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Defib Runners in order of proximity  
to the Defib at Buckland Newton Village Hall 
 

Lisa Peart                  01300 345578 
Keith Darbyshire        01300 345196 
Gill Nell                      01300 345825 
Sandie Stout              01300 345135 
David Morris              01300 345402 
Geri Aitkenhead         07864 195619  

 
The Lydden Vale News is delivered to 
over four hundred households and has 
an excellent online presence via The 
Buckland Newton Community website 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

To promote your business in this space, 
please see the details on page 3 

NOW OPEN EVERY DAY 

 Breakfast Club available from 8am                               

for children aged from 2 years. 

Government Early Years Funding accepted,               

non-funded hours charged at  

Ã4.50 per hourð3 & 4 year olds 

Ã5.00 per hourð2 year olds 

For more information please contact the school office 

on: 01300 345393   

office@bucklandnewton.dorset.sch.uk 

http://www.bucklandnewton.com
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The Bit at the Beginning é. 

How is it June already? Our thoughts turn to the many opportunities to 

enjoy an Afternoon Cream Tea for the next 3 months (at least!) ï if not at 

the many Village Fetes, then Holy Rood Church are holding a fundraising 

Afternoon tea on 21
st
 June with the added enticement of a glass of fizz. I 

can feel my waistband expanding as I write this ï thank goodness for 

wide-leg drawstring trousers! However, one of the few óperksô of being 

Coeliac is that, if there are no gluten free offerings, I can feel smug if not 

massively disappointed. Hopefully, as last month was Coeliac Awareness 

Month, there will be more gluten free cakes on offer this summer as well 

as savoury treats ï not just Brownies! This sounds like Iôm starting to rant, 

but as this is a serious condition, (not a lifestyle choice) thereôs nothing 

worse than going out for the day and all there is to eat are a packet of 

crisps. It is slowly getting better, but a common complaint of Coeliacs is 

that they have to take food on a day out ï just in case! Luckily, the 

talented cooks and bakers in Buckland Newton have made great efforts to 

include gluten free, dairy free and nut free options so there is always a 

tasty morsel at the Village Caf® and, of course, the Buckland Newton 

Village Fete. It is always key to have ingredients lists, which we make 

sure we do at the Fete, so as to avoid any nasty surprises. As we all 

become more aware of the many different dietary requirements, it really 

doesnôt have to be complicated and makes for eating out a much more 

enjoyable experience for us all. 

                                                                                                        Amanda 

______________________________________________________ 

 

The Buckland Newton 
Community Website 

 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

Your local website for up-to-date 
news, events, clubs, groups,  
directories for businesses and 

services - and information about the 
village and its surroundings 

(and the online version of the LVN!) 
------------------------------ 

The opinions implied or expressed in this 
newsletter are not necessarily those of the 
news team nor the publisher. Although every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy neither the 
news team nor the publisher accept liability 
for errors or omissions. Neither the news 
team nor the publisher accepts responsibility 
for any of the services or events advertised 
herein. No responsibility can be accepted for 
unsolicited manuscripts or imagery. The 
editor reserves the right to modify 
contributions. Printed by Sarum Graphics 

 Advertising to: 
 Email:  lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com 
 Advertising fees (wef 1 April 2024)  

Adverts to be sent in Word 
or jpeg formats please. 
(PDF is not compatible!) 

SIZE 1 Month 3 Months 12 Months 
12 Months 

Colour 

ȧ Page* Ã18.50 Ã34.00 Ã76.00 Ã95.00 

ı Page* Ã34.00 Ã67.50 Ã115.00 Ã145.00 

İ Page Ã67.50 Ã131.00 Ã165.00 Ã206.00 

Full Page Ã82.00 Ã197.00 Ã331.00 Ã415.00 

Publication Deadline: 
The deadline for submissions is on the 18th of every month 
 

Text, Photographs, Community Messages, Enquiries, etc. to Amanda at: 
 
Email:   lyddenvalley@gmail.com  
 
Meetings/interviews: arranged via email  

* ȧ Page Landscape please. ı Page Portrait - unless full width of page, 
in which case Landscape. Thank You! 
 

The LVN is a great place to advertise covering a broad and diverse area, 
whether you have a colour or mono advert! Kindly mention the Lydden Vale 
News when responding to advertisements. 
 

This Monthôs Front Cover Credit:  Mandy Jarvis 

mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
http://www.bucklandnewton.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
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WHATôS ON - JUNE 2025  

Thursday 12th and 26th June - 2 pm                                                                                                                             

KNIT AND NATTER  

Our sessions for June are on Thursday afternoons - 12th and 26th 

At the Gaggle of Geese.  From 2-4 pm.   Everyone and all crafts very       

welcome. 

 

Come along and join us, either with your favourite craft or if you would like to 

learn a new skill.  We always have knitters and crocheters who are   happy to 

teach and inspire. 

Felt craft, patchwork, tapestry and embroidery are also represented. Always 

lots of nattering and there is cake éé. what more could you want? 

 

Lyn 01300 345739 or Jane 01300 345477 

*********************************************************************************** 

Wednesday 11
th
 June  6.15 pm 

LYDDEN VALE GARDENING CLUB      

Tour of  Charles Dowdingsô óNo Digô Gardens at Homeacres  

(See page 13 for details) 

 

 

***************************************************************************** 

Friday 13th June ï 12.15 pm 

2
ND
 FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB                                                                                                                                  

Last month we had an outing to a new venue, The Folke Golf Club (9 holes for those who like to play 
a round) just outside Sherborne.  After driving through twisting country lanes with delightful views we      
arrived at our destination.  

The staff were very warm and welcoming, and we were treated to a wonderful roast carvery.  It was so 
plentiful Lunch Club members were offered doggy bags so they could enjoy second helpings at home. 

You don't have to be a member to have lunch there and we would certainly like a  return visit. 

This month on Friday 13th June we are back in Buckland Newton Village Hall to enjoy a relaxed meal of 
summer salads, quiches, cold meats, new potatoes, etc., with trifle or fruit salad to follow.   

Please plan to arrive at about 12.15 for a 12.30 start. 

As always, if you have not already done so, please confirm your attendance to Bridget Hodges (01300 345493).   

If you are thinking of becoming a member, Jan Burnett 01300 348627 - our founder member - can give you more information.                                                                                                                                     

************************************************************************************************************************************************ 
 

Saturday 7 June 10 am 

VILLAGE HALL AGM AT BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE HALL. ALL ARE WELCOME! 

*********************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Tuesday 10 June ï 7 pm 

BUCKLAND NEWTON ANNUAL MEETING FOR PARISHIONERS AND COMMUNITY GROUPS IN THE     

PARISH PAVILION            (See page 22 for details) 

******************************************************************************************************************************************** 
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Monday, Tuesday and Friday 

POST OFFICE 9am-12 noon  Buckland Newton Village Hall 

Friday 27th June- 10.30 am                                                                                                                                
BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE CAF£ 

The cafe for June is on Friday 27th.  From 10.30 to noon 
Everyone welcome - locals and visitors. 
A good chance to catch up with your friends and neighbours over a 
cuppa and cake. 
Coffee/Tea and Cake for Ã1.50 
 
{ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
 
[ȅƴ /ƻȄ  опртоф         [ƛȊŀ Iƛƭƭ опрнол 

 
******************************************************************************** 

Saturday 21
st
 June  - 2.30 pm 

HOLY ROOD CHURCH 

MIDSUMMERS  DAY TRADITIONAL ENGLISH AFTERNOON TEA  (See page 6 for details)           

************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

Saturday 14
th
 June 10.30 ï 12.30 

COFFEE MORNING ï PULHAM VILLAGE HALL (See page 6 for details) 

 

********************************************************************************************************************************************* 

Saturday 26
th
 July 12 pm 

GAGGLEFEST       (See page 6 for details) 

******************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Buckland Newton Village Plant Sale ï update 
 
The Annual Village Plant Sale was held in the Village Hall and Parish Room on Saturday 10 May and once again was very    
successful, raising Ã1,162 for Weldmar Hospice. 
 
There was the usual rush at the beginning with people hoping to be one of the lucky ones to get one of the most amazing     
tomato plants along with a fantastic variety of annual and perennial plants. Even if you have no intention of buying anything, it is 
impossible not to be tempted by the more unusual or interesting specimens.  
 
Thanks go to everyone who grew and donated plants and to those who organised, helped or supported on the day. 

 
********************************************************************************************************************** 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 

 

Friday 11
th
 July 

BUCKLAND NEWTON C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL SUMMER SPECTACULAR 

******************************************************************************************************************************************** 
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PATRICK NEEDHAM 
 

NCH & ND in Arboriculture 

Tree Surgery, Woodland Management 

Hedge Trimming 

Chipping Service 

N.P.T.C. Qualified  (chainsaw & spraying use) 

Fully Insured 

TEL: 07899 924545 or 01258 817382 

Buckland Newton Community Car Scheme 

Want to visit town, the hairdressers or just meet a friend for coffee?                                                       

Perhaps you have a medical appointment?                                                                                      

Our volunteer drivers offer a door-to-door service for residents of the Buckland 

Newton parish.                                 

A return journey to Dorchester or Sherborne costs approximately Ã11.00.                                                      

For more information, please ring 07733 849264 or email bncarscheme@gmail.com. 

 
Bartletts Carpets  

 
Carpet and vinyl fitting specialists 

supply and fit or fit only. 
 

Home selection service available. 
 

We offer a whipping service, make your off  
cuts into mats. 

 
Office -  01963 365724 
Mob - 07968845623 

Knit & Natter - Thursday 12th & 26th June - the fortnightly crafting group. Free to attend. Bring a    
project and perhaps some cake! 2 til 4pm. 

Axe Throwing & Archery!  -  we have teamed up with Dorset Medieval Archery to offer axe    
throwing in the Gaggle gardens most Saturdays 4pm to 7pm. Be taught the art of axe throwing and 
then see if you can win a prize by setting the highest score of the day! No need to book, just pop along 
and have a go for just Ã6.  Bookable archery sessions in the Gaggle gardens across the week are now 
also available through www.dorsetmedievalarchery.co.uk  

Pizza Saturdays!  -  our popular wood-fired pizzas are back! Cooking in the garden in our wood-fired 
oven with our own dough. Most Saturdays across the summer. Booking recommended. Eat at the pub 
or takeaway. 

Open Mic Night - Wednesday 4th June ï pop down from 8pm to 10pm to enjoy local musicians. Or 
be brave and join in with a song or two. 

Willow Weaving - Wednesday 18th June - a day course learning how to make willow baskets 
(beginner or more advanced). Lunch, tea & cake included! Tickets available via 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/gaggle or by contacting the pub. 

Gagglefest ï Saturday 26th July ï our annual family friendly music festival. Two stages, seven bands, 
three bars, kidsô zone, pizzas, BBQ, axe throwing craft stalls and more! Tickets on sale over the bar 
and via www.ticketsource.co.uk/gaggle 

Village Fete - Monday 25th August ï the annual village fete hosted in the Gaggle gardens. Stalls, 
cakes, games, live music, dog show and more! The fete raises money for village groups & causes. And 
we need your help to run stalls and help on the day. Get in touch or have a chat with Simon or Sarah 
about how you can get involved. 

ϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝ 

http://www.dorsetmedievalarchery.co.uk
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/gaggle
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/gaggle
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News from Cerne Abbas Surgery 
 
SANDS Awareness Month ï Breaking the Silence on Baby Loss 

Each June, SANDS (Stillbirth and Neonatal Death Society) lead a national awareness campaign to break the     

silence surrounding the death of babies before, during, or shortly after birth. SANDS Awareness Month is a time to 

support those affected by baby loss and to raise vital awareness about the impact it has on families. 

Stillbirth and neonatal death affect thousands of families in the UK every year. The emotional and psychological 

effects are profound, and the grief can be lifelong. SANDS provides critical support, resources, and a community 

for bereaved parents and families, as well as campaigning to improve maternity safety and reduce baby deaths. 

This month, we stand with those who have experienced unimaginable loss. Whether through lighting a candle, 

wearing the SANDS colours, or simply starting a conversation, there are many ways to show support and help end 

the silence around baby loss. 

To find out more or to access support, visit the SANDS website at: www.sands.org.uk 

 

Your Health, Your Way ï Make Use of NHS AïZ and NHS 111 Online 

Did you know you can access trusted, up-to-date medical information and guidance from the NHS at your           

fingertips? 

The NHS AïZ of Health (available at nhs.uk/conditions) is an excellent online resource covering a wide range of 

conditions, symptoms, treatments, and advice. Whether you're looking for information on a minor health concern or 

guidance on managing a long-term condition, the NHS website is a reliable place to startðhelping you better     

understand your health and make informed decisions. 

For urgent medical concerns that are not life-threatening, NHS 111 Online (111.nhs.uk) is available 24/7. It can 

help you find out what to do and where to go if youôre feeling unwell, need advice, or require urgent care. You may 

be directed to a local pharmacy, out-of-hours GP, or other appropriate serviceðsaving you time and helping      

reduce pressure on emergency services. 

Save time, stay informed, and take control of your health by visiting these trusted NHS resources today. 

 

Meet  Chris ï Our First Contact Physiotherapist (FCP) at Cerne Abbas Surgery 

We are pleased to offer a First Contact Physiotherapy (FCP) service here at Cerne Abbas Surgery every      

Friday, led by our experienced musculoskeletal practitioner, Chris. 

Chris is here to help patients with muscle, joint, or bone problemsðsuch as back pain, neck stiffness, sports 

injuries, or joint discomfort. As an FCP, he is specially trained to assess, diagnose, and manage musculoskeletal 

issues without needing to see a GP first. He can offer expert advice, recommend exercises, refer for further      

treatment if needed, and help you manage your condition effectively. 

If you're experiencing aches or pains affecting your movement or daily life, you can book directly with Chrisðno 

GP appointment needed. 

To arrange an appointment, simply contact our reception team. 

Let Chris help you get back to feeling your best! 

                                                                                                                             Logan Mitchell 

 

óI would like to express my heartfelt appreciation for your very many kind and touching             
retirement cards - it has been a privilege to serve the community. I have bought 2 chairs & a small 
table for our evening sunshine with your generous donations, and the practice has also kindly 
purchased a óbananaô bench too. All to be enjoyed in the garden when I am not volunteering in 
Malawi and Nepal or travelling near & far!  
With my very best wishes, Dr Jeremy Dobbs.ô 
 
********************************************************************************************************************* 

https://www.sands.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/
https://111.nhs.uk/
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Matt Russellôs epic 50-mile Charity Ultra Challenge 

Congratulations to Matt for his magnificent effort on a sunny and very hot May day to take on this epic 

challenge.  

Although he didnôt complete his target distance he wasnôt alone as over 500 people withdrew over the 

various distances of between 10k and 100k due to injuries and the blistering sun and he still managed to 

raise a fantastic Ã1910 which will be going to the following charities in memory of Ethan Mullins, Melvyn 

Russell and Dean Drinnan: 

The Teenage Cancer Trust  

Teddy 20 

The Ben Saunders Foundation 

The Brain Charity 

Mind    

As Matt said himself ï óI am so proud of the distance completed and all the training prep and will learn 
and take things away from this experience for next time. This journey wasnôt about me; it was about the 
three awesome people who were taken away from us far too early. They will never be forgotten. 

I would also like to thank everyone for their support and donations.ô  

 

**********************************************************************************************************************                                                                                                       
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Hard Wood Logs for Sale 

Ash, Beech and Oak seasoned logs 

 

Free delivery within 20 mile radius of  

Buckland Newton  
 

Dumpy Bag £100  
 

Contact 

01963 23733 ~ 01300 345338 ~ 07903 535745 
 

PESTWRIGHT 
 

Traditional Mole Catcher   
Rats, Mice, Squirrels etc 

 

BPCA qualified and insured 
 

Call Jim on  
 07854 395112 

www.pestwright.co.uk 

ALL THINGS BLOOMING LOVELY 

I LOVE being part of the Holy Rood Church flower 

arranging team. It is, in my opinion, the very best way 

of volunteering in Buckland Newton. Itôs a delightful 

mix of solitude, creativity and community. We are a 

small team (of some of the nicest people in the      

village) who work together under the guidance of  

Carol Grant to help the church be blooming lovely 

throughout the year. I am not perhaps your stereotypical flower arranger. I have no experience in flower 

arranging, do not attend church regularly and work full time. But I do love plants, enjoy being creative 

and value being part of our community. My Grandma was a óflower ladyô and I grew up helping her do 

the flowers in her church during the school holidays just up the road in Templecombe. I get a             

tremendous sense of connection to her by becoming a óflower ladyô myself in my own village. 

So, how does it work? We each take two-week slots throughout the year where we look after the floral 

displays in church. We then come together as a team at festival times such as Easter, Harvest and 

Christmas. The only ómeetingô as such, is in Springtime where we get together for tea and cake at     

Carolôs and work out the year ahead (and enjoy catching up with each other). When I first joined the 

team, I was paired with the oh-so-lovely Wendy. We shared two-week slots on the rota and with the 

guidance and encouragement from Wendy and the rest of the team I have slowly found my feet. I very 

much prove that anyone can have a go! 

There are no rules as to how we do the flowers during our two weeks, we all express our own creativity. 

I love guessing whoôs done which arrangement and I have begun to come up with descriptions for our 

individual styles. My own style I have named óhedgerow chicô (with added gnomes at Christmas!). No 

matter what I do or how hard I try it always ends up looking like a hedgerow. (This may be because I 

have my own self-imposed rule that I can only use foliage and flowers that I can find in the garden or in 

the village. In Springtime is there anything better than the lime green of the newly burst open Beech 

trees?). Other styles in the team I have named include Jan Bôs ócottage garden delightô, Jan Môs 

óflamboyant glamourô and Carolôs óunderstated eleganceô. 

Maybe you could join our team and add your style to our mix? We would love to welcome newcomers to 

our happy floral band. If you are interested in finding out more contact Carol on 01300 345119. 

                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                 Mandy Jarvis 

 

********************************************************************************************************************** 
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BUCKLAND NEWTON COMMUNITY LAND TRUST -                             

FINANCE ADMINISTRATOR REQUIRED 
 

The volunteer Trustees, responsible for the day to day running of the village affordable housing scheme 
at Lydden Meadow are looking for a voluntary Finance Administrator to join the team. The position 

involves some basic knowledge in accounting amounting to around 2 hours of time a month, principally 
paying ad hoc bills and keeping the Dropbox expenses entries up to date, plus filing the Annual Return 

with our professional auditors. 
 

An alternative option is for a paid position as Clerk to the Trust with remuneration to be agreed on an 
hourly basis. This would involve being responsible for the financial side (as above), plus dealing with 
paperwork (fairly minimal), taking minutes at the approximately 4 Board Meetings held each year, and 

liaising between the Trustees and residents of Lydden Meadow when necessary. 
 

Anyone interested please contact nickibarker.uk@gmail.com or lysander@computeraide.co.uk 
 

Buckland Newton Environment Group  

Update on Project Swift 
 

The February edition of The Lydden Vale News included an article about the Buckland Newton            

Environment Group (BNEG) interest in helping swifts, a bird that is currently experiencing difficulties 

largely caused by the decreasing availability of suitable nest sites. As described in that article, swifts   

prefer to return to previously used nest sites or, if this is no longer possible, to join an already established 

colony. In recognition of this behaviour, and to help us to install nest boxes in appropriate locations, we 

asked readers who were aware of any current nest sites or places where swifts have been seen to advise 

the BNEG so that we can optimise the chances of our efforts bearing fruit. The return of the swifts has 

started a little earlier this year and we understand that there have already been sightings in Alton Pancras 

and Cerne Abbas. However, we would still very much welcome notifications of further sightings whilst the 

birds are here. However, we acknowledge that not everyone aspires to be an ornithologist and that swifts 

in flight can easily be confused with swallows and house martins so, to help spot the bird that you are 

looking at, I have attached an image that will hopefully help.  

Should you be lucky enough to see any swifts then please, please let us know at bnenvgr@gmail.com 

and, by doing so, you will be helping us to help this wonderful bird. 

  

                                                                                                                                             David Adams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*********************************************************************************************************************************** 

 

mailto:nickibarker.uk@gmail.com
mailto:lysander@computeraide.co.uk
mailto:bnenvgr@gmail.com
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Buckland Newton Youth Club 

It has been a busy few weeks (as usual) for the Youth Club.  Members have enjoyed taking part in an archery  
session, time on the Parish Field and a visit from "Fowl Play" a Samba Band based in Shroton - who appropriately 
dress as chickens! 
 
Work on the Youth Club's allotment is also continuing a-pace.  Led by Mark Chappell, inspired by Francis Tophill 
of Gardeners World fame, and with windows donated from a local residence the older Youth Club members have 
been working to build a greenhouse.  An original design it is hoped the greenhouse will provide additional space to 
grow vegetables or even a vine!   
 
The young people will be planting out their vegetables over the next few weeks that they started in the polytunnel 
and earthing up their potatoes.  If we can keep the rabbits at bay, maybe we can get some exhibits for the      
County Show? 
 
Looking forward to the next six weeks, in particular the Wild Camp at the Dutch Barn at the end of Landscome-
Lane and the end of term trip to Dorset Water Park.                                              
                                                                                                                                              Kate Parish 
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LYDDEN VALE GARDENING CLUB 

Although gardeners and farmers have been crying out for rain 
throughout May, the 35 members and friends travelling to 
Exbury Gardens were glad it stayed dry and warm for the 
coach outing.   

The gardens covering an area of 200 acres, bordering the   
Beaulieu River, are well known for plantings of Rhododendrons 
and Azaleas having been created in 1919 by Lionel De      
Rothschild who had a passion for both. The  colours were just 
stunning. With all that space and in spite of a full car park, plus 
coach loads of visitors, it was easy to get lost and not see    
another soul, let alone from our party, during the visit. A mini 
gauge steam railway was a pleasant way to travel and view the 
gardens on the north side of the estate.  

Our next summer visit on Weds 11th June is to the equally     
famous óNO DIGô gardens of CHARLES DOWDING, at 
HOMEACRES, in the village of Alhampton, Nr Castle Cary. 
Many of you may have attended his talk last March.  

We are booked to arrive at 6.15pm for a 6.30pm tour with 
Charles. Numbers are restricted and priority will be given to 
members.  

Parking is limited at Homeacres, but there is space at the  
nearby Alhampton Pub. Food is not normally served on a 
Wednesday, but the chef is prepared to cook should there be 
sufficient interest. 

If you havenôt already put your name down, please  
contact Jan  Burnett on 01300 348627 or by email 
greystonebn@yahoo.co.uk by the 4th June.  

                                                                                                                             
Jan Burnett 

 

 

                                                           
************************************************************** 
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