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Defib Runners in order of proximity  
to the Defib at Buckland Newton Village Hall 
 

Lisa Peart                  01300 345578 
Keith Darbyshire        01300 345196 
Gill Nell                      01300 345825 
Sandie Stout              01300 345135 
David Morris              01300 345402 
Geri Aitkenhead         07864 195619  

 
The Lydden Vale News is delivered to 
over four hundred households and has 
an excellent online presence via The 
Buckland Newton Community website 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

To promote your business in this space, 
please see the details on page 3 

NOW OPEN EVERY DAY 

 Breakfast Club available from 8am                               

for children aged from 2 years. 

Government Early Years Funding accepted,               

non-funded hours charged at  

Ã4.50 per hourð3 & 4 year olds 

Ã5.00 per hourð2 year olds 

For more information please contact the school office 

on: 01300 345393   

office@bucklandnewton.dorset.sch.uk 

http://www.bucklandnewton.com
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The Bit at the Beginning é. 

If you havenôt been to The Open Mic Night at the Gaggle yet, try and get 

along to the next one on 5
th
 March (see page 8). Itôs a fun evening with an 

eclectic mix of music to please everyone, and a sing-along is always good 

for the spirits. I admire the performers who have the courage to get up 

and entertain us and itôs amazing how much talent is out there.  

There is such a wide range of activities and events happening this month 

from the Defib and CPR training (which is incredibly important and an eye 

opener ï doing CPR for more than 5 minutes is so hard) to óJaclarabagô in 

concert to Willow weaving and lots more. And Axe Throwing in April ï I 

would love to try that, but I fear for any spectators if they want to keep 

their toes!  

And donôt forget Motherôs Day on 30th March. 

                                                                                                   

                                              Amanda 

   

________________________________________________________ 

 

The Buckland Newton 
Community Website 

 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

Your local website for up-to-date 
news, events, clubs, groups,  
directories for businesses and 

services - and information about the 
village and its surroundings 

(and the online version of the LVN!) 
------------------------------ 

The opinions implied or expressed in this 
newsletter are not necessarily those of the 
news team nor the publisher. Although every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy neither the 
news team nor the publisher accept liability 
for errors or omissions. Neither the news 
team nor the publisher accepts responsibility 
for any of the services or events advertised 
herein. No responsibility can be accepted for 
unsolicited manuscripts or imagery. The 
editor reserves the right to modify 
contributions. Printed by Sarum Graphics 

 Advertising to: 
 Email:  lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com 
 Advertising fees (wef 1 April 2024)  

Adverts to be sent in Word 
or jpeg formats please. 
(PDF is not compatible!) 

SIZE 1 Month 3 Months 12 Months 
12 Months 

Colour 

ȧ Page* Ã17:00 Ã31:50 Ã70:00 Ã88:00 

ı Page* Ã31:50 Ã62:50 Ã106:50 Ã134:00 

İ Page Ã62:50 Ã121:00 Ã153:00 Ã191.00 

Full Page Ã76:00 Ã182:50 Ã306:50 Ã384.00 

Publication Deadline: 
The deadline for submissions is on the 18th of every month 
 

Text, Photographs, Community Messages, Enquiries, etc. to Amanda at: 
 
Email:   lyddenvalley@gmail.com  
 
Meetings/interviews: arranged via email  

* ȧ Page Landscape please. ı Page Portrait - unless full width of page, 
in which case Landscape. Thank You! 
 

The LVN is a great place to advertise covering a broad and diverse area, 
whether you have a colour or mono advert! Kindly mention the Lydden Vale 
News when responding to advertisements. 
 

This Monthôs Front Cover Credit:  Lyn Cox 

mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
http://www.bucklandnewton.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
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WHATôS ON - MARCH 2025  

Thursday 6th and 20th March - 2 pm                                                                                                      

KNIT AND NATTER  

Our sessions for March are on Thursday afternoons - 6th and 20th from 2-4 pm at the Gaggle of Geese. 
 
We often get around 20 crafters coming along, with many and varied 
projects - knitting, crochet, felting, tapestry, quilting,  embroidery, the 
list goes on! 
 
Here are a selection of our Trauma Teddies.  It is amazing to see how 
the same pattern can give rise to so many individual results - often 
made with just oddments of yarns. 
 
If you would like to know more, please do give one of us a call - or just 
come along to a session.  Everyone very welcome. 

 

If you would like to know more, please do give one of us a call 

Lyn Cox 01300 345739    Jane Willis 01300 345477 

*************************************************************************** 

Friday 14
th
 March -  7.30 pm 

ARTSREACH - JACLARABAG In Concert ï BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE HALL   

(See page 6 for details) 

************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

Saturday 8th March ï 12 ï 2 pm 

LENT LUNCH IN HOLY ROOD CHURCH     (See Page 21 for details)  

************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

Saturday 1st March ï 10 - 12 pm 

DEFIB AND CPR TRAINING ï BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE HALL   
********************************************************************************************************************************************* 

Wednesday 12
th
 March - 7.30 pm 

LYDDEN VALE GARDENING CLUB - BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE HALL  

(See page 6 for details 

********************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Sunday 9
th
 March ï 10 am - 4.30 pm 

COMMUNITY WORKDAY ï FRIENDS OF POP MALLERS COPPICE (See page 12 for details) 

********************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Sunday 2
nd
 March ï 7 pm 

THE BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE FETE 2025 ï COMMITTEE MEETING                   
THE GAGGLE OF GEESE                    (See page 25 for details)Ш 

ййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййййй 
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Monday, Tuesday and Friday 

POST OFFICE 9am-12 noon  Buckland Newton Village Hall 

Friday 14th March - 12.15 pm 
2ND FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB                            

 
Following last month's splendid lunch in the Village Hall, themed with a nod to Valentine's Day, this month 
we are giving our helpers a well-deserved rest and lunching out at an old favourite, The Saxon Arms in 
Stratton, DT2 9WG. 
 
 
 
 
 

Menu choices are as follows: 
 
Lasagne with garlic bread and salad 
Saxon Burger with cheese, bacon and chips, coleslaw and salad 
Broadbean, Pea and Spinach Risotto with crispy artichoke (V) 
 
Sticky Toffee pudding 
Forest berry Mille Feuille 
 
If you would like to join us, and have not already done so, please call Bridget Hodges (01300 345493). 
 
When days are wet and grey 
you may feel cold and blue 
so just make the call 
and in no time at all 
you'll be in jolly good company!                                                                                                               Janet Sealy 
 
************************************************************************************************************************************************ 
 

Friday 28th March - 10.30 am                                                                                                            
BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE CAF£ 

Held on the last Friday of every month in Buckland Newton Village Hall from 10.30 - 12 noon 
The next one will be on Friday 28th March. 
Ã1.50 for tea/coffee and Cake - what a bargain! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     Open to everyone - locals and visitors - for an informal friendly get together. 
                                                    Look forward to seeing you there 
 

 
       Lyn Cox 01300 345739     Liza Hill 01300 345230 
 
 

********************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Thursday 20
th
 ï Saturday 22

nd
 March - 7.30 pm 

PIDDLE VALLEY PLAYERS ï BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE HALL (See page  17 for details) 

********************************************************************************************************************************************** 
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Artsreach & Buckland Newton Village Hall present 

Jaclarabag in concert 
 

Based in Cornwall, Jaclarabag is a unique trio of                              
multi-instrumentalists performing heartfelt, eclectic folk songs from 
across the world, with a good dose of original material thrown in too! 
 
Jim Carey (accordion, trombone, guitar) and Giles King (clarinet, 
bagpipes, whistle, saxophone) have both written and performed  
music for Kneehigh and Miracle  Theatre, and with Wildworks, 
amongst many others, whilst Claire Ingleheart (fiddle, clarinet,    
baritone) is a composer for theatre and a gigging  musician with a 
vast repertoire of styles, including funk, folk and shanties! 
 
Touring Dorset with Artsreach, the countyôs rural arts charity, join 
Jaclarabag as they invite you into an exciting cabaret world of  
plaintive airs, brass band mischief and Balkan delights! 
 

Fri 14 March, 7:30pm at Buckland Newton Village Hall  
 
Tickets: Ã12.50, Ã6 u18s from www.artsreach.co.uk  
or tel: 01300 345455, or 345431, or from The Old Chapel Stores 
 
 
*********************************************************************************************************************** 
 

 

Lydden Vale Gardening Club 

The Club held its AGM on 15
th
 February at The Gaggle of Geese attended by 31 Members of whom 25 

stayed to enjoy a convivial supper.   

The Club has a full programme of events over the year ahead comprising a series of talks by eminent 
speakers over the early spring, autumn and winter months with guided visits to various renown gardens 
over the summer months.  Visitors are always welcome but popular events where demand is likely to   
exceed available spaces are ticketed, and priority is given to members. 

Our first event for the new season is a talk on Wednesday 12th 
March by Katharine Crouch, BBC Gardener of the decade,  
entitled ñGrow the Food You Canôt Buyò. This will be in  
Buckland Newton Village Hall at 19.15 for 19.30.  As usual 
there will be a raffle and refreshments afterwards.  

Future speakers this year include Ursala Buchan, renowned 
gardening journalist and author, whose grandfather was John 
Buchan, who many will remember as the author of the classic 
spy novel, ñThe 39 Stepsò. Visits this summer include a coach 
trip to Exbury Gardens, famous for its Azaleas and                      
Rhododendrons and home of the Rothchild Family, in May   
followed by a visit to Homeacres near Castle Cary, the home 
and Gardens of Charles Dowding of ñNo Digò fame, in June. 

These three events will be ticketed. 

If you are interested in gardening, enjoy good talks, seeing other gardens as well as your own, or         
experience problems with your own garden that you would like to share and would welcome advice on, 
the Gardening Club could be for you.  Feel free to contact Antony at Bladeley365@outlook.com or talk to 
Jan on 01300 348627. 

                                                                                                                                    Antony Parson 

********************************************************************************************************************* 

http://www.artsreach.co.uk
mailto:Bladeley365@outlook.com
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PESTWRIGHT 
 

Traditional Mole Catcher   
Rats, Mice, Squirrels etc 

 

BPCA qualified and insured 
 

Call Jim on  
 07854 395112 

www.pestwright.co.uk 

Open Mic Night - Wednesday 5
th
 March ï pop down from 8pm to 10pm to enjoy local     

musicians. Or be brave and join in with a song or two. 

Knit & Natter - Thursday 6
th
 & 20

th
 March - the fortnightly crafting group. Free to attend. 

Bring a project and perhaps some cake! 2 til 4pm 

Pub Quiz - Wednesday 26
th
 March ï our popular Gaggle pub quiz. Fun evening of head 

scratchers, cryptic clues and general knowledge. Teams of up to 6. Ã2 per person or free if you 
dine before the quiz. Booking required. Future quiz date Wednesday 30

th
 April 

Willow Weaving - Wednesday 2
nd
 April - a day course learning how to make willow plant 

supports for the garden. Lunch, tea & cake included! Tickets available via 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/gaggle or by contacting the pub. 

Axe Throwing!  -  Saturdays 5
th
, 12

th
 & 19

th
 April ï we have teamed up with Glen from   

Dorset Medieval Archery to offer axe throwing in the Gaggle gardens 5 to 7pm. Be taught the 
art of axe throwing and then see if you can win a prize by setting the highest score of the day! 
No need to book, just pop along and have a go for just Ã6. 

Easter Weekend - 18
th
, 19

th
 & 20

th
 April ï bring the kids along to enjoy the Gaggle gardens 

and follow clues on our Easter Treasure Hunté. whilst you enjoy a drink and bite to eat! 

Key Dates to look forward toé 

Gaggle Birthday ï Saturday 3
rd
 May ï join us in celebrating having been open for 7 years! Be 

great to see the village community for live music with Nina Garcia and evening food in the   
garden.  

Summer Craft Fayre ï Saturday 31
st
 May. Let Sarah know if you would like a stall 

Gagglefest ï Saturday 26
th
 July ï our annual family friendly music festival. Tickets on sale 

over the bar and via www.ticketsource.co.uk/gaggle 

ϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝ 

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/gaggle
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 Buckland Newton Village Hall 

 
Superb light and airy venue for Hire 

Kitchen, Covered Patio, Stage, Bar Area, Disabled Facilities and Wi-Fi 
 Weddings from Ã220   Childrenôs Parties, Local Events and regular hire from Ã12 an hour  

Call Ian Scott (Booking Secretary) for more information 01300 345455                                                         
or bnvillagehall@gmail.com - please use óHall Bookingô in subject title 

 

ñThank you for the musicò 

The second óOpen Micô night at the Gaggle of Geese on the 5
th
 of 

February was a great success. A good crowd turned up to  enjoy 

the musical offerings and the conviviality of the Gaggle. There 

was something for everyone ï from Rock Around the Clock to 

Tainted Love to Puff the Magic Dragon ï and there was some 

ABBA too! The still nameless band opened with Jolene which   

immediately had many of the audience singing along. The heavy 

bassline of Seven Nation Army then got everything warmed up 

before Will Frampton ï who had swelled the watching crowd with 

family and friends - joined the band for Riptide, Sailor Song and 

then the first of a couple of Green Day songs he was to do ï 

Boulevard of Broken Dreams. 

Next came a three-song set from John Simpson, just him and his 

guitar. He played Leaving on a Jet Plane, Rock Around the Clock and then Puff the Magic Dragon 

which had the whole pub singing along.  

A trio who asked to be referred to as ñThe Three 

Amigosò then came up with some rockier numbers 

followed by an instrumental guitar version of From 

Russia with Love ï well it started off as instrumental 

but a hiccup with an electrical connector sent it very 

quiet until the guitaristôs two compadres stepped in 

and continued the song a capella until the connection 

was fixed. They finished with Take Me Home Country 

Roads which got everyone singing along and I was 

amazed that even the younger members of the      

audience knew all the words to this old John Denver 

song.  

We were treated to further sets from John Simpson, accompanied by his wife Helen on recorder, the 

Three Amigos and Will Frampton before the band finished up with a stirring set including Bad Moon  

Rising, Letôs Stick Together and Back to Black. 

Great to hear such a variety of numbers and there are more people saying they would like to come and 

play. Come along and enjoy the local talent ï next one is March 5th.   See you there.         

                                                                                                                                     Carole Spencer    

*********************************************************************************************************************     
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Buckland Newton Community Car Scheme 

 

Want to visit town, the hairdressers or just meet a friend for coffee?                                                       

Perhaps you have a medical appointment?                                                                                      

Our volunteer drivers offer a door-to-door service for residents of the 

Buckland Newton parish.                                 

A return journey to Dorchester or Sherborne costs approximately Ã11.00.                                                      

For more information, please ring 07733 849264 or email 

bncarscheme@gmail.com. 

In the Buckland Newton Book Corneré  
 
Tracy Chevalier is a good storyteller. I have read most of her 
books over the years, and each time I know I can count on an  
engaging tale with a theme that has been well researched to give 
authenticity.   
                                                                                                                             
I recently revisited óThe Last Runawayô set in pre-civil war Ohio.  
Honor Bright is a Quaker girl newly arrived from Bridport, Dorset.  
Finding herself alone in a strange land, Honor first takes a lodging 
in a milliner's shop belonging to the ailing and hard-drinking Belle 
Mills, a tough but kindly woman who is heavily involved with the 
Underground Railroad, a network of safe houses and food depots 
that helps runaway slaves make their way to Canada and        
freedom.  
 
From here, Honor moves on to live in a Quaker settlement where 
she feels like an outsider. Everything in Ohio seems transient,  
people fleeing north to freedom or heading west as pioneers. She 
finds herself  comparing everything to Dorset - the trees crowd in 
on her, the weather is extreme, the food tedious.  The Quakers 
are quilters, and much time is given to describing their traditional 
art.  Honor finds the American style brash and simplistic, and the 
other women don't take to the more subtle English techniques she 
uses.  As always, Chevalier immerses herself in period and place and conveys a wealth of domestic 
detail. Her research is meticulous.   
 
A huge moral dilemma arises when Honor becomes involved with the Underground Railroad. The   
Fugitive Slave Act has been passed making it illegal to assist a runaway slave, and there are heavy 
penalties. The Quakers believe in equality but also want to abide by the law. In helping slaves, Honor 
puts herself, her new husband, and his family at risk. Compounding her dilemma is the fact that      
Donovan, a slavecatcher whose job it is to relentlessly hunt down runaways and return them to their 
masters, is drawn to Honor who believes she can sense "the light" in him.  
 
I found the minor characters of Belle Mills and Judith Haymaker, a woman whose past traumas have 
left her with a troublingly compromised moral compass, equally interesting, making óThe Last         
Runawayô an entertaining read.  The important themes of the book ï slavery and the resistance   
movement ï are researched and developed alongside the lives of nineteenth century Quakers and the 
craft of  quilting. Overall, as a period story reflecting Ohio life in the 1850s, it is a good read. This     
talented local author delivers every time! 
                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                              Karen Whiter 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
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Hard Wood Logs for Sale 

Ash, Beech and Oak seasoned logs 

 

Free delivery within 20 mile radius of  

Buckland Newton  
 

Dumpy Bag £100  
 

Contact 

01963 23733 ~ 01300 345338 ~ 07903 535745 
 

 

 

 

DOMESTIC REPAIRS 
 

WASHING MACHINES - TUMBLE DRYERS 

FRIDGES - FREEZERS - COOKERS 

DISHWASHERS - MICROWAVES 

No callout charge . Prompt, competitive service 

7 days a week, 24 hours a day 

IAN COOMBS 

07572 918745 

 

TONY PERRETT 

FENCING CONTRACTOR 

For all types of garden, paddock & farm  

FENCING 

Established over 10 years 

Free Advice & Quotes 

The Old Stables, Middlemarsh 

Tel: 01963 205050  

Mobile: 07971 296 992 
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Reporting Issues With 

FOOTPATHS or BRIDLE-PATHS       
 

Stephen White, as a Rights of Way Liaison Officer for the 
Dorset Coast & Countryside Service, investigates any issues 
within the parish of Buckland Newton, reporting to Dorset 

County Council.  
His contact numbers are 

01300 345431 or 07773 283764 
If you prefer to report issues directly to the council, you can do 

so by calling 01305 224463 or online at  
 

www.mapping.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/ 
rightsofway/reportproblem/ 

News from Cerne Abbas Surgery 
 
Dr Jeremy Dobbs Retirement 
After nearly three decades of dedicated service, Dr Jeremy Dobbs, our senior partner, will be retiring 
from Cerne Abbas Surgery on March 31, 2025. Since joining us as a GP in 1995, Dr Dobbs has been a 
steadfast presence in our community, offering compassionate care and expertise that has benefited 
countless patients over the years. His commitment to his patients and his warm professionalism has left 
a lasting impact, and he will be truly missed by both staff and patients alike. 
As he steps into retirement, we send our heartfelt best wishes to Dr Dobbs. We hope he enjoys this new 
chapter filled with exciting travel adventures and plenty of time for his two passions, trekking and sailing. 
We are pleased to announce that Dr Stefano Giancola will take on the role of partner, effective April 1, 
2025. In addition, we have recruited a new salaried GP to join our team and continue the high standard 
of care our community has come to expect. 
Thank you, Dr Dobbs, for all that you have done. Your legacy here will not be forgotten. 
  
March is Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month ï Know the Signs! 
Ovarian cancer is often called the "silent killer" because its symptoms can be easily overlooked.       
Common signs include persistent bloating, abdominal pain, difficulty eating, and needing to urinate more 
often. Early detection is key to improving survival rates, so if you notice ongoing symptoms, donôt ignore 
themðspeak to your GP. Letôs break the silence on ovarian cancer and raise awareness to help save 
lives. #OvarianCancerAwareness 
  
March is Prostate Cancer Awareness Month ï Know the Risks, Know the Signs! 
Prostate cancer is the most common cancer in men, but early detection can save lives. Symptoms can 
include frequent urination, difficulty starting or stopping urination, and unexplained back or pelvic pain. 
However, many men experience no symptoms at all in the early stages. If you're over 50 (or over 45 with 
a family history), speak to your GP about your risk and whether a PSA test is right for you. Letôs raise 
awareness and encourage early detection. #ProstateCancerAwareness 
  
Dispensary Closure Reminder 
Please be aware that our dispensary is closed daily between 1:00 ï 2:00 pm. During this time, no     
medication can be collected, and staff will not be available to assist with queries. We kindly ask patients 
to plan their visits accordingly. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 
 
                                                                                                                               Logan Mitchell 
 
********************************************************************************************************************** 
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Pet Portraits - Cadbury (Deluxe) 

Cadbury has an air about him. A Siamese cat with   
attitude you might say. A Siamese Chocolate (only 
the finest dark) Point. He is 14 now; he and his  
brother Smokey Joe (a Lilac Point Siamese) came to 
live with Jenny Ferreira when they were 18 months 
old.  They had decided that where they were living, in 
a large kitchen with an often-absentee owner, was 
not to their liking, so decided to adopt Jenny who had 
a warm house and garden with a warm greenhouse 
and didnôt go away and leave them. Jenny, being 
quite well trained, was able to supply everything a 
respectable Siamese cat should have. Any little thing 
that she forgot, Cadbury, being the normal intelligent 
and vocal Siamese that he is, would gently remind 
her. A quick learner he thought. Heated pads, heated 
radiators, warm windowsills, in summer that warm, 
sunny greenhouse. Siamese cats do love warmthé  
Smokey Joe and Cadbury were inseparable but one 
very sad day, four years ago, Smokey Joe             

disappeared, never to be seen again.  Jenny cried and Cadbury howled - who said cats donôt grieve.  
So, Cadbury looks after Jenny now on his own and she has a warm lap and a warm bed.  Cadbury is 
one contented, you could say, óHot Chocolateô Point Siamese.             
             

                                                                                                                           Fizz Lewis 345521 

******************************************************************************************************************** 

Friends of Pop Mallers Coppice - Community Workday 
 
Pop Mallers Coppice is a 14-acre woodland on the left of Spring Grove in between Buckland Newton 
and Duntish, used regularly by a handful of local residents who have 'permissive use'. Due to the      
adverse weather conditions in February we are holding another Community Workday with our friends 
from Buckland Newton Environment Group on Sunday 9th March between 10.30 and 4pm. We would 
love you to come along and join us, learn about coppicing, why it's important, it's history and how to do 
it. 
If you are handy with a bowsaw, billhook, loppers or pruning shears or are happy to offer your manual 
labour, why not come and join us? All ages and abilities can be accommodated and there's no            
obligation to stay for the whole day. 
We'll provide tea, coffee and biscuits and will be able to offer pea sticks, runner bean poles,            
washing-line poles and possibly some wood to take home with you. If you're not up to a bit of manual 
work, you could help by baking a cake and coming along anyway to support the other volunteers and 
see what's going on. 
If you're interested, please get in touch or look out for our Facebook post nearer the time and don't     
forget your tools & gloves! 
 
///shape.sparkle.cavalier 
ST6903 0608 
 
Damian Brothers and Emma Munday 
damian.brothers@phonecoop.coop or emmamunday@btinternet.com 
 
********************************************************************************************************************** 
 

mailto:damian.brothers@phonecoop.coop
mailto:emmamunday@btinternet.com
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AQUAHEAT SERVICES 
LIMITED 

Plumbing, Heating & Oil Maintenance & Services 
Reliable and professional service at reasonable rates 

No call out charges 
Free quotes with no obligation 

Fully insured 
 

 
Mobile: 07833 580241 
Email: jim@aquaheatservices.co.uk 

mailto:jim@aquaheatservices.co.uk
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Mostly Moths - The Famous Peppered Moth 

This is quite a large moth with a descriptive name 
that suits it. It is able to blend with the lighter bark 
backgrounds with ease, looking similar in shade to 
Lichens, something that protects it from bird        
predation during the day. In fact, it was this ability 
which brought it to fame. Many moths can vary in 
shades of the same colour. The Peppered Moth has 
a melanistic form - all black. The moth became 
world famous as an example of evolution by       
Natural Selection (Darwinôs theory). During the  
nineteenth century, the Industrial Revolution caused 
sooty air pollution to blacken trees/buildings. It was 
noted there were more black forms of Peppered 
Moths in affected areas than the normal pale     
peppered forms. Natural Selection protected the 

black forms from predation by birds, with the better camouflage. For example, in 1848 in Manchester, the 
first (rarer) black Peppered Moth was recorded, but by 1895 98% of Peppered Moths in that city were 
black. This statistic was repeated in all the industrial areas of Britain.  As pollution was  controlled again 
in the mid twenty century the reverse happened, and the pale peppered form dominated again. Dr H. 
Kettlewell was responsible for the all-important research and publishing his findings in 1959.   

What a neat story!  Darwin would have loved it.                                             

                                                                                                                   Fizz Lewis 345521 

********************************************************************************************************************* 


