ parish, so includes Henley, Duntish, Cosmore, Brockhampton and Beaulieu Wood. 

In the present difficult circumstances for many, the Trustees (all of whom are local residents) feel that 

the work of the Charity should be more widely publicised in the community. In cases where genuine 

need exists, the Charity may be able to help individuals or families who are facing real difficulties with 

rising prices for power and other necessities of life. 

The registered aims of the United Charities include supporting worthy causes of benefit to the local  

community, as well as grants to individuals in need. 

Generally, but not exceptionally, grants are relatively small and must be of benefit to residents of either 

Buckland Newton (including the surrounding hamlets) or Plush, which was historically part of Buckland 

Newton Parish. 

The Trustees are always willing to consider requests and in the first instance these should be made in 

writing to the Clerk to the Trustees, United Charities of Buckland Newton, c/o Manor Cottage, Buckland 

Newton DT2 7BX or by e-mail to bnunitedcharity@gmail.com explaining the reason for your request. 

Applications will be treated in the strictest confidence and on a case-by-case basis. Grants to individuals 

will never be publicised.  Grants to local groups or organisations are only publicised with the written 

agreement of the recipients. 

                                                                                                                                         Jeremy Collins 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                  

Holwell event.  
I'm donating a presentation talk with 100% of proceeds to Holwell Village Hall. Friday 17th February.  
Tea/coffee and cakes will be on sale in the break.  
Do come and join us if you can? Advanced purchase discount tickets link in advert.  

 

mailto:bnunitedcharity@gmail.com
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BUCKLAND NEWTON PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

Dorset Council now has a dedicated page on its website which can offer help and advice for people who are 
struggling with the cost of living.  For many people this situation is new to them, and they have not had to ask 
for help before, but it is vital that they get help as soon as possible and don’t wait until their situation is          
desperate.  The page covers the following areas: 

Money – debt – benefits available 
Access to food 
Housing 
Support for families with children 
Mental health and wellbeing 
Energy – water – Phones – broadband costs 
Employment. 

If you know and one who is starting to struggle, please encourage them to get help as soon as possible. 
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/cost-of-living-help 

 

 
SAND BAGS - Please contact Flood Wardens Doug and Kevin Morse (01300 345707) if you require any. 
REPORTING POTHOLES - If you notice a pothole or anything else you are concerned with on the road you are able to report 
it yourself on https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/roads-highways-maintenance/report-a-problem-on-the-road-or-pavement 
FLOODING – Issues can be reported via Flood Online Reporting Tool (FORT). For the most up to date flood warnings and 
alerts please visit www.gov.uk/check-flooding  You can also sign up for flood groundwater flood warnings at 
www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-warnings (it only takes 2 mins), alternatively call Floodline on 0345 988 118 (24 hour) 
Local groundwater, river and rainfall data can be accessed online at www.gov.uk/check-flooding 
FLY TIPPING – Issues can be reported to Dorset Council Waste Services - https://dorset-self.achieveservice.com/service/
DWP-Report-fly-tipping-in-Dorset 

ROAD SWEEPING – Road sweeping requests can be made via  
https://dorset-self.achieveservice.com/service/DWP_Report_for_Mechanical_Road_Sweeper 
 

 POLICE REPORT FOR DECEMBER 

08/12/2022 Duntish Report of suspicious circumstances 3.5 pick up outside a property at   
approximately 23:00. Drove off when seen.  Unable to see registration plate so unable to 
investigate further. 

11/12/2022 Buckland Newton – suspicious vehicle seen.  Spoken to informant and police   
provided with information.  (Two separate reports) 

Please continue to report any incidents or suspicious circumstances by either calling 101 or reporting online 

via the Dorset Police website on the “Contact Us” section. 

Information and advice is also regularly posted on the Dorchester Police Facebook page and via DorsetAlert. 

Police Precept Survey in Dorset –  
Dorset Police are currently asking people who reside in Dorset to “Have your say on policing funding in    
Dorset”. You will find the survey here,  www.dorsetpolicefunding.uk 

 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 14 March 2023, 7.00 pm in the Parish Pavilion 
 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/cost-of-living-help
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/roads-highways-maintenance/report-a-problem-on-the-road-or-pavement
https://swim.geowessex.com/dorset/
https://environment-agency.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995e19facf867522c99386500&id=065d35c861&e=2cedc37935
https://environment-agency.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995e19facf867522c99386500&id=c983f38b7d&e=2cedc37935
https://environment-agency.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995e19facf867522c99386500&id=e727c2c08d&e=2cedc37935
https://dorset-self.achieveservice.com/service/DWP-Report-fly-tipping-in-Dorset
https://dorset-self.achieveservice.com/service/DWP-Report-fly-tipping-in-Dorset
https://dorset-self.achieveservice.com/service/DWP_Report_for_Mechanical_Road_Sweeper
file:///C:/Users/Amanda/Downloads/www.dorsetpolicefunding.uk%20
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PLANNING 
 
 
P/FUL/2022/07979 – BUCKLAND NEWTON PLACE, BUCKLAND NEWTON, DORSET, DT2 7BX 
Erect Greenhouse 
Comments by 1 February 2022 
 
P/FUL/2022/07582 – EDGE OF BEYOND, TILEY, MIDDLEMARSH, DT9 5QL 
Erect replacement dwelling (demolish existing) 
Comments by 5 January 2023 (extended to 12 January 2023) - An improvement to what is potentially a derelict 
building. Parish Council is aware that it is bigger than 40%, but are happy as the plans are in keeping and a   
similar size to surrounding properties. 
 
P/HOU/2022/07770 – FROG ISLAND, DUNTISH CROSS, FACTORY LANE, DUNTISH, DT2 7DT 
Erect Single Storey Rear Extension 
Comments by 4 January 2023 (extended to 11 January 2023) - The Parish Council supports this application – It is 

an appropriate scales and does not affect anyone. 

 
Dorset Council, in line with their agreed Statement of Community Involvement, will no longer be sending out 
neighbour notification letters for planning applications, unless they are specifically required by legislation.  All 
applications will continue to be publicised via site notices, and press notices are also used where required by 
law. Details of all applications are also published online, and they will continue to consult statutory                
organisations and town and parish councils.  Dorset Council are at present asking applicants and agents to help 
by displaying site notices on the Councils behalf. 
 
Please note that these are applications known about up to the 16th of the month; others may be submitted 
after this date, therefore check the Parish Council Website.  Planning applications can also be reached from the 
Community Website by clicking on the Parish Council or Planning Tab.   
Planning applications can be viewed on the Dorset Council website.  To view all applications listed under    
Buckland Newton Parish, use the advanced search page and select Buckland Newton under the Parish drop 
down. 
 
 

 
YOUR COUNCILLORS ARE:- 
 
Chair                                                    Mark Needham 01300 345293 
Vice Chair                                                   Mick Ames       01300 345497 
Councillors                                                  John Baker        01300 345386 
                                                         Sheila Crouch       sheilacrouchbnpc@gmail.com 
                                                         Andy Foot        01300 345511     
                                                         Christina Manny     01300 345771 

                    Chris Osmond  01300 345326 
                    John Simpson       jrs.bnpc@btinternet.com 
                    Lin Townsend  01300 345306                                                                                                                 

 
Flood Warden                                        Doug Morse            01300 345707 
                                                               Kevin Morse           01300 345707 
 
Rights of Way Liaison Officer            Stephen White  01300 345341 
Parish Clerk                                Sarah Mitchell  01258 817288 / bucklandnewton@dorset-aptc.gov.uk 
Chalk Valleys Ward - Dorset Council  Cllr Jill Haynes 01300 341277 / cllrjill.haynes@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

 

mailto:bucklandnewton@dorset-aptc.gov.uk
mailto:cllrjill.haynes@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
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YOUR NIGHT SKY - FEBRUARY 2023 

 

February is a good month to observe the Milky Way as it stretches across the sky from North to South 
passing just to the East of Orion. It is always a lovely sight through binoculars. Lovely Orion is still in 
our southwestern sky and is always worth a revisit, although by the end of the month it will be setting in 
the west just after 10pm. This month’s constellation is Ursa Major. It is almost overhead in February. 
Ursa Major is probably the best known of the constellations in our sky after Orion. It is also known as 
“The Plough” and, in the USA, as the “Big Dipper”. It is well known because it never sets in northern 
skies and because the two bright stars (the top star is named Dubhe and the bottom one is Merak) at 
the right-hand end of the “bowl” of the “Big Dipper” point directly to the pole star, Polaris. Polaris is the 
star about which our sky appears to rotate as the Earth turns. 

 

Ursa Major contains a double star which can easily be seen with a pair of binoculars.  If you look at the 
middle star in the handle of the “Big Dipper” you will see that it is two stars, Mizar and Alcor. These are 
gravitationally locked together, which means that they rotate around each other. Ursa Major also    
contains a number of galaxies, two of which can be seen through a good pair of binoculars on a really 
dark night.  The sky will need to be very clear with no Moon. These galaxies are M81 and M82, which 
lie above and to the right of Dubhe. M81 is a spiral galaxy like our own milky way. M82 looks a bit of a 
mess in a large telescope as it had a close encounter with M81 about 300 million years ago. This 
caused an eruption of gas from M82’s core. This gas is now forming into new young stars.  Galaxies 
like M81 and our own milky way contain 200 to 400 billion stars.  Unlike most constellations, most of 
the stars in Ursa Major are at the same distance from us, are the same age and are moving in the 
same direction. The exceptions are the end stars of the plough shape, Dubhe and Alkaid. These two 
stars will move off in a different direction from the other stars in the constellation during the next few 
thousand years so changing the shape of the constellation. 

 

THE PLANETS THIS MONTH. At the beginning of the month, Jupiter will be in the South-southwest in 
the evening twilight. By the end of the month it will be low in the west. Early in the month Mercury is 
visible in the morning twilight in the East. Venus is visible in the West-southwest, setting about two 
hours after sunset at the beginning of the month. Mars is now moving away from the Earth, so is     
getting dimmer and smaller through a telescope. Saturn is not visible this month.              Cont. . . . 
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THE MOON.  Full Moon is on February 5th with New Moon on February the 20th.  Don’t forget to use 
your binoculars to spot craters on the Moon at any time other than around full Moon although it is a  
beautiful sight through binoculars when near to full Moon.  

SPECIAL EVENTS. There is a comet this month which is visible through binoculars. On the night of   
January 5th/6th it will be North-east of the bright star Capella. Capella is the brighter of the two stars 
above Orion towards the zenith. On the nights of 10/11th it will be North-east of Mars but will be dimmer. 
On February 22nd, Venus, Jupiter and a crescent Moon will be close together in the South-west. Venus 
and Jupiter get even closer together by the end of the month. 

If you have, or are thinking of buying a telescope, and need any observing technical advice, I can be  
contacted on (01300) 345485 or at keithmwright@compuserve.com. The times when you can see the 
Space Station can be found at: www.heavens-above.com. The free App called “Sky Map” which can be 
used on a tablet computer or smart phone will help guide you around our night sky. It really does give a 
clear guide to the constellations and planets. You need to have the GPS turned on for the best results. 

 

                                                                                                                                             Keith Wright 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Quiz Answers 

1.   Run a mile in less than four minutes, with a time of 3:57.9, 46 days after Roger Bannister 

broke 4 minutes.  

2.   Canada, second to Russia. 

3.   Ant and Dec. 

4.   Lake Victoria, second to Lake Superior. 

5.   Smokey Robinson and the Miracles. 

6.   Michael Schumacher, who is also second in the number of first places behind Lews Hamilton. 

7.   Saturn, second to Jupiter 

8.   Pinocchio, after Snow White and the Seven Dwarves. 

9.   A Tale of Two Cities – 200 million copies, second behind Don Quixote with 500 million. 

10. Madonna. 

 

mailto:keithmwright@compuserve.com
http://www.heavens-above.com
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01305 236146 


