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Defib Runners in order of proximity  
to the Defib at Buckland Newton Village Hall 
 

Lisa Peart                  01300 345578 
Keith Darbyshire        01300 345196 
Gill Nell                      01300 345825 
Sandie Stout              01300 345135 
David Morris              01300 345402 
Geri Aitkenhead         07864 195619  

 
The Lydden Vale News is delivered to 
over four hundred households and has 
an excellent online presence via The 
Buckland Newton Community website 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

To promote your business in this space, 
please see the details on page 3 

NOW OPEN EVERY DAY 

 Breakfast Club available from 8am                               

for children aged from 2 years. 

Government Early Years Funding accepted,               

non-funded hours charged at  

Ã4.50 per hourð3 & 4 year olds 

Ã5.00 per hourð2 year olds 

For more information please contact the school office 

on: 01300 345393   

office@bucklandnewton.dorset.sch.uk 

http://www.bucklandnewton.com
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Lydden Vale News Team 
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Amanda McKenna 

lyddenvalley@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
Vincent McKenna 

 
Advertising Manager 
Alan Simmons 

All Enquiries and Adverts to: 
lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com 

 
Reports/Articles/Interviews 
lyddenvalley@gmail.com 

 
Distribution 
Dave White 
07391 708851 

 
Distributors 
Pauline Adams 
Bridget Baker 
John Baker 
Nicki Barker 
Gary Cairns 

Damian Brothers 
Jane Collins 
Jeremy Collins 
Jenny Jesty 
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David Morris 
John Marjoram 
Jenny Donnelly 
Janet Sealy 
Helen Simpson 
Jane West 
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Spare copies available from  
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The Bit at the Beginning é. 

Can we finally say goodbye to the relentless rain as we move into 

March do you think? With the Buckland Newton Plant Sale (see page 

17) in May, itôs vital to start (if you havenôt already) sowing seeds and 

dividing perennials and potting on any extra plants you donôt need in 

your garden. It always amazes me how many plants there are, even 

after the last couple of very wet winters weôve had.  

It you are very lucky, you may spot a hare or two this month (see 

article on pages 22 and 23). I was fortunate to come across a hare 

running down the middle of the lane whilst walking down Spring Grove 

in Duntish a couple of years ago. Living where we are, we are 

surrounded by a lot of wildlife, but seeing a hare is very special. Does 

anyone know if there is a óthree haresô motif in any of our local 

churches? 

 

                                                                                                 

                                                     Amanda   

 

 

                                                                                            

************************************************************************************** 

 

The Buckland Newton 
Community Website 

 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

Your local website for up-to-date 
news, events, clubs, groups,  
directories for businesses and 

services - and information about the 
village and its surroundings 

(and the online version of the LVN!) 
------------------------------ 

The opinions implied or expressed in this 
newsletter are not necessarily those of the 
news team nor the publisher. Although every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy neither the 
news team nor the publisher accept liability 
for errors or omissions. Neither the news 
team nor the publisher accepts responsibility 
for any of the services or events advertised 
herein. No responsibility can be accepted for 
unsolicited manuscripts or imagery. The 
editor reserves the right to modify 
contributions. Printed by Sarum Graphics 

 Advertising to: 
 Email:  lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com 
 Advertising fees (wef 1 April 2024)  

Adverts to be sent in Word 
or jpeg formats please. 
(PDF is not compatible!) 

SIZE 1 Month 3 Months 12 Months 
12 Months 

Colour 

ȧ Page* Ã18.50 Ã34.00 Ã76.00 Ã95.00 

ı Page* Ã34.00 Ã67.50 Ã115.00 Ã145.00 

İ Page Ã67.50 Ã131.00 Ã165.00 Ã206.00 

Full Page Ã82.00 Ã197.00 Ã331.00 Ã415.00 

Publication Deadline: 
The deadline for submissions is on the 18th of every month 
 

Text, Photographs, Community Messages, Enquiries, etc. to Amanda at: 
 
Email:   lyddenvalley@gmail.com  
 
Meetings/interviews: arranged via email  

* ȧ Page Landscape please. ı Page Portrait - unless full width of page, 
in which case Landscape. Thank You! 
 

The LVN is a great place to advertise covering a broad and diverse area, 
whether you have a colour or mono advert! Kindly mention the Lydden Vale 
News when responding to advertisements. 
 

This Monthôs Front Cover Credit:  See page 12 

mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
http://www.bucklandnewton.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
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WHATôS ON - MARCH 2026 

Monday, Tuesday and Friday 

POST OFFICE 9am-12 noon  Buckland Newton Village Hall 

Thursday 5th and 19th March - 2 - 4 pm                                                                                                                              

Our sessions for March will be on Thursdays - 5th and 19th from 2-4pm at the     
Gaggle of Geese 
 
All crafts and skills levels welcome.  
Bring along whatever you like to do - 
and/or - come along and ñnatterò !                    
Everyone very welcome. 
 

 
Lyn Cox 01300 345739         Jane Willis 01300 345477 

 

 

********************************************************************************************* 

 

 

Saturday 7th March 10 am - noon 
IMPORTANT - DEFIB AND CPR PRACTICAL TRAINING MORNING -           
BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE HALL 
 
Led by Alan Hale, who runs an excellent practical session.  Anyone can attend. Ã5 (Runners free) 
Contact Fizz Lewis froglewis@hotmail.com to book a place. 
 
 
******************************************************************************************************************** 
 
 

Sunday 1st March ï 3.30 pm                                                                                                                
ARTSREACH ï BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE HALL (See page 6 for details) 

*********************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Wednesday 4th March ï 8 pm                                                                                                                               

OPEN MIC NIGHT ï THE GAGGLE OF GEESE (See page 6) 

********************************************************************************************************************************************* 

2nd to 23rd March                                                                                                                                                

BUCKLAND NEWTONôS CHILDRENôS LITERARY FESTIVAL 2026 (See page 6 and 
12) 

********************************************************************************************************************** 

mailto:froglewis@hotmail.com
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Friday 27th March 2026- 10.30 am - 12 pm                                                                                                                                
BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE CAFE 

¢ŜŀκŎƻũŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƪŜ ϻмΦрл 
9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ 

Lyn Cox 01300 345739            Liza Hill 01300 345230 

****************************************************************************************************** 
 

 

 

 

Friday 13th March ï 12.15 pm for 12.45 pm start                                                                                          

2ND FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB         

Our outing this month is to: The Green Man, Kings Stag - 12:15 for 12:45 start. 
 
The menu is as follows: 
Steak and Ale Pie with roasted carrots and creamy mashed potato 
Hunters Chicken with BBQ sauce, bacon, cheese, chunky chips and coleslaw 
***** 
Sticky Toffee Pudding or Vanilla Creme Brulee served with cream, custard or ice cream 
 
Members may recall that at our AGM it was agreed that outings would in future increase to Ã12 per      
person. 

 
If you have not already done so, please confirm your attendance to Bridget Hodges ό01300 345493). 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

Wednesday 11th March  7.15 for 7.30 pm.                                                                                                               

LYDDEN VALE GARDENING CLUB - BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE HALL (See 
page 16 for details) 

*************************************************************************************************************** 

Saturday 14th March 12 ï 2 pm 
LENT LUNCH ï PURBECK HOUSE, BUCKLAND NEWTON  (See page 21 for details)   
 
************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

Date for your diary: 

 

Saturday 9th May ï 10 am til 12 pm                                                                                                                   
BUCKLAND NEWTON PLANT SALE (See page 17)  

 

*************************************************************************************************** 

Sunday 15th March 

MOTHERôS DAY 

******************************************************************************************** 
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Want to learn/refresh your                      
skills                                                                 

on CPR and use of a 
Defibrillator?? 

Sat 7th March 10 am to noon 

Buckland Newton Village Hall 

Ã5 on the door 

with Alan Hale - use of dummy                                         
if you feel like having a go!                                                                       

(might need a cushion for your knees!) 

 

Contact Fizz Lewis 01300 345521                                                                                              
or froglewis@hotmail.com                                

to book a place. 

Buckland Newton Village Hall 

Sunday 1
st
 March 3.30pm 

Tickets: Ã12-50, Ã6 (under 18s) 

Tel: 01300 345455, or from Old Chapel Stores or 
online: www.artsreach.co.uk 

ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ 

mailto:froglewis@hotmail.com
http://www.artsreach.co.uk
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ALEX FROST and   

NATHAN CURTIS 
MASTER THATCHERS 

Member of the National 

Society of Master Thatchers. 

Prompt Service, helpful 

advice 

Tel. 07580 050453.             

Email alexfazer6@msn.com 
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Knit & Natter - Thursday 5
th
 March and the 19

th
 March - the fortnightly crafting social group. 

Free to attend. Bring a project and perhaps some cake! 2 til 4pm 

Open Mic Night - Wednesday 4
th
 March & 1

st
 April ï pop down from 8pm to 10pm to enjoy 

and support local musicians. Or be brave and join in with a song or two. 

Motherôs Day - Sunday 15
th
 March ï treat Mother to a Gaggle Sunday roast. Tables                 

available from midday until 5pm. Book through the pub or our website 
www.gaggleofgeese.co.uk 

Pub Quiz - Wednesday 25
th 
March ï our popular monthly Gaggle pub quiz. Fun evening of 

head scratchers, cryptic clues and general knowledge. Teams of up to 6. Ã2 per person or free 
if you dine before the quiz. Booking required.  

Easter Weekend - Saturday 4
th
 and Sunday 5

th
 April ï bring the kids down for a free Easter 

Treasure Hunt. And Otter Brewery will be doing a ótap takeoverô showcasing their range of ales 
at the Gaggle over the weekend. 

Likely to be a busy weekend so please book if you would like to eat. Pub closed on Easter  
Monday. 

Key Dates to look forward toé 

Birthday Celebration ï Saturday 2
nd
 May ï celebrating another year of us having had the  

Gaggle open 8 years!! The popular band Longdog will be playing in the garden. And we will be 
doing a community group photo, a snapshot of the pub & villagers. 

Gagglefest ï Saturday 25
th
 July ï our annual family friendly music festival. Tickets on sale now 

over the bar and via www.ticketsource.co.uk/gaggle 

 

 

mailto:bngautoservices2001@gmail.com
http://www.gaggleofgeese.co.uk
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/gaggle
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Buckland Newton Village Hall 

 
Superb light and airy venue for Hire 

Kitchen, Covered Patio, Stage, Bar Area, Disabled Facilities and Wi-Fi 
 Weddings from Ã220   Childrenôs Parties, Local Events and regular hire from Ã12 an hour  

Call Ian Scott (Booking Secretary) for more information 01300 345455                                                         
or bnvillagehall@gmail.com - please use óHall Bookingô in subject title 

 

March Newsletter ð Cerne Abbas Surgery 

Meet Our Clinical Pharmacist 

The surgery is now supported by a highly trained clinical pharmacist, Kathy Davies, who works closely 

alongside the GPs as part of the wider care team. Clinical pharmacists are specialists in medicines and 

how they work, helping patients to get the best possible benefit from their treatment. 

Over the coming months, you may be invited to have a structured medication review with Kathy. 

These appointments provide dedicated time to discuss current medications, ask questions, and talk 

through any concerns or side effects, ensuring treatments remain safe, effective and right for each       

individual. 

Clinical pharmacists hold professional qualifications and are registered with the General Pharmaceutical 

Council. Working with a clinical pharmacist complements GP care and can often help patients access 

the right support more quickly and easily. 

Free Online Mental Health Support for Young People 

Kooth is a free, confidential online mental health and wellbeing service for children and young people. It 

provides a safe digital space where young people can access support whenever they need it. 

Through Kooth, young people can chat one-to-one with trained counsellors and mental health            

practitioners, explore self-help tools such as journalling and goal setting, and access moderated articles, 

activities and peer support communities. There is also an online magazine featuring real stories, tips and 

advice written by young people and the Kooth team. 

Kooth is clinically moderated, youth-focused and designed to support emotional wellbeing in a way that 

feels accessible and non-judgemental. 

Young people can sign up for free at www.kooth.com 

Missed Appointments 

In January, our surgery had 35 missed appointments, which resulted in 704 minutes of unused      

clinical time. This is significantly higher than in recent months and represents a considerable amount of 

appointment time that could have been offered to other patients. 

We understand that plans can change. However, if you are unable to attend your appointment, please 

contact the surgery as soon as possible ð even if it is only a few hours beforehand. This allows 

us to reallocate the appointment to someone who may be waiting to be seen. 

Every missed GP appointment is a loss of valuable NHS time and resources. By cancelling                  

appointments you no longer need, you are helping us to improve access to care for everyone in our 

community. 

Thank you for your understanding and continued support. 

********************************************************************************************************************** 

http://www.kooth.com
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Buckland Newton Village Hall 
 

The Village Hall Committee is looking for a new Bookings Secretary. Please see our flyer for more details. 
 
The Hall Committee will also be holding a Hall Open Afternoon and fundraising Cream Tea on Sunday 5 
July between 2 pm - 5 pm.  As many of you will know, many years ago when the Hall was refurbished, the 
Hall benefitted from a VAT reimbursement of approx. Ã20,000. These funds have sat in the Hall's          
reserves enabling the Hall to subsidise the cost of the running of the Hall for the community.  However, 
since Covid the Hall has had to start dipping into these funds to maintain the Hall to a standard that 
makes it appealing to Hall users. This has included: 

 
Full fibre broadband from Wessex Internet 
The tarmacking of the car park 
The replacement of the boiler 
The provision of a new shed 
 

The Hall Committee now needs to turn its attention to repairing the Hall Veranda at an estimated cost of 
Ã7,800, the relaying/replacement of the patio and replacement of the surrounding fencing and gates at an 
estimated cost of Ã10,000 and rewiring the electrics to the kitchen at an estimated cost of Ã3,000.  The 
Committee has also been informed that it will soon need to replace the lighting in the main Hall because 
the bulbs that are currently in use will soon become obsolete - quotes are currently being sought for this 
work. 
 
In the longer-term the Committee would like to replace all the curtains, including the stage curtains and is 
aware that this is likely to cost somewhere in the region of Ã12,000. 
 
In addition, the Hall must keep at least a year's running costs in its reserves in order to be able to         
continue to run the Hall should there be another pandemic or other emergency. So you can see Ã20,000 
doesn't go very far! 
 

How can you help? Book the Hall! We need more 
people to use the Hall particularly at the       
weekend. Thinking of having family and friends 
round, particularly in winter months when our 
gardens aren't quite so inviting, use the 
Hall!  Want a venue for a birthday party or a  
wedding reception - the Hall provides a blank 
canvas and can be beautifully decorated. 
 
A community without a village hall loses its 
heart. Don't let that happen to Buckland Newton, 
use YOUR village hall and support the events 
that take place there.   
 
   
                                                                                                                             
                                                        Kate Parish 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
******************************************************** 
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Hard Wood Logs for Sale 

Ash, Beech and Oak seasoned logs 

 

Free delivery within 20 mile radius of  

Buckland Newton  
 

Dumpy Bag £100  
 

Contact 

01963 23733 ~ 01300 345338 ~ 07903 535745 
 

PATRICK NEEDHAM 
 

NCH & ND in Arboriculture 

Tree Surgery, Woodland Management 

Hedge Trimming 

Chipping Service 

N.P.T.C. Qualified  (chainsaw & spraying use) 

Fully Insured 

TEL: 07899 924545 or 01258 817382 

Bartletts Carpets  
 

Carpet and vinyl fitting specialists 
supply and fit or fit only. 

 
Home selection service available. 

 
We offer a whipping service, make your off  

cuts into mats. 
 

Office -  01963 365724 
Mob - 07968845623 

PESTWRIGHT 
 

Traditional Mole Catcher   
Rats, Mice, Squirrels etc 

 

BPCA qualified and insured 
 

Call Jim on  
 07854 395112 

www.pestwright.co.uk 

Reporting Issues With 
FOOTPATHS or BRIDLE-PATHS       

 
Stephen White, as a Rights of Way Liaison Officer for the Dorset 
Coast & Countryside Service, investigates any issues within the 
parish of Buckland Newton, reporting to Dorset County Council.  

His contact numbers are 

01300 345431 or 07773 283764 
If you prefer to report issues directly to the council, you can do so 

by calling 01305 224463 or online at  
 

www.mapping.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/ 
rightsofway/reportproblem/ 
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In The Buckland Newton Book Corner 

Set in the summer of 1920, óA Month in the Countryô by J L Carr follows 

Tom Birkin, a shell-shocked veteran of the First World War, who travels to 

a small Yorkshire village to restore a medieval mural in a country church. 

In the village of Oxgodby, Birkin experiences kindness and belonging, yet 

he remains emotionally guarded. He is shy, nervous, and emotionally 

fragile and finds comfort in the quiet rural setting which is a sharp contrast 

to the horrors of the war he has experienced.  

He strikes up a friendship with fellow veteran Charles Moon, who is      

excavating a grave nearby, and over the course of one month, they both 

begin to recover from the trauma of shared but largely unspoken          

suffering. 

As Birkin becomes absorbed in the slow, delicate work of carefully        

uncovering layers of whitewash to reveal hidden beauty of the painting 

beneath, he gradually confronts his own buried pain. The restoration     

process mirrors his own gradual recovery. Carr portrays this healing as slow, quiet, and fragile - never 

dramatic, but deeply human - Birkinôs psychological wounds mirroring the damaged mural he is         

restoring.  

Birkin also develops feelings for Alice Keach, the vicarôs young wife. Their relationship is subtle and  

restrained - marked more by glances and silences than by open declarations. Birkin senses that her 

marriage is unhappy, but social boundaries and his own insecurity prevent him from acting on his    

feelings.  Meanwhile, the discovery of the mural reveals vivid and powerful medieval imagery,          

symbolizing both judgment and redemption. 

The novel is beautifully narrated from Birkinôs later life, and this retrospective lens adds a gentle       

melancholy. The summer becomes a lost Eden - brief, luminous, and impossible to return to. In parts 

the reminiscent narrative reminded me of Laurie Leeôs óCider with Rosieô with its strong sense of place 

and the feeling of a world that has quietly vanished. Both are short, beautifully written works about 

memory and loss, but Carr writes about healing within the stillness, the quietness of the narrative is its 

strength.  The rural setting is beautifully evoked by the light in the church, the stillness of the             

countryside, the rhythms of village life.  

This beautiful short novel can easily be read in a weekend , being under 150 pages, and I can think of 

few better ways to escape the recent endless rainy days than to bask in the halcyon summer days of 

1920 rural Yorkshire and this evocative tale of healing and hope. 

                                                                                                                                       Karen Whiter 

********************************************************************************************************************* 

óThe Snow Childô 

I enjoyed the review, last month, of this book, The Snow Child (as I have enjoyed all 
the pieces in the Book Corner). 

However, I would like to add two facts. One is that it was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize 
in 2013, the year after it was published.  

The second is that Ivey's novel was the basis for an opera by British composer Eric 
Wetherell with the text adapted by his wife Elizabeth Major. It was first performed at 
the Redgrave Theatre in Bristol on 23 September 2014. It is a lovely piece and worth 
looking out for if revived. 

                                                                                                 Christopher Sharp 

********************************************************************************************************************* 
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Buckland Newton Youth Club 
 

As promised in the February edition of the LVN, this monthsô front cover features some photos of the 
young people from Buckland Newton Youth Club taking part in "A Touch of Snow White" our 2026     
Pantomime in a Day. 
 
The members of the Youth Club are already involved in their next project, to produce promotional      
banners/flags that they can display at events the Youth Club supports and provides such as the Plant 
Sale, Village Fete and Car Wash.  This year we shall be adding a Pumpkin Festival to our calendar - 
make sure you buy your Pumpkin plants at the Buckland Newton Plant Sale in May. 
 
In the February half-term 11 of our older members, those in Yr 8 and above, will take part in our third 
London residential.  Travelling to London on Wednesday 18 February the young people will visit and tour 
the House of Commons, have a meal in China Town and spend a day at the British Museum.  There will 
also be a surprise visit to ........?  More details to follow next month. 
 
Then in March, Buckland Newton Youth Club will be working in partnership again with the school to    
produce a Children's Literary Festival.  But not only for children we want the community to get involved 
too, so if you belong to a book club or would like just talk about books and what you enjoy reading come 
and join us on Thursday 5 March at the village hall between 7 pm - 9 pm. Ã3 per person, includes a 
glass of wine and cake! 
 
Or fancy a game of Scrabble?  All are welcome to take part in the Buckland Newton does Scrabble Night 
on Thursday 12 March between 7 pm - 9.30 pm.  Bring your scrabble board and team of 4 to the     
village hall.  The individual and team with the highest score(s) at the end of the evening will win a 
prize. Ã3 per person. 
 
Then on Friday 20 March between 3.30 pm - 5 pm (after school) children, young people and families 
are invited to come to the village hall to join staff from Sherborne Library to read aloud their favourite  
story and listen to others read.  Beanbags, biscuits and squash will be available at this FREE event. 
 
We hope you will find a way to get involved and support this community event! 

 
                                                        Kate Parish 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
********************************************************** 
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Mostly Moths - Chinese Character 

Well, this little chap always pleases people, especially children who see it for the first time.  A dear little 
moth who gets its name from the white design in the middle of its wing which vaguely looks like a    
Chinese character, as in writing.  In fact, it looks much more like bird poo, but I suppose naming it the 
Bird Poo Moth was a step too far for Victorian naturalists. Certainly helps it escape the attention of 
predators!  It can be seen from late April to early June and again July to September with main larval 
food plants Hawthorn, Blackthorn (plenty of that!) and crab apple.  Hope I see them this year.       

                                                               Fizz Lewis                                                                                    
******************************************************** 
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