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Defib Runners in order of proximity  
to the Defib at Buckland Newton Village Hall 
 

Lisa Peart                  01300 345578 
Keith Darbyshire        01300 345196 
Gill Nell                      01300 345825 
Sandie Stout              01300 345135 
David Morris              01300 345402 
Geri Aitkenhead         07864 195619  

 
The Lydden Vale News is delivered to 
over four hundred households and has 
an excellent online presence via The 
Buckland Newton Community website 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

To promote your business in this space, 
please see the details on page 3 

NOW OPEN EVERY DAY 

 Breakfast Club available from 8am                               

for children aged from 2 years. 

Government Early Years Funding accepted,               

non-funded hours charged at  

Ã4.50 per hourð3 & 4 year olds 

Ã5.00 per hourð2 year olds 

For more information please contact the school office 

on: 01300 345393   

office@bucklandnewton.dorset.sch.uk 

http://www.bucklandnewton.com
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The Bit at the Beginning é. 

As we welcome another New Year does anyone else wish that this year goes 

a little bit slower. 2025 whizzed by without taking a breath.  

Iôm sure we all have big plans for 2026 ï I know I certainly have lots of 

projects to get on with ï just need to come out of hibernation! 

One of the challenges to be faced this year is the fact that Microsoft Publisher 

(which to be fair is a bit old school) will be no more. This is a problem for the 

Lydden Vale News as this is the software weôve used for some time now. 

There are alternatives like Word, but it will mean a lot of adjusting and           

re-sizing. I donôt claim to be an expert by any stretch of the imagination so any 

help, tips or advice on other software programmes that would be suitable 

would be gratefully received. We have until October. I know a lot of 

community newsletters are no longer produced and that there are people who 

still value receiving a hard copy of the LVN, (although it can also be found 

online at the Buckland Newton Community website). Is this the time to stop 

and rely on social media for our local information? Unfortunately, this would 

exclude some of the population. Also, do we consider the environment and all 

the paper it takes to produce over 400 copies? The cost of producing it is 

always a consideration as prices for printing have risen and we are solely 

dependent on advertising revenue, of course. Email lyddenvalley@gmail.com 

with any thoughts, comments or suggestions.  

Thank you.                                                                  Amanda 

************************************************************************************ 

 

 

The Buckland Newton 
Community Website 

 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

Your local website for up-to-date 
news, events, clubs, groups,  
directories for businesses and 

services - and information about the 
village and its surroundings 

(and the online version of the LVN!) 
------------------------------ 

The opinions implied or expressed in this 
newsletter are not necessarily those of the 
news team nor the publisher. Although every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy neither the 
news team nor the publisher accept liability 
for errors or omissions. Neither the news 
team nor the publisher accepts responsibility 
for any of the services or events advertised 
herein. No responsibility can be accepted for 
unsolicited manuscripts or imagery. The 
editor reserves the right to modify 
contributions. Printed by Sarum Graphics 

 Advertising to: 
 Email:  lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com 
 Advertising fees (wef 1 April 2024)  

Adverts to be sent in Word 
or jpeg formats please. 
(PDF is not compatible!) 

SIZE 1 Month 3 Months 12 Months 
12 Months 

Colour 

ȧ Page* Ã18.50 Ã34.00 Ã76.00 Ã95.00 

ı Page* Ã34.00 Ã67.50 Ã115.00 Ã145.00 

İ Page Ã67.50 Ã131.00 Ã165.00 Ã206.00 

Full Page Ã82.00 Ã197.00 Ã331.00 Ã415.00 

Publication Deadline: 
The deadline for submissions is on the 18th of every month 
 

Text, Photographs, Community Messages, Enquiries, etc. to Amanda at: 
 
Email:   lyddenvalley@gmail.com  
 
Meetings/interviews: arranged via email  

* ȧ Page Landscape please. ı Page Portrait - unless full width of page, 
in which case Landscape. Thank You! 
 

The LVN is a great place to advertise covering a broad and diverse area, 
whether you have a colour or mono advert! Kindly mention the Lydden Vale 
News when responding to advertisements. 
 

This Monthôs Front Cover Credit:  Keith Wright (see page 26) 

mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
http://www.bucklandnewton.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com


п 

WHATôS ON - JANUARY 2026 

Monday, Tuesday and Friday 

POST OFFICE 9am-12 noon  Buckland Newton Village Hall 

Friday 9th January ï 12.30 pm 

2ND FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB        (See page 12)    

2026 
Happy New Year everyone and our first get together is again in Buckland Newton Village Hall.   
Friday 9 January 12:30 p.m. for 12:45pm start 
 
The menu is as follows: 
Chicken Pot Pie or Corned Beef Hash 
Apple Crumble or Lemon Surprise Pudding 
 
If you would like to join us and have not already done so, please contact Bridget Hodges (01300 
345493). 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

 

Thursday 8th and 22nd January - 2 - 4 pm                                                                                                                              

We will meet for 2 sessions in January. 
 
On Thursday 8th from 2-4pm - in BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE HALL. 

There will be a charge for this session of Ã2 per person to cover the cost of Village 
Hall rental and tea/coffee.  
 

On Thursday 22nd January from 2-4pm - we will be back at The Gaggle of Geese. 
 
Come along and join us with whatever craft you like to do.  

All crafts and skills levels very welcome.  
 
Lyn Cox 01300 345739         Jane Willis 01300 345477 

 

 

 

****************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 20th January 1830 ï 2000 

BUCKLAND NEWTON YOUTH CLUBS ôPANTOMIME IN A DAYô - BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE 

HALL      (see page 6 for details) 

************************************************************************************************************************************************ 
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Friday 30th January 2026- 10.30 am                                                                                                                                 
BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE CAFE 

The cafe is always on the last Friday of the month.   xĲƣќƚШƓƨƣШƣőĲШĬċƣĲƚШŔŰШŸƨƖШĤƖċŰĬ
-ŰĲƽ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎΗΗ 

 
The first cafe of 2026 in on Friday 30th January from 10.30 to 12 noon in Buckland 
Newton Village Hall. 
 
Everyone welcome.    
Come along and catch up with friends and neighbours after all the Christmas festivities. 

 
Lyn Cox 01300 345739            Liza Hill 01300 345230 

 

*********************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 

 

 

Dates for your Diary: 
 
 
Sunday 22nd February ï 4.30 pm 

SERENDIPITY CONCERT OF MUSIC AND READINGS ï BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE HALL (See 
page 23 for details) 

 

************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

 
 
 
IMPORTANT - Defib and CPR practical Training Morning 
Saturday, 7

th
 March 2026 10am to noon in Buckland Newton Village Hall 

 
Led by Alan Hale, who runs an excellent practical session.  Anyone can attend. Ã5 (Runners free) 
Contact Fizz Lewis froglewis@hotmail.com to book a place. 
 
************************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Wednesday 21
st
 January ï 7.15 for 7.30 pm 

LYDDEN VALE GARDENING CLUB ï BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE HALL (See page 6) 

 

 

 

 

*************************************************************************************************************** 

Wednesday 28th January 8.30 pm 

PUB QUIZ ï THE GAGGLE OF GEESE (See page 7) 

*********************************************************************************************************************************************Ш 

mailto:froglewis@hotmail.com
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Lydden Vale Gardening Club 

 

The Club did not meet in December, and, unusually, the next meeting will be on the third Wednesday 
of the Month, Wednesday 21st. The meeting will be in Buckland Newton Village Hall, 7.15 for 7.30 pm 
as usual and both members and guests will be most welcome.  

This meeting will operate as a ñGardeners Question Timeò when all attending will have an opportunity 
to pose gardening questions to and hopefully obtain 
answers from the Panel of three local experts.                           

In addition, there will be a short talk by Kevin Pope on 
the problems arising from the arrival of the Asian      
Hornet in the UK. 

 

                                                                                                                             

                                                          Antony Parson 

 

 

 

 

 

*************************************************************** 
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ALEX FROST and   

NATHAN CURTIS 
MASTER THATCHERS 

Member of the National 

Society of Master Thatchers. 

Prompt Service, helpful 

advice 

Tel. 07580 050453.             

Email alexfazer6@msn.com 

Buckland Newton Village Hall 

 
Superb light and airy venue for Hire 

Kitchen, Covered Patio, Stage, Bar Area, Disabled Facilities and Wi-Fi 
 Weddings from Ã220   Childrenôs Parties, Local Events and regular hire from Ã12 an hour  

Call Ian Scott (Booking Secretary) for more information 01300 345455                                                         
or bnvillagehall@gmail.com - please use óHall Bookingô in subject title 
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January Break  to give us and our team a break, the pub will be closed until 2pm on         
Thursday 22nd January. 

Knit & Natter - Thursday 22nd January - the fortnightly crafting social group. Free to attend. 
Bring a project and perhaps some cake! 2.30 til 4.30pm 

Pub Quiz - Wednesday 28th January ï our popular Gaggle pub quiz. Fun evening of head 
scratchers, cryptic clues and general knowledge. Teams of up to 6. Ã2 per  person or free if you 
dine before the quiz. Booking required.  

 

ϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝ 

 

mailto:bngautoservices2001@gmail.com
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Buckland Newton Defibrillator  
 
The Defib Committee  
Fizz Lewis, Sandie Stout (01300 345135), Diana Wells and Jane Willis (01300 345477) 
Every year we publish information about the Defibrillator that we have here in Buckland Newton which is 
of particular benefit to those who have recently moved into the village. 
 
Where is it? 
The Defib is housed in an unlocked cupboard on the outside wall of BN Village Hall by the back door, 
off the kitchen. It is available for use in an emergency, after dialing 999 and as  
advised by the paramedics. It is in full working order, daily checked and maintained by the committee.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Using the Runner System 
Anyone can fetch the Defib, but we have órunnersô in the village who can fetch the defibrillator for you if 
you want.   A list of them plus phone numbers is published every month in the inside cover of the LVN.  
Do not call them for any other medical emergency, dial 999.  
 
Current list in order of proximity to hall 
Lisa Peart        01300 345578 
Keith Derbyshire 01300 345196 
Gill Nell            01300 345825 
Sandie Stout  01300 345135 
David Morris  01300 345402 
Geri Aitkenhead 07864 195619  
 
Who can use Defib? 
Anyone can use Defib, as it óspeaksô clear instructions about what to do.  Keep 999 paramedics on the 
phone on speaker until ambulance arrives. 
 
Useful Tips in an Emergency 
Some or all of the following symptoms could indicate a need for CPR and Defibrillation 
No signs of life - unresponsive 
Pale and clammy skin, blue lips 
Not breathing or unusual breathing 
 
Give some thought about how our defib scheme could work for you. 
Talk to a friend/neighbour in advance about fetching the defib in case you should need it. 
 
Attend a Training morning (see page 9) 
 
Try to stay calm. 
Turn on house lights, especially at night for ambulance to find you. 
Leave front door open 
Put phone on speaker 
The school also has a Defib for use during school opening hours.                           Cont . .. 
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NB.  Careline Users 
If you are a Careline User, please ensure your provider is aware of the existence of the Defib in the     
village. 
 
 
 
IMPORTANT - Defib and CPR practical Training Morning 
Saturday, 7th March 2026 10am to noon in Buckland Newton Village Hall, 
led by Alan Hale, who runs an excellent practical session.  Anyone can attend. Ã5 (Runners free) 
 

Contact Fizz Lewis ŦǊƻƎƭŜǿƛǎϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ to book a place. 
 
*********************************************************************************************************************** 

Buckland Newton Community Car Scheme ï How things have changed 
 
The BN Community Car Scheme was set up in 2014 and was originally aimed at supporting individuals 
over 50 years old who lived in the parish of Buckland Newton, who may have been at risk of rural       
isolation. The aim was to support them get to medical appointments, assist with shopping, taking them to 
hairdressers etc. Volunteer drivers supported these individuals. 
 
The intention was never to take away business from the local bus service or in those days local taxi    
services. 
 
In 2018 we covered 195 requests for lifts but in 2024-25 only 45. Most of the journeys back in 2018 were 
over to Cerne Abbas surgery for doctorsô appointments ï how life has changed in so few years! 
 
The scheme has evolved over the years to support the needs of community, especially after Covid and 
now we find that many medical appointments are further afield with journeys in the last year to Taunton 
and Bouremouth hospitals as well as dentists on Portland. 
 
Clients now need to register with us, and they pay an annual Ã10 subscription to be able to use the     
service. We ask for a donation of 50p per mile travelled, to go towards paying for the driversô costs,    
insurance etc. We ask for at least 48 hrs notice of requests for journeys. 
 
Volunteer drivers give up their time freely to support the scheme, and they often support other activities 
in the village too. All are DBS checked and are issued with hospital parking permits and receive 45p per 
mile they have driven.   
 
Although we lost our bus service a few years ago, there is still a taxi company based in Cerne Abbas 
who may be able to assist, although they generally do airport runs. Alternative transport options were 
investigated by the Parish Council, but they were not viable due to costs. A letter has recently been   
written to Edward Morrello, our local MP, who is apparently following up parishioner concerns about the 
lack of public transport. 
 
Many community car schemes only cover journeys to medical appointments and are struggling to find 
volunteer drivers. In our last financial year, the lifts were covered by 10 volunteer drivers, however we 
also had 5 drivers who had to stand down at various times of the year, due to various reasons. Although 
we donôt want to, we may in future have to prioritise the type of lifts we can cover. 
 
If you feel that you would like to know more about either using the car scheme as a client or as a        
volunteer driver, then please contact Sheila Crouch on 07733 849264 or email on                            
bncarscheme@gmail.com. 
 
 
********************************************************************************************************************* 

mailto:froglewis@hotmail.com


мл 

 

Hard Wood Logs for Sale 

Ash, Beech and Oak seasoned logs 

 

Free delivery within 20 mile radius of  

Buckland Newton  
 

Dumpy Bag £100  
 

Contact 

01963 23733 ~ 01300 345338 ~ 07903 535745 
 

PATRICK NEEDHAM 
 

NCH & ND in Arboriculture 

Tree Surgery, Woodland Management 

Hedge Trimming 

Chipping Service 

N.P.T.C. Qualified  (chainsaw & spraying use) 

Fully Insured 

TEL: 07899 924545 or 01258 817382 

Bartletts Carpets  
 

Carpet and vinyl fitting specialists 
supply and fit or fit only. 

 
Home selection service available. 

 
We offer a whipping service, make your off  

cuts into mats. 
 

Office -  01963 365724 
Mob - 07968845623 

PESTWRIGHT 
 

Traditional Mole Catcher   
Rats, Mice, Squirrels etc 

 

BPCA qualified and insured 
 

Call Jim on  
 07854 395112 

www.pestwright.co.uk 
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Winter feels like a quieter time in nature. Lower temperatures and less    

daylight make a lot of wildlife less active, but many species are still easy to 

spot and will appreciate a helping hand in chilly conditions.  

Plant a hedge: Winter is tree planting season and if you have the space, creating a mixed hedge or shrubby     
border of native species can make an enormous difference for wildlife. Plants will offer vital shelter from the       
elements, dense, spiny branches are great nesting spots and abundant flowers and  berries will feed all manner of 
bees, butterflies, birds and more.                                                             

Supply a smorgasbord for most of the year by selecting species carefully. Blackthorn and hawthorn are great 
choices for early spring blossom. Good options to provide pollen, nectar and fruits for late spring through to autumn 
include dog rose, field maple, guelder rose, dogwood, bramble, wild  honeysuckle and common ivy. Many of the 
berries, including those of blackthorn and hawthorn, will last well into winter.  

Help birds find a home: The spring breeding season is just around the corner and as soon as the new year 
dawns, birds will be scouting for homes to raise their chicks. Winter is a good time to give existing nest boxes a 
good clean in preparation, or to put up new ones.  

Leave seedheads standing: As plants die back, delay the traditional garden tidy 
up and choose to leave some of the seedheads standing. The seeds will provide 
food for birds and small mammals, and hollow stems and intricate seedheads are 
valuable shelter for overwintering insects like ladybirds. Theyôll add structure and 
interest to your outdoor space for winter too, with common plants like angelica 
and sea holly looking as stunning dusted with frost as they do in flower.             
Alternatively, cut stems back and leave small piles in quieter areas.  

Avoid turning the compost heap: Turning your compost wonôt hurt wildlife, but it 
will disturb any hibernating slow worms, frogs or hedgehogs from their winter 
slumber. Moving compost around in cold conditions will lose some of that all-
important heat needed for decomposition too, so itôs best for everyone to wait until 
spring when the weather warms up and any residents have moved on.  

Monitor hedgehog feeding stations: Hedgehogs can hibernate from around October to April but may still be out 
and about in early winter if conditions are mild. They may also wake up for brief periods to search for food as fat 
reserves deplete, especially if they were born later in the year, so itôs worth leaving some food undercover at all 
times. A bowl of cat biscuits will stay dry and edible for at least a week.  

Thaw icy waters: When temperatures drop, remedy frozen bird baths whenever possible so wildlife can access 

drinking and bathing water. When surfaces freeze, defrost them by carefully pouring warm water over them ï but 

not boiling water as containers could crack. For ponds, try floating a ball in the water to maintain an airhole for 

frogs and newts that may be hibernating in the depths.   

Make a toad abode: Toads donôt hibernate in winter but spend most of their time burrowed into mud or compost to 
conserve energy, emerging to forage during milder spells. Give them a ready-made shelter with a large, upturned 
plant pot in a shady spot. Place it upside down over soft soil with one edge propped up for toads to crawl under 
and burrow or lay the pot on its side and half fill it with soil, moss or leaves.  

Feed the birds:  As temperatures plummet and food becomes difficult to find, a helping hand can make all the  
difference for birds. Keep tables and hanging feeders topped up with calorie-rich supplies like fat balls, peanuts 
and sunflower hearts to help them replenish the extra energy they use to keep warm.  

Plan ahead for future winters by planting a tree and letting nature provide. Itôs the perfect time to plant and one of 
the most satisfying and hassle-free ways to offer valuable food and shelter for a whole host of wildlife. 

                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                           www.woodlandtrust.org.uk 

********************************************************************************************************************* 

 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/a-z-of-british-trees/blackthorn/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/a-z-of-british-trees/hawthorn/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/plants/wild-flowers/dog-rose/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/a-z-of-british-trees/field-maple/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/a-z-of-british-trees/guelder-rose/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/a-z-of-british-trees/dogwood/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/plants/wild-flowers/bramble/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/plants/wild-flowers/honeysuckle/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/plants/wild-flowers/ivy/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2021/03/ladybird-identification/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/reptiles-and-amphibians/slow-worm/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/reptiles-and-amphibians/common-frog/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/mammals/hedgehog/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/reptiles-and-amphibians/common-toad/
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Village History 

Are you interested in joining a group to research and record the history of Buckland Newton? 

We are looking for like-minded people who are willing to put some time and effort into researching,     

presenting and archiving the history of the parish, and to make it readily accessible to all on a             

long-term basis. 

Initially we have thought of four areas for research: 

ΝЮ The period from 1840 to 1939. There is a lot of information readily available in the form of tithe map, 
census and other data. This could be analysed and presented to tell the story of the village over that time 

period. 

ΞЮ Prior to 1840, back to medieval times and beyond, there is material to be researched. This would 
probably mean time being spent on-line or in the Dorset History Centre, for example. 

ΟЮ Recording the history of the parish from the Second World War to the present day for future           
generations before it is lost. This could be recording peoplesô memories, taking photographs, recording 

important events, etc. 

Tracing the history of individual buildings in the parish. 
We appreciate that several people over the years have researched various aspects of Buckland Newton 

history. If those people are willing to share their work, we think it would be good to assemble it in a    

common format and make it available to both present and future generations. 

If you are interested, in the first instance contact either: 

Andy Waring at andywaring12@gmail.com or 

John Baker at johnbaker386@outlook.com  

Family History 

On a slightly different matter ï 

Are you interested in researching your family history, but donôt know where to start or would like some 

help? 

Would you like to join a self-help group to perhaps meet once a month, where those with experience 

could help those who are just starting out? 

If so, whether you are starting out or you have skills to offer, please contact me, John Baker, at: 

johnbaker386@outlook.com or 01300 345386. 

*********************************************************************************************************************** 

2
nd
 Friday Lunch Club 

Decemberôs Christmas lunch in the Village Hall was WONDERFUL. We had a fantastic traditional 
meal, and everyone agreed it was one of the best ever.  

Secret Santa was very generous, and everyone received a present. As always, our volunteer          
helpers were very busy before, during and after the meal itself.  

We do appreciate the work they put in to give us such a lovely time, and we were pleased that for once 
they were able to sit down and eat with us. 

                                                                                                                          Janet Sealy 

(Photos opposite) 

                                                                                                                                       

 

mailto:andywaring12@gmail.com
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AQUAHEAT SERVICES 
LIMITED 

Plumbing, Heating & Oil Maintenance & Services 
Reliable and professional service at reasonable rates 

No call out charges 
Free quotes with no obligation 

Fully insured 
 

 
Mobile: 07833 580241 
Email: jim@aquaheatservices.co.uk 

mailto:jim@aquaheatservices.co.uk
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