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Defib Runners in order of proximity  
to the Defib at Buckland Newton Village Hall 
 

Lisa Peart                  01300 345578 
Keith Darbyshire        01300 345196 
Gill Nell                      01300 345825 
Sandie Stout              01300 345135 
David Morris              01300 345402 
Geri Aitkenhead         07864 195619  

 
The Lydden Vale News is delivered to 
over four hundred households and has 
an excellent online presence via The 
Buckland Newton Community website 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

To promote your business in this space, 
please see the details on page 3 

NOW OPEN EVERY DAY 

 Breakfast Club available from 8am                               

for children aged from 2 years. 

Government Early Years Funding accepted,               

non-funded hours charged at  

Ã4.50 per hourð3 & 4 year olds 

Ã5.00 per hourð2 year olds 

For more information please contact the school office 

on: 01300 345393   

office@bucklandnewton.dorset.sch.uk 

http://www.bucklandnewton.com
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lyddenvalley@gmail.com 
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Alan Simmons 

All Enquiries and Adverts to: 
lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com 
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Distribution 
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The Bit at the Beginning é. 

May is one of my favourite months for many reasons, but one of them is 

the abundance of wildflowers and lush growth that takes place in our 

gardens and countryside. From bluebells, as featured on the front cover, 

and wild garlic, to the Rhododendrons and Azaleas. It seems to be a 

particularly good year for plants in general this year and there are plenty 

of opportunities to enjoy all that nature has to offer this month. There are 

many bluebell woods to explore locally, and the Lydden Vale Gardening 

Club have a trip to Exbury Gardens on 14
th
 May with the stunning colours 

of Spring on show in all their glory. There is also the Buckland Newton 

Plant Sale on 10
th
 May ï always a popular 2 hours in the Village calendar. 

If you like getting your hands dirty, then you can always pop along to the 

BN Community Allotment Club and lend a (dirty) hand. 

VE day is on 8
th
 May ï a moment to be grateful for all the freedom we 

have to enjoy our beautiful surroundings thanks to the sacrifice of others, 

and spare a thought for all the people caught up in conflicts around the 

world at the moment.  

 

                                                                                                        Amanda 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

                                                                                             

     

 

The Buckland Newton 
Community Website 

 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

Your local website for up-to-date 
news, events, clubs, groups,  
directories for businesses and 

services - and information about the 
village and its surroundings 

(and the online version of the LVN!) 
------------------------------ 

The opinions implied or expressed in this 
newsletter are not necessarily those of the 
news team nor the publisher. Although every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy neither the 
news team nor the publisher accept liability 
for errors or omissions. Neither the news 
team nor the publisher accepts responsibility 
for any of the services or events advertised 
herein. No responsibility can be accepted for 
unsolicited manuscripts or imagery. The 
editor reserves the right to modify 
contributions. Printed by Sarum Graphics 

 Advertising to: 
 Email:  lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com 
 Advertising fees (wef 1 April 2024)  

Adverts to be sent in Word 
or jpeg formats please. 
(PDF is not compatible!) 

SIZE 1 Month 3 Months 12 Months 
12 Months 

Colour 

ȧ Page* Ã18.50 Ã34.00 Ã76.00 Ã95.00 

ı Page* Ã34.00 Ã67.50 Ã115.00 Ã145.00 

İ Page Ã67.50 Ã131.00 Ã165.00 Ã206.00 

Full Page Ã82.00 Ã197.00 Ã331.00 Ã415.00 

Publication Deadline: 
The deadline for submissions is on the 18th of every month 
 

Text, Photographs, Community Messages, Enquiries, etc. to Amanda at: 
 
Email:   lyddenvalley@gmail.com  
 
Meetings/interviews: arranged via email  

* ȧ Page Landscape please. ı Page Portrait - unless full width of page, 
in which case Landscape. Thank You! 
 

The LVN is a great place to advertise covering a broad and diverse area, 
whether you have a colour or mono advert! Kindly mention the Lydden Vale 
News when responding to advertisements. 
 

This Monthôs Front Cover Credit:  Amanda McKenna 

mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
http://www.bucklandnewton.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
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WHATôS ON - MAY 2025  

Thursday 1st, 15th and 29th May - 2 pm                                                                                                                             

KNIT AND NATTER  

Our sessions for May are on Thursday afternoons - 1st, 15th and 29th 

We meet from 2-4 pm at the Gaggle of Geese.   Everyone and all crafts are very welcome.  

 

You could call one of us for more information or just come along to a session 

Lyn 01300 345739 or Jane 01300 345477 

 

At a recent session, as we all sat ñdoing our own thingò using our own patterns and notes, we realised how different they all 

are.  They really only mean something to just us - Our own very secret codes ééé. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

Friday 9
th
 May ï 12.15 pm 

2
ND
 FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB                                                                                                                                  

This month on Friday 9 May we are going to the Folke Golf Club, Folke Lane, Alweston, DT9 5HR.  Please 
arrive at 12:15 for a 12:30 start.   
 
There will be a choice of Roast Beef or Roast Turkey with seasonal vegetables and all the trimmings 
Cauliflower Cheese (V) or Ratatouille Gratin (Vegan) 
Apple Crumble or Lemon Meringue Pie served with custard, ice cream or cream 
 
Directions are as follows: 
 

Take the A352 to Sherborne and at the top of Sherborne Hill turn right on to the A3030 to Alweston. 
Go through North Wootton and into Alweston. 
The lane to the golf club is on the right directly after Cuffs workshop (which has a metal artwork on display) 
Folke is marked on the road sign just before the turning. 
 
And, this month, should you wish to confirm your attendance, or have a query, please contact DIANA WELLS (01300 345434) 
WhatsApp - 07769944594 
Email: dianawells588@gmail.com 
 
************************************************************************************************************************************************ 
 

Saturday 10
th
 May 10 ï 12 

BUCKLAND NEWTON PLANT SALE          (See page 6 for details) 

********************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Wednesday 8th May ï 8 pm 

OPEN MIC NIGHT ï THE GAGGLE OF GEESE          (See page 10 for details) 

**********************************************************************************************************************************************Ш 

mailto:dianawells588@gmail.com
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Monday, Tuesday and Friday 

POST OFFICE 9am-12 noon  Buckland Newton Village Hall 

Friday 30th May - 10.30 am                                                                                                                                
BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE CAF£ 

IŜƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƛƴ .ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘ bŜǿǘƻƴ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ млΦол - мн 
ƴƻƻƴΦ  hǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ - ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΦ 
 
bŜȄǘ ƻƴŜ CǊƛŘŀȅ олǘƘ aŀȅΦ 
 
¢ŜŀκŎƻũŜŜ ŀƴŘ /ŀƪŜ ŦƻǊ ϻмΦрл - .ŀǊƎŀƛƴ Η  

 
 Lyn Cox 01300 345739     Liza Hill 01300 345230 
 
******************************************************************************************************* 

Wednesday 14
th
 May 

LYDDEN VALE GARDENING CLUB     (See page 13 for details) 

 

 

 

 

************************************************************************************ 

Sunday 11th May ï 9.45 am 

HOLY ROOD CHURCH, BUCKLAND NEWTON 

VICTORY IN EUROPE (VE DAY) 80
TH
 ANNIVERSARY ï MORNING SERVICE           

**********************************************************************************************************************************************Ш 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Saturday 21
st
 June  - 2.30 pm 

HOLY ROOD CHURCH 

MIDSUMMERS  DAY TRADITIONAL ENGLISH AFTERNOON TEA  (See page 21 for details)           

************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

Saturday 17
th
 and 24

th
 May ï 10.30 - 12  

BUCKLAND NEWTON COMMUNITY ALLOTMENT CLUB ï                                       

BUCKLAND NEWTON ALLOTMENTS 

(See page 6 for details)   

 

         

************************************************************************************************ 
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2nd Friday Lunch Club - 20th Anniversary 
 
Last month on a beautiful sunny day the Lunch Club celebrated its 20th Anniversary. Buckland Newton 
Village Hall was very elegantly decorated with trios of balloons and lovely table flower arrangements.  
Jeremy Collins had put together a montage of colour photos of various lunch get-togethers throughout 
the years. A real trip down memory lane. As ever, our THANKS to all the helpers for looking after us so 
well.                                                                                                                                           

                                                         Janet Sealy 
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PATRICK NEEDHAM 
 

NCH & ND in Arboriculture 

Tree Surgery, Woodland Management 

Hedge Trimming 

Chipping Service 

N.P.T.C. Qualified  (chainsaw & spraying use) 

Fully Insured 

TEL: 07899 924545 or 01258 817382 

 
Bartletts Carpets  

 
Carpet and vinyl fitting specialists 

supply and fit or fit only. 
 

Home selection service available. 
 

We offer a whipping service, make your off  
cuts into mats. 

 
Office -  01963 365724 
Mob - 07968845623 

Gaggle Birthday ï Saturday 3rd May ï join us in celebrating having been open for 7 years! Be 
great to see the village community for live music with Nina Garcia and evening food in the garden. 

Open Mic Night - Wednesday 7th May ï pop down from 8pm to 10pm to enjoy local musicians. Or 
be brave and join in with a song or two. 

Knit & Natter - Thursday 1st
, 15

th
 & 29

th
 May - the fortnightly crafting group. Free to attend. Bring a 

project and perhaps some cake! 2 til 4pm 

Axe Throwing & Archery!  -  Saturdays in May ï we have teamed up with Dorset Medieval   
Archery to offer axe throwing in the Gaggle gardens 4pm to 7pm. Be taught the art of axe throwing and 
then see if you can win a prize by setting the highest score of the day! No need to book, just pop along 
and have a go for just Ã6.  Bookable archery sessions in the Gaggle gardens across the week are now 
also available through www.dorsetmedievalarchery.co.uk  

Pizza Saturdays!  -  our popular wood-fired pizzas are coming back soon. Watch out for  updates 
on our social media & website 

Pub Quiz - Wednesday 21st May ï our popular Gaggle pub quiz. Teams of up to 6. Ã2 per person or 
free if you dine before the quiz. Booking required.  

Longdog - Saturday 24th May ï an evening of classic covers, boogie and sing along with the band 
Longdog in the tipis from 7pm. 

Summer Craft Fayre ï Saturday 31st May. Celebrating local crafters & artisans with a craft fayre 
in our gardens. From 4pm. Free entry. A few stall spots still available. Get in touch with Sarah if you 
would like one. 

Willow Weaving - Wednesday 18th June -  a day course learning how to make willow baskets 
(beginner or more advanced). Lunch, tea & cake included! Tickets available via www.ticketsource.co.uk/
gaggle or by contacting the pub. 

Gagglefest ï Saturday 26th July ï our annual family friendly music festival. Tickets on sale over the 
bar and via www.ticketsource.co.uk/gaggle 

ϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝ 

http://www.dorsetmedievalarchery.co.uk
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/gaggle
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/gaggle
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/gaggle
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News from Cerne Abbas Surgery 
 
May is Stroke Awareness Month 

Strokes are a leading cause of disability and death in the UK, but many strokes are preventable and treatable if 

caught early. This month, we're encouraging everyone to learn the warning signs and understand the importance of 

acting F.A.S.T. 

¶ Face ï Has their face dropped on one side? 

¶ Arms ï Can they lift both arms and keep them there? 

¶ Speech ï Is their speech slurred or confused? 

Time ï If you notice any of these signs, call 999 immediately. 
Early action saves lives and improves recovery outcomes. If youôre concerned about your stroke riskðsuch as high 

blood pressure or lifestyle factorsðplease contact the surgery to arrange a review. 

Letôs work together to raise awareness and protect our community. 

 

May is Coeliac Awareness Month 

Coeliac Disease is an autoimmune condition where the body reacts to glutenða protein found in wheat, barley, 

and rye. This reaction can damage the lining of the small intestine and lead to symptoms such as bloating,         

diarrhoea, fatigue, and weight loss. 

Itôs estimated that 1 in 100 people in the UK have coeliac disease, but many remain undiagnosed. Raising      

awareness is key to early detection and better long-term health. 

If you regularly experience digestive discomfort or suspect gluten may be affecting your health, speak to a GP    

before cutting gluten out of your dietðtesting must be done while gluten is still being consumed. 

For more information and support, visit www.coeliac.org.uk 

 

May is Bladder Cancer Awareness Month 

Bladder cancer is the tenth most common cancer in the UK, yet awareness remains low. Early detection can make 

a significant difference in outcomes, so itôs important to know the signs. 

Common symptoms include: 

¶ Blood in the urine (even if it comes and goes) 

¶ Frequent or painful urination 

Urgency to urinate without producing much 
These symptoms can often be mistaken for infections or other conditions, so itôs vital to speak to your GP if you 

notice anything unusual. 

Raising awareness helps promote early diagnosis, better treatment options, and support for those affected. For 

more information, visit www.actionbladdercanceruk.org 

 

May is Skin Cancer Awareness Month 

With summer around the corner, now is the perfect time to raise awareness about skin cancer ð the most common 

form of cancer in the UK. 

Skin cancer can affect anyone, regardless of age or skin type. The good news is that most skin cancers are    

preventable and treatable when caught early. 

                                                                                                                                               Cont . . . 

https://www.coeliac.org.uk/
https://www.actionbladdercanceruk.org/
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What to look for: 

¶ A new mole or growth 

¶ Changes to an existing mole (size, shape, colour) 

Sores that donôt heal or bleed easily                                                                             

Protect yourself by: 

¶ Using a high-factor sunscreen (SPF 30+) 

¶ Wearing protective clothing and a hat 

¶ Avoiding the sun during peak hours (11amï3pm) 

Never using sunbeds 

Regular self-checks and early GP visits for anything unusual are key. Letôs protect our skin and spread awareness 

this May. 

For more information, visit: www.skincancer.org.uk 

                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                               Logan Mitchell 
 
 
*********************************************************************************************************************** 
 

  

https://www.skincancer.org.uk/
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Hard Wood Logs for Sale 

Ash, Beech and Oak seasoned logs 

 

Free delivery within 20 mile radius of  

Buckland Newton  
 

Dumpy Bag £100  
 

Contact 

01963 23733 ~ 01300 345338 ~ 07903 535745 
 

 

PESTWRIGHT 
 

Traditional Mole Catcher   
Rats, Mice, Squirrels etc 

 

BPCA qualified and insured 
 

Call Jim on  
 07854 395112 

www.pestwright.co.uk 

Open Mic nights at the Gaggle 

Open Mic nights have been happening on the first Wednesday of each 

month (except January) since the end of 2024. The format is similar each 

time, there is a group who introduce the evening at 8pm (on 7th May it will 

be the newly formed Lick the Frog, a local-ish three piece who like to have 

fun), then a spell behind the mics is given over to whoever would like to  

perform, usually having a 10 or 15 minute spot to do their thing, depending 

on the number of people who want to perform, and then the evening is 

closed with another short set from the introductory band until 10pm. 

There is no requirement for any particular type of performance, we have 

had folk singers, rock singers, traditional acapella, small bands, classical 

pieces, poetry and more.  We would have no objection to readers, poets, jugglers, magicians or snake 

charmers, or anyone else who would be interested.  The only requirement is that the performance is not 

inappropriate for the youngsters that may be present! 

There tends to be a warm reception for anyone who is willing to perform in front of the audience (of which 

a large part is other performers who know what you are going through) and a good time is had by all.    

If you find yourself free on the night, then pop down and see what exciting things are happening, as well 

as enjoying the warm welcome that is always there at the Gaggle! 

See you on Wednesday 7th May, at 8pm.                                                       Simon Spencer 

********************************************************************************************************************** 
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EASTER EXCITEMENT  

In the last week of term we had a fantastic week building up to the special time in the Christian        

Calendar of Easter.  We started the week with an incredible day at our church completing a range of 

activities for the special time of year as Easter. All the children had a talk from our vicar Father         

Jonathan and then set off on a scavenger hunt to explore the church.  After this each class took part in 

an activity to then share with the parents in our Easter Service later in the day. These included: cloak 

on plate, foil crosses, a head of nails and palm leaves. We had a great time as you can see below! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We continued our week with Easter themed activities, including cooking, card making and lots of other 

Easter-related fun 

 

We still have places available for September in all year groups.  Please contact the office if you 

would like to come and see our lovely school.   

 

Phil Sale (Headteacher) 

 

********************************************************************************************************************* 
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Buckland Newton Youth Club 

It seems like only yesterday that I was writing to celebrate the Youth Club's annual Pantomime in a 
Day in January and now it is the end of April and the start of the summer term! 

The Youth Club has of course been busy in the interim, with the Yr 8s+ going on what now feels as if it 
will be an annual residential to London (if the funds can be found/raised), all members enjoying a swim 
at the Victorian Barn and completing an art project to make a Cabinet of Curiosities which will go on 
show at the County Museum. 

Youth Club members and volunteers have been working extremely hard on the Community allotment, 
and I would like to thank Brad Perrett for his support in clearing away the rubbish from the site that the 
young people uncovered over the last 9 months!  The Allotment is now clear, and having had some 
lovely well-rotted manure donated and delivered, the young people have been working to create some 
no dig beds, sow seeds, fence the pond and make some climbing structures.  The Youth Club will be 
using the allotment throughout the summer, but if there is anyone in the Community that would like to 
join us please feel free to come along on a Saturday morning between 1030 - 1200 for the allotment 
club (those aged 9 and under must be accompanied by an adult). 

Our summer programme is action packed - see below and I'm looking forward to seeing the sunrise 
over Buckland Newton at the Wild Camp (as long 
as it doesn't rain).  The Youth Club is open to       
anyone in Yr 6 + if you have a young person that 
would like to join us, please email me Kate Parish 
at bucklandnewtonyc@gmail.com                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                  
Kate Parish 

 

 

 

mailto:bucklandnewtonyc@gmail.com
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Lydden Vale Gardening Club 

On 9
th
 April 25 members and guests were treated to an illustrated and entertaining talk by Martin Young on the 

Subject of Ornamental and Fruiting Trees for the Domestic Garden.  Prior to embarking on his gardening career, 

Martin was in the RAF for over 30 years and on leaving followed a lifelong interest, training at Hilliers as a       

professional gardener and subsequently spending the last 13 years of his working life as a Nursery Manager.  He 

has now retired and gives talks on the professional speaking circuit to raise money for three foodbank charities 

on Portland.    

May sees the start of our summer Garden  Visits with 

the first being on Wednesday 14
th
 May when the Club 

has arranged an executive coach trip departing from 

Buckland Newton Village Hall at 9.30, returning by 

5.00pm, to one of the homes of the Rothchild Family 

at Exbury, on the Beaulieu River.  

The Gardens which are now managed by a charity 

extend to 200 acres and are famous for their Azaleas 

and Rhododendrons which should be in full bloom in 

early May. For those interested in narrow gauge    

railways, there is a rather fine one which, for a small 

fee, can be used to ride around the gardens.   

There are still seats available on the coach priced at 

Ã25 for Club members or Ã30 for non-members, both prices include entrance to the gardens. The seats are going 

fast but are presently available on a first come, first served basis through Antony at Bladeley365@outlook.com. 

Our Visit in June will be to Charles Dowdingôs Garden, more details next month. 

                                                                                                                                             Antony Parson 

******************************************************************************************************************************** 

   

Mostly Moths - Buff-tip 

I came across this early on in my moth-ing experience. How extraordinary, I thought. It looks just like a     
broken birch twig. Again, these clever markings have evolved to protect the moth from predation. Many   
other moths will blend with bark. Some moths look like leaves. The sallow moths which come out in late 
Summer/Autumn have brown and yellow markings like an autumn leaf. One Moth I know reminds me of a 
bird dropping. But back to our birch twig, the Buff-tipôs food plant as a caterpillar - Sallows, Birches, Oaks 
and Hazel, also Alder, Limes, Elms, Beech, Rowan, Hornbeam and Sycamore - no wonder then that itôs a 
common moth. It comes readily to light traps, and I expect and hope to see one later this month.                
Incidentally, if you have a smartphone you can take a photograph of your mystery moth/insect/plant,     
whatever, and use an App called ñObsidentifyò. Itôs free and will identify no end of moths and other insects. 
Then itôs a good idea to cross reference with a good reference book - I use Field Guide to the Moths of 
Great Britain and Ireland by Waring and Townsend (very good illustrations by Richard Lewington).                                                                              

Fizz Lewis 345521 

 

 

mailto:Bladeley365@outlook.com

