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Defib Runners in order of proximity  
to the Defib at Buckland Newton Village Hall 
 

Lisa Peart                  01300 345578 
Keith Darbyshire        01300 345196 
Gill Nell                      01300 345825 
Sandie Stout              01300 345135 
David Morris              01300 345402 
Deki Bray                   07909 521215 
Geri Aitkenhead         07864 195619 
 
We have a new Defib Runner. Her name is Deki Bray 
and she has not long been in the village. Thank you so 
much for volunteering to do this Deki. Welcome!! 

 

 

The Lydden Vale News is delivered to over 
four hundred households and has an 

excellent online presence via The Buckland 
Newton Community website 
www.bucklandnewton.com 

 
To promote your business in this space, 
please see the details on page 3. 

NOW OPEN EVERY DAY 

 Breakfast Club available from 8am                               

for children aged from 2 years. 

Government Early Years Funding accepted,               

non-funded hours charged at  

Ã4.50 per hourð3 & 4 year olds 

Ã5.00 per hourð2 year olds 

For more information please contact the school office 

on: 01300 345393   

office@bucklandnewton.dorset.sch.uk 

 

http://www.bucklandnewton.com
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The Bit at the Beginning é. 

May is the best month of the year in our gardens, when everything is green, 

lush and with the promise of more to come (including plenty of weeds, of 

course). A particular spectacle is the Wisteria, which is at itôs best this month. 

If you are lucky to have one, it is the most amazing plant and with a glorious 

scent.  

Bluebells and Wild Garlic have taken over from the Daffodils and Narcissi, 

and a woodland walk is almost a must. 

May is also the month of the Buckland Newton Plant Sale on 9
th
 May at 10 am 

(see page 6). A good opportunity to stock up on tomato plants and perhaps 

discover a new plant ï last year I bought 2 Chickpea plants ï although the 

harvest wasnôt enough for a bowl of hummus unfortunately. 

The weather is certainly playing its part at the moment too, with glorious 

spring sunshine ï who ordered the wind though! 

Apologies if you receive the LVN later this month ï canôt get the staff 
(volunteers). Seems weôre all going away at the same time. 

                                                                                                

                                                                                        Amanda 

                                                          

****************************************************************************** 

                                                                                             

 

The Buckland Newton 
Community Website 

 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

Your local website for up-to-date 
news, events, clubs, groups,  
directories for businesses and 

services - and information about the 
village and its surroundings 

(and the online version of the LVN!) 
------------------------------ 

The opinions implied or expressed in this 
newsletter are not necessarily those of the 
news team nor the publisher. Although every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy neither the 
news team nor the publisher accept liability 
for errors or omissions. Neither the news 
team nor the publisher accepts responsibility 
for any of the services or events advertised 
herein. No responsibility can be accepted for 
unsolicited manuscripts or imagery. The 
editor reserves the right to modify 
contributions. Printed by Sarum Graphics 

 Advertising to: 
 Email:  lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com 
 Advertising fees (wef 1 April 2024)  

Adverts to be sent in Word 
or jpeg formats please. 
(PDF is not compatible!) 

SIZE 1 Month 3 Months 12 Months 
12 Months 

Colour 

ȧ Page* Ã20.00 Ã40.00 Ã85.00 Ã110.00 

ı Page* Ã40.00 Ã75.00 Ã125.00 Ã160.00 

İ Page Ã75.00 Ã140.00 Ã175.00 Ã230.00 

Full Page Ã90.00 Ã210.00 Ã350.00 Ã450.00 

Publication Deadline: 
The deadline for submissions is on the 18th of every month 
 

Text, Photographs, Community Messages, Enquiries, etc. to Amanda at: 
 
Email:   lyddenvalley@gmail.com  
 
Meetings/interviews: arranged via email  

* ȧ Page Landscape please. ı Page Portrait - unless full width of page, 
in which case Landscape. Thank You! 
 

The LVN is a great place to advertise covering a broad and diverse area, 
whether you have a colour or mono advert! Kindly mention the Lydden Vale 
News when responding to advertisements. 
 

This Monthôs Front Cover Credit:  Tria Stebbing (see story page 8) 

mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
http://www.bucklandnewton.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
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WHATôS ON - MAY 2026 

Monday and Friday 

POST OFFICE 9am-12 noon  Buckland Newton Village Hall 

Friday 8th May ï 12.45 pm                                                                                                                         

2ND FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB         

        This month we are at The Fox at Ansty - meet 12.45 for 1 pm                                                                                                                             

************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

Wednesday 6th May                                                                                                                                                             

LYDDEN VALE GARDENING CLUB - VISIT TO THE NEWT (See page  8 for details) 

******************************************************************************************** 

 

Saturday 9th May ï 10 am til 12 pm  

BUCKLAND NEWTON PLANT SALE (See page 6)  

 

 

 

****************************************************************************************** 

Saturday 2nd May 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS ï THE GAGGLE OF GEESE  (See page 7) 

***************************************************************************************************************** 

Wednesday 6
th
 May 8pm ï 10 pm 

OPEN MIC NIGHT ï THE GAGGLE OF GEESE 

************************************************************************************************************ 
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Friday 29th May 2026- 10.30 am - 12 pm                                                                                                                                
BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE CAF£ 

Cafe will be on Friday 29th May from 10.30 - 12 noon at Buckland Newton Village Hall. 
¢ŜŀκŎƻũŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƪŜ - ϻмΦрл 
 
! ƎƻƻŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ 
9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ - ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΦ 

[yn Cox 01300 345739            Liza Hill 01300 345230 

 

 

*********************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 

Thursday 14th and 28th May - 2 - 4 pm                                                                                                                              

Our sessions for May will be on Thursdays - 14th and 28th 
From 2-4 pm at the Gaggle of Geese 
 
Everyone very welcome to come along and join us with whatever craft you like to do 

and/or Natter too!  
We often have knitting, crochet, tapestry, quilting and felting all happening - so itôs 
quite a hive of activity. 

And - there will be cake 
 
See you there 

 

Lyn Cox 01300 345739         Jane Willis 01300 345477 

************************************************************************************************************************************************* 
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Buckland Newton Village Hall 

 
Superb light and airy venue for Hire 

Kitchen, Covered Patio, Stage, Bar Area, Disabled Facilities and Wi-Fi 
 Weddings from Ã220   Childrenôs Parties, Local Events and regular hire from Ã12 an hour  

Call Ian Scott (Booking Secretary) for more information 01300 345455                                                         
or bnvillagehall@gmail.com - please use óHall Bookingô in subject title 
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ALEX FROST and   

NATHAN CURTIS 
MASTER THATCHERS 

Member of the National 

Society of Master Thatchers. 

Prompt Service, helpful 

advice 

Tel. 07580 050453.             

Email alexfazer6@msn.com 

. b D !¦¢h {9w±L/9{                 
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Birthday Celebration ï Saturday 2nd May ï celebrating another year of us having had the 
Gaggle open 8 years!! The popular band Longdog will be playing in the garden. And we will be doing 
a community group photo (around 6.45pm); a snapshot of the history of the pub & village. 

Wood-fired menu available from 5pm. Booking required. You can also have a go at our new Laser 
Tag in our arena! And take a crack at axe throwing. Both from 4pm. 

Pub closed on bank holiday Monday. 

Open Mic Night - Wednesday 6th May & 3rd June ï pop down from 8pm to 10pm to enjoy and 
support local musiciansébe brave and step upé 

Knit & Natter - Thursday 14th & 28th May - the fortnightly crafting social group. Free to attend. 
Bring a project and perhaps some cake! 2 til 4pm 

Axe Throwing & Archery!  -  bookable  sessions in the Gaggle gardens across the week are 
now available through www.dorsetmedievalarchery.co.uk  óHave a goô axe throwing in the Gaggle 
gardens Saturdays from 4pm; pop along and try to win the best score of the day! 

Gagglefest ï Saturday 25th July ï our annual family friendly music festival. Seven bands, two 
stages, kidsô zone, BBQ, laser tag, mobile barber, pizza, axe throwing, three bars and more! Tickets 
on sale now over the bar and via www.ticketsource.com/gaggle 
Dates for your diaryé. 

Artsreach ï Wednesday 8th July & 12th August ï we have teamed up with Dorset Artsreach to 
bring poetry and storytelling to the Gaggle. Funded by Inncrowd, tickets are free! But you must book 
themé. via the pub or www.ticketsource.com/gaggle ... Tickets available now 

Drive-In Cinema! ï Thursday 16th July ï we are hosting a drive-in cinema evening in the     

Gaggle gardens. With a giant screen! Keep an eye out for more details and ticket availabilityécoming 

soon on our website & social media. 

ϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝ 

mailto:bngautoservices2001@gmail.com
http://www.dorsetmedievalarchery.co.uk
http://www.ticketsource.com/gaggle
http://www.ticketsource.com/gaggle


у 

Meadow Mouth-Mowers 
 
Tria and Chris keep sheep and the odd cow. I have a wildflower meadow. In winter a wildflower meadow 
has to be grazed, it is a part of the management routine. The best mower is a mouth as Peter Lewis of 
Sticky Wicket used to tell me. So let me introduce you to óthe ladsô, eight Zwartbles Rams. 
 
óZwartbles are known for being docile, friendly, easy lambing, prolific, milky and being excellent mothers.ô  

Zwartbles Rams are very good at mouth-mowing wildflower meadows and like ginger biscuits. They 
were allowed just one a day whilst with me and soon learnt to spot me coming down the garden,     
greeting me with the deepest of bleats, a real throaty bass before breaking into a noisy sheep stampede. 
They all have names. Blue is the boss and leading ram in the photo. He has a definite air of authority 
with a wonky blaze down his impressive nose. Here, you might be forgiven for thinking he had taken the 
lads to church but actually they were only passing through. Just finished after doing a grand job in my 
meadow and on their way to the next. Hero, my favourite, is the largest ram bringing up the rear - he has 
a slight limp so is a bit slower. I am in full sympathy. 

I am extremely grateful to Tria and Chris for their services - thank you. And thank you to Blue and the 
lads too. 

Frogs Bottom Meadow (opposite the Gaggle) will be open to anyone to walk around again this year and 
look at the wildflowers from the beginning of June or earlier. Dogs on leads welcome (please pick up  
after them.) Keep to the path and have a sit on the bench halfway.                                         
                                                                                                    Fizz Lewis 

*********************************************************************************************************************** 

Lydden Vale Gardening Club 

The March meeting was well attended with the promise of a good evening. It began with the presentation 
to Antony of a terracotta planter, a token of appreciation for all he has done over the last few years as 
Secretary of the club. As Julian pointed out, the fact the club is still looking for his replacement is due in 
no small part to him being such a hard act to follow. And as Antony is the organiser of the forthcoming 
May visit, he hasnôt as yet been able to sit back and enjoy his retirement!  

The good turnout was also due to the subject and speaker Arthur Cole, Head of Programming at The 
Newt, in light of the clubôs visit in May. Arthur worked at Hadspen prior to its transformation and gave an 
illustrated history of the gardens from the Hobhouse dynasty to the more recent days of Sandra & Nori 
Pope, known for their colour themed borders, who incidentally came to the club many years ago. 

He proved to be a most entertaining as well as informative speaker, as he brought us up to date with all 
the many innovations since 2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

To make the meeting special, wine and nibbles replaced the usual refreshments. And NO RAFFLE for a 
change, but a Silent Auction of three items. including a gift from The Newt of a yearôs FREE              
membership, two tickets for Beaulieuôs Gardeners World Spring Fair, and a beautiful spring flowering 
shrub, which altogether raised a total for the forthcoming WELDMAR plant sale of Ã105.  

                                                                                                                         Cont . . . 
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An advance notice regarding the visit on Wednesday 17th June to the Dorset Walled Garden at Upper 
Sydling House.  

This is rarely open to the public and was described by House & Garden magazine as 

 ñA harmonious Dorset rose garden designed by Isabel and Julian Bannermanò  
The owner, Susanne Cooper turned a farmyard into a walled garden encompassing vegetable, cut    
flowers and stock beds within a framework of herbaceous borders. Roses are abundant, tumbling and 
climbing everywhere, she has 120 different varieties and 400 individual plants. 
 
More details will follow in Juneôs LVN.  
Meanwhile if interested contact Susie on susiejkeys@icloud.com.  
Cost of entry is Ã25 but for LVGC members Ã15pp. 
 

FUTURE EVENTS: 

WED 6th MAY - The much-anticipated LVGC VISIT to THE NEWT.  

SAT 9th MAY - Buckland Newton Village WELDMAR PLANT SALE at BNVH 10-12midday.  

See more details on page 6 

WED 17th JUNE - LVGC VISIT to the DORSET WALLED GARDEN at Upper Sydling House at 2pm.  

 

                                                                                                                                Jan Burnett 

mailto:susiejkeys@icloud.com
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Needham Tree Specialists Ltd. 
 

NCH & ND in Arboriculture 

Tree Surgery, Woodland Management 

Hedge Trimming 

Chipping Service 

N.P.T.C. Qualified  (chainsaw & spraying use) 

Fully Insured 

TEL: 07899 924545 or 01258 817382 

Rich Bartlett Flooring Specialist  
 

Carpet and vinyl fitting specialists 
supply and fit or fit only. 

 
Home selection service available. 

We offer a whipping service, make your off  
cuts into mats. 

 
T: 07968 845623 

E: richbartlettflooring@outlook.com 
 

 

PESTWRIGHT 
 

Traditional Mole Catcher   
Rats, Mice, Squirrels etc 

 

BPCA qualified and insured 
 

Call Jim on  
 07854 395112 

www.pestwright.co.uk 
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Buckland Newton Youth Club 

Members of BNYC had a great Easter holiday, helped by the glorious weather.  In the first week of the 
holidays there was an Easter Egg hunt followed by pizza making and eating back at the Village Hall, 
games and a film. 

Then in the second week we loaded up the trailer with bikes and Land Rover with young people (thank 
you Mick Ames) and took members to Sturminster Newton to cycle the trailway all the way to Blandford 
and back.   It was the perfect day for a cycle ride, not too hot or too cold and most importantly DRY!  We 
even overcame the closure of the Fiddleford Bridge, carrying 15 bicycles over fences because the gates 
along the detour route were kissing gates and it was impossible to walk the bikes through - a BIG THANK 
YOU to Mark Chappell and Dave Dennett for making this happen.  A picnic was had on route, and many 
ice creams were consumed both in Blandford and back in Sturminster.   

It was such a great day that we shall be cycling the trailway again on Saturday 22 August, during the 
summer holidays, when we plan to stop at Shillingstone Station for a tour and tea and cake! 

A copy of our summer term programme is included in this month's LVN and our Summer Holiday        
programme should be available by June as soon as I have had final confirmation from a couple of        
providers about dates.  Activities are being planned for children aged 5+, young people and families. 
Booking will be essential. 

 

Kate Parish 

Lead Youth Worker 

Buckland Newton Youth Club 

bucklandnewtonyc@gmail.com 

 

mailto:bucklandnewtonyc@gmail.com

