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Defib Runners in order of proximity  
to the Defib at Buckland Newton Village Hall 
 

Lisa Peart                  01300 345578 
Keith Darbyshire        01300 345196 
Gill Nell                      01300 345825 
Sandie Stout              01300 345135 
David Morris              01300 345402 
Geri Aitkenhead         07864 195619  

 
The Lydden Vale News is delivered to 
over four hundred households and has 
an excellent online presence via The 
Buckland Newton Community website 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

To promote your business in this space, 
please see the details on page 3 

NOW OPEN EVERY DAY 

 Breakfast Club available from 8am                               

for children aged from 2 years. 

Government Early Years Funding accepted,               

non-funded hours charged at  

Ã4.50 per hourð3 & 4 year olds 

Ã5.00 per hourð2 year olds 

For more information please contact the school office 

on: 01300 345393   

office@bucklandnewton.dorset.sch.uk 

http://www.bucklandnewton.com


о 

Lydden Vale News Team 
 

Editor 
Amanda McKenna 

lyddenvalley@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
Vincent McKenna 

 
Advertising Manager 
Alan Simmons 

All Enquiries and Adverts to: 
lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com 

 
Reports/Articles/Interviews 
lyddenvalley@gmail.com 

 
Distribution 
Dave White 
07391 708851 

 
Distributors 
Pauline Adams 
Bridget Baker 
John Baker 
Nicki Barker 
Gary Cairns 

Damian Brothers 
Jane Collins 
Jeremy Collins 
Jenny Jesty 
Elodie Franklin 
David Morris 
John Marjoram 
Jenny Donnelly 
Janet Sealy 
Helen Simpson 
Jane West 
Susan Moring 

 
Spare copies available from  
The Old Chapel Stores 

 
 

The Bit at the Beginning é. 

The front cover photo this month says it all about what a gloriously 

colourful Autumn we are having. These were taken at Minterne Gardens, 

but there are plenty of other places to marvel at the amazing variety of 

colour nature produces this time of year. Oddly, some of the Azaleas and 

Rhododendrons at Minterne were also flowering ï not sure thatôs such a 

good sign. 

My dog, Orla, is fantastic at not eating random objects or stealing food 

indoors, but she is still going for it in the garden ï hence several holes in 

the lawn. She also loves a good chew on a stick ï not to be encouraged, 

but difficult when there are so many lying around and, of course, you 

should always be careful not to throw sticks for dogs as they can get 

lodged in their throat. I did dabble in willow weaving last year as I have a 

large Willow tree, and made a few plant supports, which look great-ish 

and do the job as well as the metal ones, but to Orlaôs beady eye they are 

just a pile of sticks ready prepared for her enjoyment! Unfortunately, one 

of these supports was around a rather special rose ï Dame Judy Dench ï 

and hence only half of it now remains! I was upset at first, but, as sheôs a 

Golden Retriever with half a brain cell, I realised it wasnôt her fault really 

and I probably encouraged it in a roundabout way. So, do I make more 

willow supports and just put them around weeds? Job done! 

If you fancy trying willow weaving, there is a Christmas Willow weaving 
course at The Gaggle on 12

th
 November (see page 7). 

                                                                                           Amanda 

______________________________________________________ 

 

The Buckland Newton 
Community Website 

 

www.bucklandnewton.com 
 

Your local website for up-to-date 
news, events, clubs, groups,  
directories for businesses and 

services - and information about the 
village and its surroundings 

(and the online version of the LVN!) 
------------------------------ 

The opinions implied or expressed in this 
newsletter are not necessarily those of the 
news team nor the publisher. Although every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy neither the 
news team nor the publisher accept liability 
for errors or omissions. Neither the news 
team nor the publisher accepts responsibility 
for any of the services or events advertised 
herein. No responsibility can be accepted for 
unsolicited manuscripts or imagery. The 
editor reserves the right to modify 
contributions. Printed by Sarum Graphics 

 Advertising to: 
 Email:  lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com 
 Advertising fees (wef 1 April 2024)  

Adverts to be sent in Word 
or jpeg formats please. 
(PDF is not compatible!) 

SIZE 1 Month 3 Months 12 Months 
12 Months 

Colour 

ȧ Page* Ã18.50 Ã34.00 Ã76.00 Ã95.00 

ı Page* Ã34.00 Ã67.50 Ã115.00 Ã145.00 

İ Page Ã67.50 Ã131.00 Ã165.00 Ã206.00 

Full Page Ã82.00 Ã197.00 Ã331.00 Ã415.00 

Publication Deadline: 
The deadline for submissions is on the 18th of every month 
 

Text, Photographs, Community Messages, Enquiries, etc. to Amanda at: 
 
Email:   lyddenvalley@gmail.com  
 
Meetings/interviews: arranged via email  

* ȧ Page Landscape please. ı Page Portrait - unless full width of page, 
in which case Landscape. Thank You! 
 

The LVN is a great place to advertise covering a broad and diverse area, 
whether you have a colour or mono advert! Kindly mention the Lydden Vale 
News when responding to advertisements. 
 

This Monthôs Front Cover Credit:  Amanda McKenna 

mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
http://www.bucklandnewton.com
mailto:lyddenvaleadverts@gmail.com
mailto:lyddenvalley@gmail.com
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WHATôS ON - NOVEMBER 2025  

Thursday 13th and 27th November - 2 pm                                                                                                                             

KNIT AND NATTER  

Our sessions in November will be on Thursdays - 13th and 27th from 2-4pm at the Gaggle of 

Geese. 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ - ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ŎǊŀƊ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ 

ŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǧŜǊƛƴƎΗΗΗ 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎǇǳƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻƭΣ ŘȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƛǧŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ 

ǎƻŎƪǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƘŜǊ ŦŜŜǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƴǳƎƎƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭŘ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ 

 

[ȅƴ /ƻȄ лмолл опртоф        WŀƴŜ ²ƛƭƭƛǎ лмолл опрптт 

 

********************************************************************************************************** 

 

 

Wednesday 5th November from 5 pm 

BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE BONFIRE & FIREWORKS - THE GAGGLE OF GEESE (see page 6) 

 

 

************************************************************************************************** 

Thursday 6th November ï 2.15 pm 

BUCKLAND NEWTON NEIGHBOUR CAR SCHEME AGM - BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE HALL
(see page 6) 

 

 

****************************************************************************************************************** 

Wednesday 12th November ï 7 for 7.30 pm 

LYDDEN VALE GARDENING CLUB ï BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE HALL 
(see page 16) 

 

********************************************************************************************************** 

Saturday 1st November - 8pm 

A GROWN-UP HALLOWEEN ï A LIVE MUSIC TREAT ï Spooky live music and cabaret with the 

band   óLick the Frogô ï THE GAGGLE OF GEESE 

********************************************************************************************************************************************Ш 
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Monday, Tuesday and Friday 

POST OFFICE 9am-12 noon  Buckland Newton Village Hall 

Friday 28th November- 10.30 am                                                                                                                                 
BUCKLAND NEWTON VILLAGE CAF£ 

The November Cafe will be on Friday 28th. 10.30 - 12 noon in Buckland Newton Village Hall. 
Tea/coffee and cake Ã1.50. 
 
Come along and catch up with friends and neighbours before the Christmas frenzy kicks in!!  

Lȅƴ /ƻȄ  опртоф         [ƛȊŀ Iƛƭƭ опрнол 

 

*********************************************************************************************************** 
 

Friday 14th November ï 12.30 pm 

2ND FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB     

How many remember the state of our village pub before Simon and Sarah took it on. 
It had been empty for several years and was in a very dilapidated state?  Somehow, they saw its potential 
and have made it the hub for Buckland Newton and surrounding villages. Thanks to them and their 
imaginative ideas you will be sure of a warm welcome in one of the few pubs left in the valley. 
 
We are very happy and lucky to have this month's 2nd Friday lunch outing in our local, the Gaggle of 
Geese.   
 
 

The menu is as follows: 
 
Roast Beef or Chicken with seasonal vegetables 
Nut Roast 
followed by 
Chocolate Tart with Ice Cream 
Sticky Toffee Sundae 
 
So, make a date in your diaries for Friday 14th November - The Gaggle of Geese - 12:30 for 12:45 to be followed by the 
AGM. 
 
If you would like to join us, and have not already done so, please confirm your attendance to Bridget Hodges (01300 3454930). 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

 

Dates for your Diary: 

 

Friday 5th December - 5-7 pm 

FBNS CHRISTMAS FAIR ï BUCKLAND NEWTON SCHOOL HALL    
(see page 9) 

 

*************************************************************************************************** 

Saturday 6th December ï 10-12 am 

HOLY ROOD CHURCH CHRISTMAS FAYRE (see page 21) 

 

*********************************************************************************************************************************************** 
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SAVE THE DATE  

Sunday 23rd November! 

 

To celebrate 10 years since the publication                  
of the book                                                       

ñRemembering Piddletrenthideò 

 

An exhibition of photos, videos, and memorabilia 

On SUNDAY 23rd NOV from 2-5pm 

The MEMORIAL HALL, Piddletrenthide 

 

Of special interest to those with connections                                                                                
to the Piddle Valley, or who attended the Manor                                                                              
or the village school or travelled on Abbotôs bus! 
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ALEX FROST and   

NATHAN CURTIS 
MASTER THATCHERS 

Member of the National 

Society of Master Thatchers. 

Prompt Service, helpful 

advice 

Tel. 07580 050453.             

Email alexfazer6@msn.com 

. b D !¦¢h {9w±L/9{                 

tƘƛƭ tŀǊǎƻƴǎ ς нр ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ                             

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎƛƴƎ ƛƴΥ {ŜǊǾƛŎƛƴƎΣ wŜǇŀƛǊǎΣ ah¢ǎ                     

²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ah¢ Ǿŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭǎ ƛƴ 

ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ Ŏƭŀǎǎ п ŀƴŘ т ǘŜǎǘ ōŀȅ        

¦bL¢ у                                                                               

t¦[I!a .¦{Lb9{{ t!wY                                              

t¦[I!a 5hw{9¢                                                             

/ƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ  

9Ƴŀƛƭ ς ōƴƎŀǳǘƻǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎнллмϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ           

¢ŜƭΦ лмолл опрнну 

 

Bonfire Night ï Wednesday 5th November - The annual Village Bonfire & Fireworks in the Gaggle 
gardens. Willow lantern parade from the Parish Field (opposite the school) from 5pm. Bonfire lit around 
6pm. Fireworks around 7pm. Fireworks, bar, BBQ, hog roast and hot chocolates!  

Walk to the pub if you can or please park considerately if driving. Kids under 12 free entry. Older kids & 
adults Ã7.50; pay on arrival. Weather dependent! 

Christmas Willow Weaving Course - Wednesday 12th November ï join Andy in being taught 
how to make a range of Christmas willow decorations. A day course from 10am to 4pm. Day includes 
lunch, teas and cake!  

Book by contacting the pub or by going through the Ticketsource link on our website. Ã45 per person ï 
proceeds in aid of Alzheimer's Research. 

Pub Quiz - Wednesday 19th November ï our popular Gaggle pub quiz. Fun evening of head      
scratchers, cryptic clues and general knowledge. Teams of up to 6. Ã2 per person or free if you dine    
before the quiz. Booking required. Probable future quiz date, 17th December 

Knit & Natter - Thursday 13th & 27th November - the fortnightly crafting group. Free to attend. Bring a 
project and perhaps some cake! 2 til 4pm 

Gaggle Christmas Craft Fayre - Saturday 29th
 November ï pop along to the Gaggle for our  

annual festive craft fayre supporting local crafters and makers. Shop, have a mulled wine and perhaps a 
bite to eat! Free entry. Fayre from 4 to 8pm. Only a few spots for stalls left; get in touch with Sarah if you 
would like one. 

Open Mic Night - Wednesday 3rd December ï pop down from 8pm to 10pm to enjoy local             
musicians. Or be brave and join in with a song or two. 

 

 

ϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝ 

mailto:bngautoservices2001@gmail.com
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Buckland Newton Community Car Scheme 

Want to visit town, the hairdressers or just meet a friend for coffee?                                                               

Perhaps you have a medical appointment?                                                                                                               

Our volunteer drivers offer a door-to-door service for residents of the Buckland Newton 

parish.                                 

A return journey to Dorchester or Sherborne costs approximately Ã11.00.                                                          

For more information, please ring 07733 849264 or email bncarscheme@gmail.com. 

Buckland Newton Primary School Celebrates Harvest Festival 

Children, staff and families at Buckland Newton Primary School came together last 

week to celebrate their annual Harvest Festival ð a joyful occasion filled with music, 

creativity and generosity.                                                                                                                                        

The whole school gathered in Holy Rood church to give thanks for the food we share and to reflect on 

the importance of helping others. As part of the celebrations, pupils proudly donated a wonderful     

collection of food items to the Sherborne Food Bank, supporting local families in need. 

Each class contributed to the festival in their own special way. Children sang three lively harvest 

songs, filling the church with warmth and enthusiasm. There was plenty of creativity on display too, as 

pupils showed their colourful harvest artwork, baked homemade bread, and even performed a fun and 

original ñPrincess and the Peaò rap, which had everyone smiling and clapping along. 

Headteacher Mr. Phillip Sales said, ñWe are so proud of the children for their hard work and kindness. 

Harvest is a time to be thankful and to think about others, and our pupils have done exactly that.ò 

It was a truly heart-warming event ð a wonderful reminder of the schoolôs strong sense of community, 

creativity and care for others. 

 

 

 

 

Phil Sales (Headteacher) 

******************************************************************************************************************** 
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J A S P E RS 

HAIR SALON 
 

Your friendly local salon providing 

exceptional results 

 

Check out our new website -  

www.jaspershairsalon.co.uk 
 

OPENING TIMES 
  Monday:   Closed 

  Tuesday:   9.00am-4.00pm 

  Wednesday:  9.00am-6.00pm 

  Thursday:   9.00am-5.00pm 

  Friday:    9.00am-7.00pm 

  Saturday:   8.30am-1.30pm 
 

Donôt forget to ask about our Loyalty 

cards and special offers 

01300 348 569 

Main Street, Piddletrenthide, DT2 7QL 

 

FBNS November Update: 

 

First FBNS would like to thank the Buckland Newton Village Fete Committee and all those involved in 
running and supporting the Fete for the very generous grant of Ã1,000.  

September began the FBNS year by putting together a programme full of fundraising and activities for 
the children and their families to take part in. We also had a double draw in the 100 Club which raised 
Ã87.50 and a prize fund of an equal amount to lucky participants.  

We now plan for our autumn disco party (which will see the kids celebrate the end of the first half term - 
complete with apple bobbing and disco) and our Christmas Fair which will take place from 5-7pm on   
Friday 5 December in Buckland Newton School Hall. This event is open to the community in the schoolôs 
catchment area. There will be food, festive stalls, games and, of course, Father Christmas himself. Do 
join us if you can.  

We are also seeking donations of any bottles (alcoholic, soft drinks, cosmeticsé) to go on the Christmas 
Fair bottle tombola. If you can support us in this way - perhaps an unwanted gift you have - please drop 
off any donations to the village shop (perhaps you could get a bottle from there for us!?) or hand to 
someone who has children at the school to pass on to us. 

Until next timeé 

 

                                                                                                                               Will Burnett 

 

 

*********************************************************************************************************************** 
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Hard Wood Logs for Sale 

Ash, Beech and Oak seasoned logs 

 

Free delivery within 20 mile radius of  

Buckland Newton  
 

Dumpy Bag £100  
 

Contact 

01963 23733 ~ 01300 345338 ~ 07903 535745 
 

PATRICK NEEDHAM 
 

NCH & ND in Arboriculture 

Tree Surgery, Woodland Management 

Hedge Trimming 

Chipping Service 

N.P.T.C. Qualified  (chainsaw & spraying use) 

Fully Insured 

TEL: 07899 924545 or 01258 817382 

Bartletts Carpets  
 

Carpet and vinyl fitting specialists 
supply and fit or fit only. 

 
Home selection service available. 

 
We offer a whipping service, make your off  

cuts into mats. 
 

Office -  01963 365724 
Mob - 07968845623 

PESTWRIGHT 
 

Traditional Mole Catcher   
Rats, Mice, Squirrels etc 

 

BPCA qualified and insured 
 

Call Jim on  
 07854 395112 

www.pestwright.co.uk 

Reporting Issues With 
FOOTPATHS or BRIDLE-PATHS       

 
Stephen White, as a Rights of Way Liaison Officer for the 
Dorset Coast & Countryside Service, investigates any issues 
within the parish of Buckland Newton, reporting to Dorset 

County Council.  
His contact numbers are 

01300 345431 or 07773 283764 
If you prefer to report issues directly to the council, you can do 

so by calling 01305 224463 or online at  
 

www.mapping.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/ 
rightsofway/reportproblem/ 
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Buckland Newton Youth Club 
 
Climbing at Oxley Sports Centre with 19 young people from Buckland Newton Youth Club. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cracking afternoon with members of Buckland Newton Youth Club, parents and volunteers, clearing 
and tidying the allotment ready for a second year of growing in 2026.  
There was a beautiful double rainbow too!  
We've learnt a lot about growing with young people this year and will be building raised beds ready for 
planting next spring. Hopefully then they won't walk all over their plantings 
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Buckland Newton Village Hall 

 
Superb light and airy venue for Hire 

Kitchen, Covered Patio, Stage, Bar Area, Disabled Facilities and Wi-Fi 
 Weddings from Ã220   Childrenôs Parties, Local Events and regular hire from Ã12 an hour  

Call Ian Scott (Booking Secretary) for more information 01300 345455                                                         
or bnvillagehall@gmail.com - please use óHall Bookingô in subject title 

 

In the Buckland Newton Book Corneréé 

Hands up who remembers the hit American TV show M*A*S*H?  The 
stories of  beloved characters like Hawkeye and Hot Lips Houlihan  
serving in an army hospital during the Vietnam war and told with a   
clever mix of comedy and pathos can still be watched on Amazon 
Prime TVé.  
 
I couldnôt help but think of this series as I read óThe Womenô by     
Kristen Hannah, which is an extraordinary and captivating account of 
the role of women in the Vietnam war, told through the experiences of 
Frankie, a young nurse from a privileged Californian background. In the 
world she inhabited, she had never considered there could be a        
different path for her life than marriage, keeping house and spending 
her spare time in the country club. However, when sheôs told ñWomen 
can be heroes tooò her desire to earn the respect of her parents and 
follow her beloved brother into a warzone leads to her, rather rashly, 
signing up to the Army Nursing Corp.  
 
Frankie, like many of the troops sent to fight, is little more than a child 
when she arrives in Vietnam a few short weeks later. Inexperienced and totally unprepared for the   
realities of war, Frankie is thrown into her first MASCAL (mass casualty incident) and is immediately 
questioning whether or not sheôs cut out for the job.  She soon builds strong bonds with the women 
sheôs serving with. These bonds are constantly put to the test throughout the rest of the novel and 
were, for me, a beautiful narrative on the strength of female friendships. Thanks to the support and 
guidance from her colleagues, Frankie finds her place and becomes resolute in her mission to do 
some good, to bring comfort to the injured and dying, and to help the Vietnamese people caught in the 
middle of the conflict. 
 
Kristin Hannah paints vivid images of war; especially in the field hospital operating room where, again, 
scenes from M*A*S*H popped up in my mind. As fascinating as it was to spend two years in Vietnam 
with Frankie, for me, The Women really excelled in part two, when Frankie returned home. As I was 
very young at the time of the Vietnam war, I was unaware that those returning from Vietnam to the 
USA were not treated as war heroes but jeered and spat at for their service. Many, left with life   
changing  injuries and struggling with PTSD, were shunned and left with little support. Serving nurses 
like Frankie, when seeking help, were constantly told that there wasnôt any support for them because 
ñthere werenôt any women in Vietnamò. Nursing wasnôt seen as active service.  Theyôd seen the same 
horrors, theyôd lost people they loved, suffered injuries, and been left traumatised, only to find       
themselves written out of history, their service erased. For women like Frankie, there was nowhere to 
turn to, no place where they belonged. Kristen Hannah tells the story of Frankieôs struggle to find     
herself again.  
 
The Women is an epic story about a distressing period in history and at the heart of it, is a story of    
humanity. Itôs about heroic women who made huge sacrifices for their country and is possibly one of 
the most powerful books I have ever read. I highly recommend it.  
                                                                                                                                Karen Whiter 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
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AQUAHEAT SERVICES 
LIMITED 

Plumbing, Heating & Oil Maintenance & Services 
Reliable and professional service at reasonable rates 

No call out charges 
Free quotes with no obligation 

Fully insured 
 

 
Mobile: 07833 580241 
Email: jim@aquaheatservices.co.uk 

Mostly Moths - Pink-barred Sallow 

Season of moths and mellow fruitfulness.  Like lots of people, I love Autumn, 
I also love Spring, Winter and Summer. Itôs a bit like whatôs your favourite 
plant, usually whatever is in flower at the time of asking. We have seasonal 
moths too that I love. Like this little one, a Pink-barred Sallow, with colours 
that mingle with the changing leaves. How clever is that. September and   
October is its time and as its name suggests it likes marshy places, close to 
where Sallows grow, feeding on the catkins as a young larva then plants like 
docks. There are around five other Sallow moths - all of them with beautiful 
Autumn colours.    

                                                                                           Fizz Lewis                                                 

mailto:jim@aquaheatservices.co.uk
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