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Defib Runners in order of proximity  
to the Defib at Buckland Newton Village Hall 
 

Lisa Peart                  01300 345578 
Keith Darbyshire        01300 345196 
Gill Nell                      01300 345825 
Sandie Stout              01300 345135 
David Morris              01300 345402 
Deki Bray                   07909 521215 
Geri Aitkenhead         07864 195619 
 
 

 

The Lydden Vale News is delivered to over 
four hundred households and has an 

excellent online presence via The Buckland 
Newton Community website 
www.bucklandnewton.com 

 
To promote your business in this space, 
please see the details on page 3. 

NOW OPEN EVERY DAY 

 Breakfast Club available from 8am                               

for children aged from 2 years. 

Government Early Years Funding accepted,               

non-funded hours charged at  

Ã4.50 per hourð3 & 4 year olds 

Ã5.00 per hourð2 year olds 

For more information please contact the school office 

on: 01300 345393   

office@bucklandnewton.dorset.sch.uk 

 

http://www.bucklandnewton.com
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Lydden Vale News Team 
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Amanda McKenna 

lyddenvalley@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
Vincent McKenna 

 
Advertising Manager 
Alan Simmons 

All Enquiries and Adverts to: 
lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com 

 
Reports/Articles/Interviews 
lyddenvalley@gmail.com 

 
Distribution 
Dave White 
07391 708851 

 
Distributors 
Pauline Adams 
Bridget Baker 
John Baker 
Nicki Barker 

Damian Brothers 
Jane Collins 
Jeremy Collins 
Jenny Jesty 
Elodie Franklin 
David Morris 
John Marjoram 
Jenny Donnelly 
Janet Sealy 
Helen Simpson 
Jane West 
Susan Moring 

 
Spare copies available from  
The Old Chapel Stores 

 
 
 

The Bit at the Beginning é. 

We finished the month of May with a scorcher ï hence I edited this 

months LVN in my nice cool study. Apparently, Sash windows are 

supposed to work like Air Con, clever Victorians ï cold incoming air 

pushes out hot air. Not sure the Victorians had to contend with nearly 

30-degree heat though. Weôve had to keep our Golden Retriever 

indoors in the heat of the day otherwise she would lay out (in the 

shade) all day. She has the use of a doggy paddling pool, but is too 

scared to get in. Iôve been in it more than she has! For a dog who will 

lay out in the garden in the rain, youôd think sheôd love the hose on a 

misty setting. Oh no! 

Letôs hope the June weather is a bit more ósensibleô ï the odd shower 
at night and a nice warm English summer with a gentle breeze. In our 
dreams! 

                                                                                                    Amanda 

NEW LVN DISTRIBUTOR REQUIRED: 

A vacancy exists for a new distributor of the Lydden Vale News in Buckland 

Newton. This is a voluntary position on a central Buckland Newton round. It is 
expected to take 30 minutes delivery time. If you can help, please contact 
Vincent McKenna on 07799 641718. 

                                                                                                                                                   

****************************************************************************** 

 

The Buckland Newton 
Community Website 

 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

Your local website for up-to-date 
news, events, clubs, groups,  
directories for businesses and 

services - and information about the 
village and its surroundings 

(and the online version of the LVN!) 
------------------------------ 

The opinions implied or expressed in this 
newsletter are not necessarily those of the 
news team nor the publisher. Although every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy neither the 
news team nor the publisher accept liability 
for errors or omissions. Neither the news 
team nor the publisher accepts responsibility 
for any of the services or events advertised 
herein. No responsibility can be accepted for 
unsolicited manuscripts or imagery. The 
editor reserves the right to modify 
contributions. Printed by Sarum Graphics 

 Advertising to: 
 Email:  lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com 
 Advertising fees (wef 1 April 2024)  

Adverts to be sent in Word 
or jpeg formats please. 
(PDF is not compatible!) 

SIZE 1 Month 3 Months 12 Months 
12 Months 

Colour 

ȧ Page* Ã20.00 Ã40.00 Ã85.00 Ã110.00 

ı Page* Ã40.00 Ã75.00 Ã125.00 Ã160.00 

İ Page Ã75.00 Ã140.00 Ã175.00 Ã230.00 

Full Page Ã90.00 Ã210.00 Ã350.00 Ã450.00 

Publication Deadline: 
The deadline for submissions is on the 18th of every month 
 

Text, Photographs, Community Messages, Enquiries, etc. to Amanda at: 
 
Email:   lyddenvalley@gmail.com  
 
Meetings/interviews: arranged via email  

* ȧ Page Landscape please. ı Page Portrait - unless full width of page, 
in which case Landscape. Thank You! 
 

The LVN is a great place to advertise covering a broad and diverse area, 
whether you have a colour or mono advert! Kindly mention the Lydden Vale 
News when responding to advertisements. 
 

This Monthôs Front Cover Credit:  Amanda McKenna 

mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
http://www.bucklandnewton.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
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WHATôS ON - JUNE 2026 

Monday and Friday 

POST OFFICE 9am-12 noon  Buckland Newton Village Hall 

Friday 12th June ï 12.45 pm                                                                                                                         

2ND FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB         

A good time was had by all at the Lunch Clubôs outing in May to The Fox at Ansty. (Jan B had produced 
excellent instructions on how to get there!). The food was good and the room spacious, with large      
windows overlooking the well-tended garden. 

Next month weôll be in Buckland Newton Village Hall, serving up Teriyaki Salmon or Cold Cooked    
Gammon, followed by either Bakewell Tart or Pavlova.    

If youôre looking to make friends and meet some nice people, and have a good chat and laugh, come 
along and have a delicious home-cooked meal for Ã10 a head, or Ã12 for a pub outing.  All you need to 
do is to contact Bridget Hodges on 01300 345493, or email her at bridget.hodges@btinternet.com, to join 

the Club.  Weôd be very pleased to see you. 

Similarly, if youôd like to find out more about being a helper for the Club, please contact Bridget or myself.  Itôs a very rewarding 
activity. 

Cathy Shippey (01300 345339). 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

Thursday 11th and 25th June - 2 - 4 pm                                                                                                                              

Our sessions for June will be on Thursdays - 11th and 25th 
From 2-4pm at the Gaggle of Geese 
 
Everyone and all crafts are very welcome.  
Bring along your latest project and/or just come along and have a natter and a piece 
of cake ! 
 

WE ARE CURRENTLY WORKING ON A COMMUNITY PROJECT FOR WHICH WE NEED YARN. 
IF YOU HAVE ANY SPARE RED YARN (MAYBE TUCKED AWAY IN A DRAWER OR CUPBOARD) WHICH YOU WOULD BE 
WILLING TO DONATE TO US, WE WOULD BE VERY GRATEFUL.  WE ARE HAPPY TO COLLECT.  PLEASE LET US 
KNOW. 
 
These two charming characters were made by Lucy, one of our very skilled        
members. 

 
Lyn Cox 01300 345739         Jane Willis 01300 345477 

 

 

************************************************************************************************ 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 3rd June 8 ï 10 pm  

OPEN MIC NIGHT ï THE GAGGLE OF GEESE (See page 7) 

**********************************************************************************************************************************************  

mailto:bridget.hodges@btinternet.com
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Friday 26th June 2026- 10.30 am - 12 pm                                                                                                                                
BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE CAF£ 

Cafe  ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ нсǘƘ WǳƴŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ млΦол - мн ƴƻƻƴ ŀǘ .ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘ bŜǿǘƻƴ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀƭƭ 
¢ŜŀκŎƻũŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƪŜ - ϻмΦрл - ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ōŀǊƎŀƛƴΗ 
 
[ŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜƴΦ  
/ƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ 
9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ - ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΦ  

[yn Cox 01300 345739            Liza Hill 01300 345230 

 

*********************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Wednesday 17th June 2 pm                                                                                                                                                             

LYDDEN VALE GARDENING CLUB - VISIT TO UPPER SYDLING HOUSE, (Se e page 8 for details) 

 

 

********************************************************************************************************************** 

Holy Rood Church 

Dates for your Diary 

 

Sunday 4th October, Bring and Share Harvest Supper 

 

Saturday 24th October, a fun afternoon of Games in Buckland 

Newton Village Hall  with teams of 2 to 6 people, more details 

nearer the time 

 

Saturday 5th December Christmas Fayre in Holy Rood 

 

********************************************************************* 

 

Saturday 13th June 10.30 ï 12.30  

COFFEE MORNING IN AID OF PULHAM CHURCH FUND ï THE HALSEY ARMS, PULHAM (See 

page 6) 

********************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Saturday 20th June 10 ï 1 pm  

LITTLE ADVENTURERS JUMBLE SALE ï BUCKLAND NEWTON SCHOOL HALL (See page 6) 

********************************************************************************************************************************************* 
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'ÁÇÇÌÅ %ÖÅÎÔÓ'ÁÇÇÌÅ %ÖÅÎÔÓ  

Open Mic Night - Wednesday 3rd June & 1st July ï pop down from 8pm to 10pm to enjoy and    
support local musiciansébe brave and step upé 

Knit & Natter - Thursday 11th & 25th June - the fortnightly crafting social group. Free to attend. Bring 
a project and perhaps some cake! 2 til 4pm 

Artsreach ï Wednesday 8th July & 12th August ï we have teamed up with Dorset Artsreach to bring 
poetry and storytelling to the Gaggle. Funded by Inncrowd, tickets are free! But you must book themé. 
via the pub or www.ticketsource.com/gaggle ... Tickets available now 

Drive-In Cinema! ï Thursday 16th July ï we are hosting a drive-in cinema evening in the Gaggle 
gardens. With a giant screen! We will be showing the popular comedy horror, Shaun of the Dead. Just 
Ã20 a car or choose a Meal Deal or VIP option. Pizzas, ice-creams and drinks delivered to your car! 
Tickets available over the bar or via www.ticketsource.co./gaggle  

Laser Tag ï with so much space in the gardens, we are introducing Laser Tag at the Gaggle! We 
also have a giant inflatable tag arena! Perfect for parties and group bookings. New page on our website 
or have a chat with us for more details. And look out for pop-up laser tag afternoons when you can come 
and play. 

Axe Throwing & Archery!  -  bookable sessions in the Gaggle gardens across the week are 
now available through www.dorsetmedievalarchery.co.uk  óHave a goô axe throwing in the Gaggle      
gardens Saturdays from 4pm; pop along and try to win the best score of the day! 

Gagglefest ï Saturday 25th July ï our annual family friendly music festival. Seven bands, two     
stages, kidsô zone, BBQ, laser tag, mobile barber, pizza, axe throwing, three bars and more! Tickets on 
sale now over the bar and via www.ticketsource.com/gaggle 

Village Fete ï Monday 31st August ï the annual 
village fete hosted in the Gaggle gardens; raising   
money for village groups and causes. We need your 
help! So get in touch if you can volunteer some time on 
the day or would like to run a stall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*************************************************************** 

http://www.ticketsource.com/gaggle
http://www.ticketsource.co./gaggle
http://www.dorsetmedievalarchery.co.uk
http://www.ticketsource.com/gaggle
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Lydden Vale Garden Club News 

The Newt Visit in early May was a resounding success, as shown by the comments received the      
following day  

ñA Fabulous Day outéan amazing place. Definitely going back, in fact weôve taken out membership!ò 

ñExceeded all expectations, really enjoyed the Roman Villa with the additional virtual reality touréas 
good as Pompei without the crowds!ò 

ñThe Day was first Class and the benefits of going as a group much appreciatedò 

The estate is vast and can involve a lot of walking and so the shuttle buggy from the car park to the 
main entrance was much appreciated by those who needed to conserve their energy ñit made all the 
difference to our enjoyment of the day.ò 

As was the bus service to the Roman Villa, a 25 min walk.  

The driver (as were all the staff), could not have been more thoughtful and helpful.  

As for those who took the Garden Tours, again ñNothing was too much troubleò. 

Those of us with Arthur Cole were given insights into those many       
instances of Newtôs attention to detailô, eg the crushed cockle shells   
lining the paths by the section of **Lancashire Apples in the Parabola. 
This houses cordoned or espaliered examples from all the apple growing 
counties of the UK. (And his description of how figs are pollinated had us 
transfixed with a mixture of wonder and disgust! (For more details 
Google the life cycle of the Fig-wasp) 

**(Morecombe Bay Lancs, being famous for its cockles.)  

Next Visit 17th June 2pm  

Described by House & Garden magazine as ñA harmonious Dorset 
rose garden designed by Isabel and Julian Bannermanò, Upper  
Sydling House is the Clubôs planned visit for 17 June when the 
walled garden bursting with roses should be at itôs best. Many of you 
may know the Bannermanôs have a long association with King 
Charles and have been involved with him on many of his garden  
projects and so itôs rather special to be able to visit another of their 
projects at Upper Sydling. 
 
The owner, Susanne Cooper turned a farmyard into a walled garden            
encompassing vegetable, cut flowers 
and stock beds within a framework of 
herbaceous borders. Roses are    
abundant, tumbling and climbing      
everywhere, she has 120 different    
varieties and 400 individual plants. 
There is a Portland Stone water      

feature, box domes create structure, a small lake all of which meld    
beautifully into the surrounding countryside. 
 
The garden is rarely open to the public, so itôs rather special that we have 
been able to persuade Susanne to allow our Club to visit. We will be 
treated to a guided tour by either Susanne, or her head  gardener, tea 
and cake is included and there will be time to wander at leisure which 
should prove to be the making of a wonderful afternoon. 
The cost to non-members is Ã25 and Ã15 for Members.    Cont . . 
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Activities of Buckland Newton Environment Group 2025/6 

New Year Plant Hunt ï 12 people attended a wildflower walk to record winter flowering plants, both wild 

and naturalised. 33 species were recorded and the records contributed to the Botanical Society of Britain 

and Irelandôs large citizen science survey. 

Community walk ï Our first community walk was well attended with 11 people walking 4 miles on lanes 

and footpaths locally. A great opportunity to enjoy the local countryside and something we hope to repeat 

in the future. 

Marsh Fritillary ï This rare and threatened butterfly was found to be breeding in the village for the first 

time in many years. Several sites were surveyed to record the caterpillars which live communally in a 

web. Some were moved to the safety of Frogs Bottom meadow to avoid destruction from mowing. In the 

last few days Fizz reports flying Marsh Fritillary in her meadow ï something she has hoped for for over 25 

years! 

Riverfly work  

Outreach and networking ï We worked with Friends of Pop Maller Wood again during the winter to  

continue coppicing work. Some of our members have been involved in the work of Cerne Valley         

Sustainability group ï advising on a woodland and grassland biodiversity project that they have begun. 

We are organising a trip to Buckland Newton sewage works to better understand the condition of the 

works and how this effects our local environment.  

Parish Paddock ï We have continued to support the Parish council with efforts to enrich the biodiversity 

of this small patch of grassland. Further hedge maintenance including weeding, mulching with last     

summerôs grass cuttings and gapping up tree losses with new trees.  

Swift survey ï Ongoing survey work and reports from local people have led us to conclude that currently 

there are no breeding Swifts in the village despite regular summer sightings of the birds over the village. 

Establishing new breeding colonies where no breeding currently occurs is known to be difficult and as 

such our limited resources will be best used in other ways to support the birdlife of the area ï ideas  

gratefully received!  

Woodland Trust Ancient tree inventory ï We returned to Duntish Court to survey a wonderful selection 

of ancient and veteran trees which have now been added to the inventory. 

Moth trapping session ï 13 people enjoyed opening moth traps and enjoying the varied contents. This 

public event was kindly hosted by Fizz Lewis in her meadow. 

 

*********************************************************************************************************************************** 

Members are to make their own way to the property - the address is Upper Sydling House, Up Sydling 
DT2 9PH. Please arrive at 2pm, and where possible share lifts, there is a paddock behind the garden for 
parking 
 
To ensure enough cake! email Susie if interested by 10th June on susiejkeys@icloud.com  
 
Looking ahead 
15th July 2.15pm Visit to The Blooming Wild Nursery at Horsington. 
Further details in next monthôs edition.  
                                                                                                        
                                                                                               Jan Burnett and Susie Goymour 
 
 
*********************************************************************************************************************** 
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Needham Tree Specialists Ltd. 
 

NCH & ND in Arboriculture 

Tree Surgery, Woodland Management 

Hedge Trimming 

Chipping Service 

N.P.T.C. Qualified  (chainsaw & spraying use) 

Fully Insured 

TEL: 07899 924545 or 01258 817382 

Rich Bartlett Flooring Specialist  
 

Carpet and vinyl fitting specialists 
supply and fit or fit only. 

 
Home selection service available. 

We offer a whipping service, make your off  
cuts into mats. 

 
T: 07968 845623 

E: richbartlettflooring@outlook.com 
 

 

PESTWRIGHT 
 

Traditional Mole Catcher   
Rats, Mice, Squirrels etc 

 

BPCA qualified and insured 
 

Call Jim on  
 07854 395112 

www.pestwright.co.uk 
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Buckland Newton Youth Club 

It has been a strange month weather wise; we started the month all warm and full of promise and then 
had a cold snap which impacted on some of our plans. However, BNYC did play "Knock & Gnome" for 
the first time, a game inspired by one of our volunteer's Jodie who was telling us stories of what she got 
up to when she was a teenager. 
 
Imagine a Treasure Hunt but with Gnomes. The young people not only had to find the Gnomes dotted 
around the village, but they also had to pose with them in their best Gnome pose, which in some cases 
also included outfits. It was slightly concerning how many of our volunteers also joined in! We plan to do 
another Knock & Gnome in 2027. If you could host a Gnome for a night please get in touch, they can't 
hide again in the same places. 
 
Members of BNYC did a stirling job selling teas, coffees and cakes at the Buckland Newton Plant 
Sale. They raised Ã114.40 from plant sales for Weldmar Hospice and Ã106.17 from the refreshments for 
the Youth Club's funds. In fact, they enjoyed serving the refreshments so much that BNYC will take over 
the running of the Tea Tent at Buckland Newton Village Fete this year. 
 
And work on the allotment(s) has started in earnest, the potatoes are in, soon to be followed by the     
runner beans, squashes and sweetcorn.  It is amazing how much weeding can be done when you've got 
20+ helpers 

 

Kate Parish 

Lead Youth Worker 

Buckland Newton Youth Club 

bucklandnewtonyc@gmail.com 
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