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The Bit at the Beginning ….

Lydden Vale News Team

The long, hot summer is coming to an end, and it is suddenly getting
dark at 8 in what seems the blink of an eye! In fact, the whole year has
whizzed by – how is it September already?
The dreaded word ‘Christmas’ has been rather casually dropped into
conversations recently. Rather too soon in my opinion, ‘Bah Humbug’,
but Maree Pollard has asked me to mention that details about the
Buckland Newton Charity Christmas Card will be in the October LVN.
We also need to start exercising the ‘little grey cells’ (sorry, I’ve been
reading an Agatha Christie whodunnit) as the Gaggle Pub Quiz resumes
with a new league in a couple of weeks.
There should also be a copy of the Parish Plan Questionnaire with this
months LVN for you to complete. An opportunity for you to have your
say.

Amanda

_________________________________________________________
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The Buckland Newton
Community Website

www.bucklandnewton.com
Your local website for up-to-date
news, events, clubs, groups,
directories for businesses and
services - and information about the
village and its surroundings
(and the online version of the LVN!)
------------------------------

The opinions implied or expressed in this
newsletter are not necessarily those of the
news team nor the publisher. Although every
effort is made to ensure accuracy neither the
news team nor the publisher accept liability
for errors or omissions. Neither the news
team nor the publisher accepts responsibility
for any of the services or events advertised
herein. No responsibility can be accepted for
unsolicited manuscripts or imagery. The
editor reserves the right to modify
contributions. Printed by Sarum Graphics

OUT AND ABOUT
2ND FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB
What a superb meal Lunch Club were treated to on 12th August at The Saxon Arms in Stratton. You
couldn't fault anything - the selection of food was first rate and tasted delicious and the service was also
excellent. Our thanks go to the waiting staff and the chef for looking after us so well. We will return!
Our next meeting is at the Village Hall on 9th September and will be followed by a short AGM. Please let
me know (Susan) if you would like to come and haven't already put your name down, my telephone
number is 345760
Susan Moring

APPLE & PRODUCE DAY
SAT 17th SEPTEMBER 2 - 4.30pm
Buckland Newton Village Hall
Demos of Apple pressing
Expert advice on hand
Displays of apple, tomatoes and other varieties
Recipe ideas for fruit and veg
Swap shop of surpluses
For details of light-hearted competitions see page 8 (for Antony’s account)
TEAS and CAKE
Family friendly activities

Buckland Newton Village Cafe
The next cafe will be on 30th September, last Friday in the month whatever the date, from 10.30 to
noonish at Buckland Newton Village Hall. Homemade cakes and beverages - as much as you’d like for
£1.30 or £1.50 depending on instant or ‘real’.
For free will be all that chat, catching up on those holidays abroad, waiting for flights, baking on beaches
until crisp, trying to ‘hydrate’ with warm water, opening and closing your curtains, opening and closing
your windows, guiltily watering the pots of frazzled (or is it frizzled?) plants - what an action-packed
summer it’s been. And we still have the floods to come I suppose.
PLEASE contact me if you can offer your services as a host and/or cake baker at the cafe. Most people
were away at the end of June and July (obviously doing all the aforementioned).
PLEASE ring me or email me with what you can offer I have spaces to fill September, October,
November, January, February, March, April (not May) June and July. So, I need you…. PLEASE.
Fizz Lewis: froglewis@hotmail.com or 01300 345521

Mon, Tue & Fri

POST OFFICE 9am-12 noon

Buckland Newton Village Hall
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BIG CHURCH CLEAN @Holyrood

It’s that time of year again when the church needs a good clean. The bats and spiders have been active!
So anyone with an hour to spare is welcome to join our small band with dusters and elbow grease on
WEDNESDAY 21st SEPTEMBER
From 2 - 3.30 pm
We each take a different area of the church, and then finish with a chat and cuppa at the end of the
session.
Hoping you can join us!

Jan Burnett (Tel: 348627)

Hedgehog Census Day for Buckland Newton, Duntish and Henley
Numbers of Hedgehogs in Buckland Newton have
increased over the last two years - we’ve often read
about them on Facebook especially with Penny
Darbyshire actively encouraging her ‘group’ and
filming them for the rest of us to enjoy. I know of
several people who have them regularly visiting their
garden, even taking up residence. A little while ago
it was rare to see a hedgehog in this village. So, we
were wondering exactly how many there were
now. Perhaps it would be fun to take a census?
So how would you feel about sitting very quietly in
your garden at dusk (perhaps with a glass of wine/
cup of hot chocolate?) and recording any you may
see and the exact time, address, on a specified
Hedgehog Census Day. Hedgehogs move around usually along regular routes up to a couple of kilometres a night says Penny, so the time is important as
your neighbour may well see yours minutes later! It would be great to get children involved too. Listen
for munching noises, rustling in borders, huffing noises which means two!
Suggested date -17th September just after dusk.
Penny has offered to collate all the information - perhaps plot sightings on a map and she can forward
the information to the British Hedgehog Preservation Society or perhaps the Wildlife Trust, or Living
Record or BTO Garden Birdwatch who I know have been recording hedgehogs over the last two years
and noticed the increase in sightings particularly this year.
Food, which can be a little cat food, dry or wet but not fish, and water in a shallow bowl will tempt them
to include your garden in their nightly perambulations. They will soon find it.
If you are interested in taking part, could you let me know?
Fizz Lewis 345521 froglewis@hotmail.com
__________________________________________________________________________________

Buckland Newton

Can’t get to the surgery, shop, hospital, friend?
Then ring our number.
No journey too short!
To join the scheme, or book a car journey with us, please ring 07733 849264.
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Gaggle Events

Pizzas! - Wednesdays & Saturdays - if you have visited the Gaggle garden recently, you may
have spotted our new shiny airstream complete with new pizza oven (featured in The Times!).
We are planning to regularly make pizzas on Wednesday & Saturday evenings. Check out our
Facebook page and website for latest wood-fired news and menus.

Gig Guide - Saturday 3rd September - as the summer starts to wind down, still a chance to
catch a band in our tipis. Don't miss the fantastic Mother Ukers from 7pm

Pub Quiz - Wednesday 21st September - our popular monthly Gaggle Pub Quiz returns from
it's summer break. The start of a new league! Teams of up to six people, £2 per person or free
if you dine with us first. Book a table for your team.

Barn Dance - we are organising an end of summer Barn Dance. Confirming a few details ...
so keep an eye out for dates and news.

Kitchen Closed - Tuesday & Wednesday 3rd - 4th October - we are closing the kitchen for
a couple of days as we will be attending the awards ceremony for the Great British Pub
Awards! We are finalists in the Best Pub Garden and Best Pub For Families categories. Fingers
crossed!!

Dates for your diaries - the year is rushing around. Here are some key dates for your
Gaggle diaries...

Quiz Nights - 19th October, 23rd November, 21st December
Saturday 29th October - Halloween evening for the spooky kids. Ghostly adventures and
goings-on!
Saturday 5th November - Village Bonfire & Fireworks.
Saturday 26th November - Gaggle Christmas Craft Fayre. Get in touch with Sarah if you would
like to book a stall.
____________________________________________________________________________________
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Beautiful courgettes
GUANCIALE, PARSLEY & SWEET
TOMATOES

If, like us, you have a glut of courgettes and tomatoes and would like some different ideas of what to do
with them – here is a recipe from Jamie Oliver. We also have had a bumper year with cucumbers, but
these aren’t so versatile, so we’ve been eating a lot of Tzatziki!
This recipe can be enjoyed as a side dish, an antipasto, tossed through pasta, piled on bruschetta, or
even baked in a frittata.

SERVES 4 TO 8
COOKS IN 30-55 MINUTES
DIFFICULTY NOT TOO TRICKY
Ingredients
olive oil
1 clove of garlic
50 g piece of higher-welfare guanciale, (cured pig’s cheek) or smoked pancetta
4 firm courgettes
200 g ripe cherry tomatoes, on the vine
4 sprigs of fresh flat-leaf parsley
Method
Place a large frying pan on a high heat with 1 tablespoon of oil. Peel and lightly squash the garlic clove
and add to the pan, moving it around to perfume the oil. Slice the guanciale into rough 1cm chunks and
add to the pan to let the fat render out. Trim the courgettes, halve lengthways, then chop into 2cm
chunks. Stir into the pan, then season with a little sea salt and a good pinch of black pepper. Halve or
quarter the tomatoes, deseed, and add to the pan. Pick, roughly chop and add the parsley leaves.
Reduce the heat to medium and cook for about 15 minutes, or until softened, stirring occasionally. This
gives you a really fresh, delicious courgette dish full of life, just how Nona Maria made it. Or you can
turn the heat down lower and cook it for 40 minutes, so you get a deeper, sweeter, frumpier result,
adding a splash of water to loosen, if needed. Both ways are delicious and celebrate courgettes at their

very best. Just before serving, taste and check you’ve got the seasoning spot on.
Amanda
__________________________________________________________________________________
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Lydden Vale Gardening Club
Summer 2022
Members and their partners had a most enjoyable evening at Buckland
Newton Place, on 10th August as guests of Julian and Lorna Raby starting
with a guided tour of the garden where they had the opportunity to see at
first hand the substantial changes that have taken place over the last 5
years, in part as a consequence of the damage caused by flooding after
heavy rains and autumnal high winds in the last two years, rather a
contrast to the drought like conditions that all our gardens are experiencing
as I write. This fascinating tour concluded with drinks and refreshments on
the lawn, a lovely way to end a balmy summers evening and our summer
events.

Autumn 2022
Our Autumn Programme kicks off with our Apple and Garden Produce Day on
Saturday 17th September between 1.30 and 4.00pm in the Buckland Newton Village Hall.
This is very much a family day with free entry. If you don’t know your apples from your onions, want to
talk to an expert, find out about how to make the best apple juice, the most mouth-watering apple cake,
have a surplus of plants and would like to swap them for something else, or simply enter one of your
vegetables for the ugliest vegetable competition, come along.
There will be child friendly activities, opportunities to buy local honey, hand cream and soap from one of
our members, tastings and a Raffle, so bring your purse!
The light-hearted competitions will be judged by you, the visitor and one of our local experts.
The Classes include,
A Plate of 5 Apples, 5 Potatoes or 5 Tomatoes of the same variety
The longest Runner Bean
The Wonkiest Vegetable
My Prize ???? – this can be any vegetable or fruit that has excelled this year
My best Apple Cake Recipe (with Cake to sample)
We very much look forward to seeing you.
For further details please see the Buckland Newton Community Website
Dates for your diary for forthcoming meetings are Wednesday 12th October, when Eleanor Gallia will
give a talk titled ‘Herbs and Horns’ explaining the part that Herbal Medicine and Biodynamic Gardening
can play in our lives and on Wednesday 9th November , Steve Fry of Castle Gardens will give a talk titled ‘Steve’s Weeds’, a light hearted talk on the part that weeds can play in our garden.
Antony Parson
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In the Buckland Newton Book Corner……
I love old books and recently had a beautiful vintage
(in fact a first edition!) copy of The Enchanted April
loaned to me by Helen Simpson. I handled this one
hundred year old book so very carefully!! First
published in 1922, this novel by Elizabeth von Arnim is
a delightful story of unlikely female friendships and the
power of a blissful escape. It took a few pages to
attune my modern reader’s eye to the style of a book
written a century ago but once I did, I found myself
transported to the 1920’s and thoroughly enjoying the
insight into this era.
Responding to an advert in The Times for a month of
‘wisteria and sunshine’, bashful Mrs Lottie Wilkins,
cheerless Mrs Rose Arbuthnot, formidable Mrs Fisher
and beautiful socialite Lady Caroline Dester each have
their own reasons for wanting to escape their lives to
spend April at the medieval castle on the Italian Riviera. Tensions mount between the group at first,
but as the idyllic spring days tick by, each is slowly transformed by the warm sunshine, beautiful
setting and unexpected company.
Von Arnim skilfully constructed a gentle, yet amusing plot that puts these women and the men in their
lives in both predicaments and good fortune. It is both a heart-wrenching and heart-warming tale and
reads like many classics – parts of it very much reminded me of Jane Austen.
I am grateful to Helen for trusting me with her vintage copy – however, if you wish to escape to the
wisteria and sunshine yourself, recent publications are readily available, especially as the book
celebrated its centenary this year.

Just a thought….
I have now been writing book reviews for the LVN for a year, and looking back I was surprised to notice that of
the books I have reviewed, the vast majority are by female authors. This was not a conscious decision! I have
read many books by male authors, but have shared in the LVN the books I have most enjoyed, found thought
provoking or interesting. It is only looking back that I realised the bias.
However, this realisation has reminded me of an article I read in the Guardian earlier this year where
conversely, Richard Curtis, the well known film maker, spent time during the lockdowns reading books by
female authors “to compensate for 63 years of male bias”. By his own admission, he has been ‘blown away’ by
the novels he has read in the past two years. He states “I have become obsessed by the texture of the writing
and the observation……..I spend my whole time romping through bookshops saying: ‘Why haven’t you got
more Anne Tyler novels on your shelves?’ I’ve had a genuine epiphany in terms of the novels that I read.”
It’s a very interesting article entitled Books by women that every man should read (Guardian, Sat 28th May)
and still available online should you wish to read it.
Karen Whiter
_____________________________________________________________________________
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Country Ways – Strawberries
Wild strawberries are quite fun to find and eat; but they are
the poor cousin to many of the cultivated varieties. The
strawberries which are grown today are the result of
hybridisation. The first of the hybrids was created by
accident about 250 years ago. European plant collectors
had obtained different strawberry plants, some from Chile
and some from North America, and they interbred in their
gardens. Following that people like Thomas A. Knight
began the systematic breeding of strawberries in England in
1817. Similar trials were taking place in America. That was
the beginning of what we have today.
There are many varieties grown today: one of the
supermarket favourites is Elsanta, because of its qualities of resilience, firmness, long shelf life and size.
The more water commercial strawberries get, the bigger they grow and the less flavour they have. There
are varieties which will grow all year round as long as the temperature is correct. But the flavour of a
winter strawberry is questionable!
One thing that country people work out is that to get the best flavour and sweetness, fruits need lots of
sunshine. Then, when they are ripe, they are really red, not orange and when they are fully ripe you can
pull the stalk, and the Hull and pith come out. My mother-in-law used to do that and then clean the
strawberry with the hull and pith. Most supermarket strawberries are picked before they are properly ripe
so that they keep longer and if you want to remove the hull it has to be cut out.

I have not been to farmers’ markets, but I’ve heard it said if you buy strawberries from there they are
sweet and flavoursome. Even buying at ordinary markets and greengrocers you can normally try before
you buy. If you are lucky enough to come across a strawberry “pick your own” farm there should be
some really ripe fruit. To create a strawberry robust enough to survive long transportation perhaps
means the sacrifice of flavour.
Apparently growing strawberries from seed to not too difficult, so if anyone was interested they could try
growing and comparing different varieties. The one year I successfully grew a lot of strawberries it was a
huge battle against the wildlife – that is another large subject for another day!
John Simpson

__________________________________________________________________________________

Bartletts Carpets

Hard Wood Logs for Sale
Ash Beach and Oak, seasoned logs

Carpet and vinyl fitting specialists
supply and fit or fit only.
Home selection service available.

Free delivery within 20 mile radius of
Buckland Newton

We offer a whipping service, make your off
cuts into mats.

Dumpy Bag £70

Office - 01963 365724
Mob - 07968845623

Contact
01963 23733 ~ 01300 345338 ~ 07903 535745
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I hope you are enjoying the summer holiday and managing to cope with the extreme heat. I have been
clearing and sorting my office which has been quite a task after 16 years of being Head teacher at
Buckland Newton and teaching for over 40 years. The last 3 weeks have been a very emotional journey
and filled with so many memories. Today I have had my hand over meeting with Phil Sayles who will be
the Head teacher here from September.
I had no idea that so many of the community had contributed to my wonderful leaving gifts. Thank you
so much for your cards and especially the lovely messages you so kindly sent me on my retirement. I
feel very lucky and was quite overcome by everyone’s generosity. I know many of you contributed
collectively to my leaving presents too. As well as a very generous cheque which I most probably will
spend on a water feature for my pond or even a Pandora bracelet I had a beautiful bouquet, a hamper
full of delicious things and an amazing bowl by one of my favourite potters, Jo Burnell. I also had some
framed pictures, two created by Mrs. Lambert and one of a tree with everyone at schools fingerprints
and a ginormous deck chair with pictures of all the children printed on it. Everyone at school decorated
a leaf with their memories which are all displayed in an album and Oak Class made me a book of
pictures. Mrs. Kelloway wrote a poem about retirement with bars of chocolate instead of some of the
words which was great fun.
I have loved being part of this community and thank you for all your support over the years. I am
responsible for the school until the end of the month and as I live locally will look forward to seeing you
around in the future.
With my love and thanks to you all
Nicki Ralph
Retiring Head Teacher of Buckland Newton CE Primary School

__________________________________________________________________________________
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J. & A. Ridell
Specialists in Carpentry & Joinery
Friendly family business Established since 1970

TONY PERRETT

Contact John or Ann

FENCING CONTRACTOR

Email: john@ridell.co.uk

For all types of garden, paddock & farm

Tel: 01300 348161

FENCING

Holcombe Mead, Alton Pancras,
Dorchester DT2 7RT

Established over 10 years

Free Advice & Quotes

PESTWRIGHT

The Old Stables, Middlemarsh
Tel: 01963 205050

Traditional Mole Catcher
Rats, Mice, Squirrels etc

Mobile: 07971 296 992

BPCA qualified and insured
Call Jim on 01963 362292
or 07854 395112
www.pestwright.co.uk

DOMESTIC REPAIRS

JASPERS
HAIR SALON

WASHING MACHINES  TUMBLE DRYERS
FRIDGES  FREEZERS  COOKERS
DISHWASHERS  MICROWAVES
No callout charge . Prompt, competitive service

Your friendly local salon providing
exceptional results

7 days a week, 24 hours a day

Check out our new website www.jaspershairsalon.co.uk

IAN COOMBS
07572 918745

OPENING TIMES
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Closed
9.00am-4.00pm
9.00am-6.00pm
9.00am-5.00pm
9.00am-7.00pm
8.30am-1.30pm

Don’t forget to ask about our Loyalty
cards and special offers

01300 348 569
Main Street, Piddletrenthide, DT2 7QL
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Lydden Vale Gardening Club
Visit to Ryewater Nursery on Wednesday 20th July 2022
The Club was privileged to enjoy a guided tour of Ryewater Nursery, a rewilding project and butterfly habitat that
was the inspiration of Clive Farrell who started his working life as a solicitor but soon diversified into London
property, whilst maintaining a keen interest in Butterflies having been fascinated by them since seeing one
emerge from a chrysalis as a child. This interest led to the leasing of land from the Duke of Northumberland at
Syon Park in west London in 1981 and the development of the London Butterfly House. A further three butterfly
houses were to follow in the UK along with the acquisition of a beautiful patch of rainforest in the Maya Mountains
in southern Belize where he built a butterfly farm employing local Kekchi and Maya Indians who breed some
thousands of new butterflies every week, including the gorgeous Blue Morpho and Owl butterflies, which are
supplied to displays all over the world, including the RHS Wisley Gardens, and the Natural History Museum in
London.

In the early 1980’s after becoming increasingly tired of London and yearning for a life in the country, where he
could create a nature reserve, the opportunity arose for Clive to acquire the Ryewater Nursery, achieve his
dream, and make his home in Dorset.
Our guide for the tour was Wren Franklin, the manager of the Estate, assisted by his colleagues Matt and Freddy
who acted as guides for the formal gardens and butterfly houses respectively.

At the heart of the near 100 acre Estate is the Old
Nursery with its walled garden and glass houses
and it is here that our tour began and one starts to
see the sense of fun that permeates throughout,
with prisons for plants made of hideous concrete
sewage rings “housing criminals of the plant world”,
including stinging nettles, thistles and a host of
plants that nobody in their right mind would
welcome to their garden. Alongside sit a host of
eccentric sculptures including electric chairs, a
wooden prison bed providing a home for bees, a
giant tap and an exit covered in gold to represent a
golden future release.

(Photo by Antony Parson)

The Orchard and vegetable garden within the walled garden,
houses the operational glass houses and raised beds, all run on
organic principles to provide vegetables for the family and herbs
and spices for restaurants operated by Luke Farrell, Clive’s
son. This part of the Estate also houses the tropical butterfly
house with its plants providing food for caterpillars and nectar
for a .

Cont . . .

(Photo by James Franklin)
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After leaving the formal gardens we passed to the Key Meadow, one of the oldest meadows at Ryewater with a
host of indigenous species and one used as a donor site for other projects. Ryewater Nursery is very much an
ongoing project and after leaving Key Meadow we passed to what was for many years 2 fields set aside as a
feeding area for birds, but which has been reprofiled this year to create a series of wetlands which in part will
seasonally flood and can be crossed by a replica Sweet Track constructed from Sweet Chestnut and providing an
example of the raised walkways used across marshes from neolithic times. A raised causeway through the centre
of this area leads to a grand dry-stone hibernaculum – an overwintering site for bats, butterflies, newts, frogs and
toads as well as home to legions of spiders.
From the hibernaculum we were taken to see the “Recycling Garden”, a round pond at the centre of which is a
giant Brimstone Butterfly egg, the banks to this pond were created from waste vegetation, now edged with reeds
and providing the ideal home for Great Crested Newts
The last part of our tour lead us through a fascinating area of rewilded landscape interspersed with an array of
sculptural artwork ranging from a Neolithic standing stone at the South eastern end, along a raised walk, past the
Marsh with its morass of pools, giant anthills and sculptural queen ants, and the sight of a rich mixture of native
trees, shrubs and diverse ground cover before coming to the Dragon Spiral with its giant face and eggs resting
amongst banks clad in native scrub and a collection of Perry pear and Cider apple trees. This part of the Estate is
bounded at its North-western end by the world’s longest Buddleia hedge planted with a late flowering variety
providing the ideal habitat for butterfly species getting ready for hibernation.

(Photos by Phil Goymour)

Ryewater Nursery offers something for all the family but can only be visited by groups booked in advance. Sadly
our 3-hour visit allowed us barely the opportunity to touch the surface of this fascinating estate which provides a
habitat for 33 British Butterflies, over half of the indigenous species and over 500 moths. It is a wonderful example
of rewilding and what can be achieved with a vision and it’s Clive’s belief that if you get the landscaping right,
nature’s wonderful creatures will come and live with you and if you get it right for butterflies, it will be right for
everything else, including us humans.
We look forward to welcoming Wren Franklin to Buckland Newton as a guest speaker in the New Year, when he
will be giving an illustrated talk with tips on encouraging wildlife into our gardens based on his experience and the
successful practices at Ryewater.
Antony Parson
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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AQUAHEAT SERVICES LIMITED
PLUMBING & HEATING MAINTENANCE & SERVICES
Friendly, reliable and professional service at reasonable rates
No call out charges.
Free quotes with no obligation.
Fully insured.
Mobile: 07833 580241
Email: jim@aquaheatservices.co.uk
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Sheep News
September is with us, and we have it seems gone straight from blazing hot scorching sun to a false
autumn. Environmental stress has caused trees to shed their leaves early to help them to survive the
drought, blackberries have reportedly been seen ripe and ready in June leaving the birds as confused as
we are.
On the hillside the ewes and lambs are struggling just as much with the harsh conditions. They have
done a brilliant job clearing the shrubs and undergrowth from the perimeter of the paddock right back to
the stock fence, clearly having to forage for anything to munch. The grass is dry and parched, it will soon
be time to put the ram back in, so we are supplementing feed with a mineral lick and the winter hay. The
ewes need to be in peak condition to receive the ram and with no grass at all to graze it is a challenging
time for us all. We have been moving the rams around and they are currently living it up on the other side
of the hill from the ewes. This year’s lambs are thriving. We weaned them early resulting in early growth
and they are now almost as big as their Mums. Interest has already been shown in some of the
well-marked rams and they will soon be making their way to their new owners. The smallest, little K.P is
doing so well. As she is so small, she has a strong instinct for survival and is usually the first to get to the
food, she has a lovely nature enjoying a daily head rub at the same time as feeding.
Walking the paths around the village it is surprising to see so many wildflowers still in flower despite the
dry conditions. There have been some stunning colours in the chalk verges on the top of Bladely Hill
(photo on front cover) attracting numerous types of butterflies and other insects. It is well worth the walk
to look down at the changing landscape of the three valleys that we are blessed to live in.

Tria Stebbing

Wild Chicory growing in the chalk

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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My Garden
People (well 1 or 2!) have been asking me how my Prairie border is coming along so I thought I would
give you an update along with photos from before, during and now.
It is actually doing rather well and not surprisingly
really, considering the incredibly hot, dry summer
we have had. Perfect conditions you could say.
The grasses look fantastic along with the Gaura,
which again loves the Mediterranean climate. One
end of the border was a riot of colour early on –
unintentionally – as, along with the deep, wine-red
Penstemon Andenken which I had planted and
taken many cuttings, Red Campion and Pilosella
aurantiaca (commonly known as Fox and Cubs)
had seeded itself producing a carpet of vibrant
pink, orange and red. I have dotted the
Penstemon amongst the grasses and they look
really lovely, adding a pop of colour. Foxgloves have also seeded
themselves amongst the grasses so in Spring there are fantastic spires of
white and pink.
As for the rest of the garden – its depressingly sad looking – no vibrant
colour, just parched grass, droopy foliage and now falling leaves. What is
interesting is seeing what has tolerated the heat and lack of water –
perhaps something to bear in mind when we plant in the future.
Roses for one don’t seem to have been affected, in fact, they are doing
fine and in the case of my rose on the front of the house by the front door
it has gone crazy and keeps on flowering. The Echinacea are quite happy,
and the bees and butterflies are loving it. I
thought the Crocosmia would be ok, but, apart
from one which has flowered really well, they all
came and went very quickly. The Sedum, being
a succulent, is looking good along with the
Echinops. Apart from that, there are a lot of scorched leaves and stunted
growth. We will have to wait until the rain returns to see what comes back and
what has been lost. Perhaps when I take stock I will think about hotter
conditions and get plants that tolerate drought – it will be a new way of
gardening in the future me thinks.
A plant I always loved and eventually bought looked amazing this year.
Eryngium ‘Miss Wilmot's Ghost’ is a biennial so this year it produced its
amazing, rather spiky to downright evil, flower heads in abundance.
Unfortunately, it seeds everywhere but where you want it and its extremely difficult to dig up without
taking everything else with it. I know I gave a few people little seedlings, so I apologise, honestly, I didn’t
know! I made sure, I thought, to cut back the flower heads
before they spread their joy, getting spiked viciously in the
process, but despite being very careful, I could hear and see
hundreds of seeds falling so I’m expecting a forest in 2 years’
time, including in the lawn. Just hope that because it’s been
so dry, they will perish before they have a chance to set and
grow. It is a beautiful plant, and I had hoped it would thrive in
areas of the borders where nothing else grows, but it
obviously has other ideas. On the plus side the bees love it.
Amanda McKenna
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Quality and professional service for all your window
needs.
Steve at DanGina has over 35 years’ experience in the
window industry, along with his team Aaron & Barry they
are dedicated to delivering a quality service.
They offer Full Valet cleans to:- windows, conservatories,
soffits, fascias and gutterings. New to DanGina is Sky Vac:Unblocking guttering from the safety of the ground.
Steve has an extensive knowledge on repairs and
installations on windows, doors & conservatories. DanGina
can carry out work on Commercial, Domestic and
Residential properties. For more information call the
number below or visit our website.
Tel: 01305 835800

Mob: 07969947047

Email: enquires@dangina.com
Website: www.dangina.com
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Pet Portraits - Obliging Hamish
Hamish is a very patient, obliging old
gentleman who lives with Mark Douglass. He
spent most of his life with an old lady and was
in need of a new home after she died. Bella,
Mark’s beloved Golden Retriever had gone
and although he initially thought he would not
have another dog, found the place was just
not the same without one. Along trotted
Hamish, the perfect good companion. With
Mark he has it all, the run of a large garden,
not that he goes very far, his own ‘special’
food and the biggest, comfiest bed you’ve
ever seen. It is believed he has Hungarian
ancestry, he has the look of faded aristocracy
(Transylvanian?), I thought, a lovely, unusual
colour charcoal coat and the most amazing
ears which unfortunately don’t work.
Fizz Lewis

___________________________________________________________________________________

News from Trading Standards: Button Battery Safety
Button batteries are used to power everyday items including car key fobs, remotes, and children’s toys, but if
swallowed, they could badly injure or kill a child.
Button batteries react with saliva to create caustic soda, which is the chemical often used to unblock drains. If a
child swallows a button battery and it gets stuck in their food pipe (oesophagus), it can burn a hole and cause
internal bleeding, or even death. If a button battery gets into the stomach, it can also cause significant tissue
damage.
Larger lithium ‘coin cell’ batteries (about the size of a five pence piece) are the most dangerous. Smaller batteries
can be inserted into places such as ears and noses, causing serious injuries for children if undetected.
Store spare batteries securely and out of children’s reach. Be careful when opening multi-packs of button
batteries to ensure they do not fall on the floor.
Know what products use button batteries and check that the button battery compartment is secure. Put
products with unsecured button batteries out of children’s reach. Under product safety regulations, button
battery compartments in toys are required to be secured.
Educate older children about button batteries including why they should not play with them or give them
to younger children.
Discard dead button batteries straightaway as even dead button batteries can still have enough power to
badly hurt a small child. When you remove a button battery, store it securely, and recycle it properly and
promptly.
Act promptly if you suspect a child has swallowed a button battery, take them straight to the nearest
A&E department or call 999 for an ambulance. Take the battery packaging, toy, or gadget if you can, to
help staff identify the battery. Symptoms may not be obvious. Your child might be coughing, gagging, or
drooling, or pointing to their throat or tummy. Unclear or fluctuating symptoms mean it is important to be
vigilant. Do not let your child eat or drink and do not make them be sick.
______________________________________________________________________________________
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Rose Dennison
Rose was born in London three years before the outbreak of the
Second World War. Her father was a GP (his father also a GP in
London was born on a dairy farm in Southern Ireland) and her
mother, a nurse, helped him run the practice. Whilst on family
holidays, in Bedfordshire, Rose and her two older brothers always
loved helping with the working horses, wagons and harvests on a
nearby farm. Their father retired in the early 1950’s and the family
moved to a farm near Cheselbourne. After studying agriculture at
Seale-Hayne in Devon, Rose went on an adventure with her friend
Clare, a fellow student, ending up in New Zealand where she
worked in agriculture for a couple of years. Her two older brothers
were by now farmers in Dorset. Rose met her husband David
through her brother, another David - the two men were at agricultural college together. Their three
children Clare, John and Jane were all born while Rose and David were renting Stickland Farm in the
middle of Winterbourne Stickland. They moved to Cannings Court in 1969. Rose and David, with
much assistance from Chris Osmond, worked very hard on the dairy farm. They enjoyed planting trees
and and were keen members of the Dorset Wildlife Trust as well as being stalwart supporters of
Pulham church and fete.
The links with Buckland Newton began when John was three. Rose became involved with the newly
formed Buckland playgroup which was started by mums belonging to the Young Wives group. and
supervised by Jane Roy who was to become a lifelong friend. Rose would return towards the end of a
morning to play the piano for a singing session. She subsequently became a school governor followed
by many years as Chair.
Generations of children and parents have fond memories of barn dances and visits to the farm for
wildlife studies. In more recent years Rose ran the After- School Gardening Club.
There will be a Memorial Service on Thursday 15th September at 2.30pm at Pulham Church
And afterwards at Cannings Court Barn for Tea and Cake
****************************************************************************************************************************
“Rose was an outstandingly exceptional person as highly respected as she was much loved. My personal
recollections take me back to the precious time I spent with her sharing our love of the countryside and of
gardens. I have abiding memories of the many dinners we shared either at Cannings Court or at my home ranting away at the state of the world and laughing at other things in equal measures. Her humor and wisdom
put most things to rights. Rose had a far more wide-ranging appreciation of music than I but it was our shared
love of folk music that resulted in many evening outings to local venues – often in challenging winter driving
conditions! The world will be a sadder place without our dear friend - to so many of us -but how very privileged
we all were.”
Pam Lewis
“Rose will be missed enormously that goes without saying. Those who knew her well respected her ‘take’ on life,
straightforward, dismissive of things that did not matter and outspoken about those that did and all with lashings
of her infectious sense of humour. A twinkle from Rose would set you up for the day. I could talk about plants
whether wild or horticultural with her for hours, she would add stories and nuggets of her experience always in a
self-depreciating way too. Her garden stalls and prodigious propagating were legendary, she must have raised
thousands and thousands for charity during her life. We always did the annual Plant Sale perennials stall
together; she’d arrive with her vehicle rammed to the bumpers with greenery. People would ask her for
horticultural advice and Rose would very patiently and willingly oblige. She had a particular hobbyhorse of not
letting the plants go for ‘next to nothing’, the plants had been nurtured by her for months, similar plants in a plant
centre would be ‘three times what we are asking’, she’d say, and every one of her customers always went away
delighted (and probably with far more plants than they’d intended). I have happy memories of her at the school
barn dance - always held in the fabulous Cannings Court Barn. We, FBNS members, would go over there with
brooms to clean up the farmyard beforehand - quite a tall order for us ‘townies’, covered in dust and puffing and
blowing in the heat, and Rose would stand there beaming with delight. “I love the barn dance always get a nice
clean yard”. She was a school governor for 28 years, 12 of those as Chairman. Her energy was outstanding she was involved with so many things. Even when she was wheelchair bound, Pam and I would go to see her
and hear stories of her being taken out into the farmyard by the family, where unobserved she would let off the
break and triumphantly trundle off across the yard, one arm in the air. We thought we were there to cheer her
up but always came away feeling cheered ourselves. She had that effect.”
Fizz Lewis
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Rose . . .A tribute from a member of the Lydden Vale Gardening Club

“The Lydden Vale Gardening Club owes so much to Rose, a founder member in the late 90’s. She was such a
fount of gardening knowledge and with so many contacts across the country, was the obvious person to act as
the programme secretary. She strove for the best speakers and anyone who didn’t match her high standard of
horticultural knowledge delivered with a light entertaining touch with the right amount of information, didn’t get
asked back! Over the years we had some excellent talks and visits all due to Rose.
Her plant stalls were a source of the slightly unusual but ‘good doers’: she would arrive with the back of her car
laden with crates of plants, along with an empty whisky bottle full of milk straight from the bulk tank for our teas.
It was not unusual to see Rose nod off during a talk, remember she was a dairy farmer first and foremost and had
been up milking early and would on her return often have to see to livestock; or have a very late ‘bite to eat’ as
she would have had no time after the afternoon milking for supper before setting out with those plants.
I will miss our forays to Plant Heritage meetings at Kingston Maurward, latterly I always offered to drive as she
was beginning to show signs of not being fully in charge of the car, much I think due to her severe arthritis which
slowed her reactions to any potential hazards.
On a personal note too, I will miss her being at the end of the phone . . . oh do you remember the way she
sounded on her answer machine as if she was in Timbuktu? If I had cooked too much, I knew she would jump at
the chance of coming for an impromptu supper.
The last time I called on Rose just 3 days before she died, I was able to update her on the newly reformed LVGC
which pleased her to think it was showing signs of a new lease of life. She also enjoyed recalling the delights of
Molly Clift’s 100th birthday tea just 3 weeks before, savouring the memory of those scones, cream and jam.
Where to stop . . .The maxim ‘if you want something done ask a busy person’ was made for Rose. It didn’t matter
what it was, she would find time. As a driver for the Car Scheme, she would respond positively when no one else
could be found to answer a plea for a lift. And she had such a spirit of kindliness, often calling on those now
housebound or giving them a ring.
I think Rose was one of the most Self-less people I know, or sadly knew.”

Jan Burnett

“A few years ago, not many, but she was withdrawing from a more active role in her garden (!), Rose learned that
my great grandfather (and then his widow and their son) had farmed at her home, Cannings Court, in the 1850s
and through to the 1870s. She invited us over to show us the house and the garden and the farm buildings and
was both a delightful host and guide, but also very interested to hear about Gaius Follett who had also been
churchwarden at Pulham church. It was a kind gesture but also revealed someone always keen to know about
other people as well as sharing what she knew, and we also enjoyed her garden, of course.
We will all miss her.”
Christopher Sharp

A card that was sent to Rose on her retirement from driving
from the Car Scheme
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Food Quiz
The answers will spell out a place where food may be found.

1. What is made up of a group of two pieces of flat pasta squeezed together with a filling?
2. What Mexican food is a corn tortilla rolled around a filling and served with a savoury sauce?
3. What is the most expensive herb by weight?
4. What is a paste made of ground sesame seeds called?
5. What long black coffee is made from an espresso with added hot water?
6. Which of the five basic tastes is described as savoury, characteristic of broths and meats?
7. What is an Indian side dish made of dahi (yoghurt or curd) together with vegetables?
8. What is a cold sauce made of an emulsion of garlic, salt, olive oil, and often egg?
9. Which brightly coloured flower can be used in salads and stir fries, and is slightly peppery?
10. What herb gives bearnaise sauce its distinctive flavour?

By Simon Spencer
_____________________________________________________________________________

Have you seen these films?
ALIEN
ATONEMENT
BATMAN
CASABLANCA
CHINATOWN
FARGO
FROZEN
GOODFELLAS
GRAVITY
GREASE
JAWS
JUMANJI
LABYRINTH
LINCOLN
PLATOON
POLTERGEIST
PSYCHO
REBECCA
SHREK
SKYFALL
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Wordsearch and Crossword by
The Spencers

Across
9. Lineker sounds as if he’s lost his hair on a biscuit (9)
10. Alias hides the Spanish scout (5)
11. South not cold for a bunch of bees (5)
12.Spread fruit for squash (9)
13. Mr Rubble takes a left to where the stone is kissed (7)
14 Her veal cooked in port (2,5)
17. Mount Conservative member (5)
19. Tack in the midst of happiness (3)
20. Charlie enquires about barrels (5)
21. We are crazy testers (7)
22. Fat around any rope (7)
24. Sign he’s in a reference book (9)
26. Bye-bye Arsenal - Holding time (5)
28. Gets bronze (5)
29. Designated maker read alternative (9)

Down
1. The product of layers (4)
2. Artist returns before first man backs fleet (6)
3. How despicable - a bomb in ale exploded (10)
4. Bloody awful former pupil (6)
5. Shoot and ski for sport rather than boil stew (8)
6. Papa consumed spread (4)
7. Even nibs build a mountain (8)
8. Hindmost pilaster losing jetty (4)
13. County short of money (5)
15.Can Bach key get you a taxi? (7,3))
16. Infected Sid came back and left relieved 5)
18. Fearless I printed anyway (8)
19. Danish traipses about (8)
22. Sheen attraction bears short road (6)
23. State that could be baked (6)
24.Bag the ends of toothpaste (4)
25. Fish after a helper (4)
27. Pop back at the end of Calvados (4)
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Tricky puzzle by
www.sudokuoftheday.com

News from Cerne Abbas Surgery
Carers Drop-In Sessions
There are new drop-in support clinics happening at Dorchester run by Carer Support Dorset and The
Dorset Carers Hub. They take place at 48 South Street, Dorchester DT1 1DQ between 10am – 2pm.
They are dedicated to making sure no carer feels alone and welcome any who would like to go and
talk to them about any caring related concerns.
Winter Vaccination Clinics
We will be holding the following flu vaccine and COVID Booster clinics this year:
Saturday 17th September – Cerne Abbas Surgery (COVID Vaccine Only)
Saturday 24th September – Cerne Abbas Village Hall (COVID and Flu Vaccines)
Saturday 8th October – Cerne Abbas Surgery (COVID Vaccine Only)
Monday 17th October – The Green Man, King’s Stag (COVID and Flu Vaccines)
Wednesday 26th October – Piddle Valley First School (Flu Vaccine Only)
Tuesday 1st November – Cerne Abbas Village Hall (COVID and Flu Vaccines)
All patients wishing to be vaccinated MUST have an appointment booked at one of these clinics, we
will not be able to accept walk-in patients, or provide vaccinations outside of these clinic times.
*Please note that you will need to book separate appointment slots for the Flu vaccine and for
the COVID vaccine. Due to appointment availability, it may not be possible for you to book a
Flu and a COVID vaccine for the same time and/or date but there will be other dates available.
We would encourage all patients to book using the link sent via text message. You will need to enter
your date of birth, and then select the appropriate date range using the box that is displayed.
If you cannot book online, please call Reception after 10:30am.
Eligibility
The following people are eligible for a free flu and COVID vaccination this year:
Anyone over the age of 65 years old, or who will turn 65 before 31st March 2023
People aged 18 to 64 who have certain medical conditions, such as: asthma, COPD, heart
failure, diabetes, a weakened immune system due to disease or current treatment
Pregnant women
All children aged 2 to 3 and Reception to Year 6 as of 31st August 2022 (This will be offered at
school).
Those in long-stay residential care homes
Carers
Household contacts of immunocompromised individuals
Frontline health and social care staff
The additional groups set to be offered the free flu and COVID Booster vaccines in England will be:
all adults aged 50 to 64 years
secondary school children in years 7, 8 and 9, who will be offered the vaccine in order of school
year (starting with the youngest first)
These additional cohorts will not be eligible for the flu jab or the COVID Booster until after
15th October 2022. We ask that you refrain from booking an appointment until 15th September
to allow those at higher risk to book their appointments first.
Gillian Brindle
________________________________________________________________________________

Joan Durrant
Sadly Joan died aged 91 in DCH on 22nd July.
Her cremation took place privately followed later by a Thanksgiving Service at Holy Rood Church,
on Friday 26th August, after which her ashes were interred alongside her husband Ellis.
A full tribute to Joan will be in September’s edition of the LVN.
__________________________________________________________________________________
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Buckland Newton — Holy Rood
Vicar: Jonathan Still, The Vicarage, Back Lane, Cerne Abbas
Tel: 01300 341251
Churchwarden: Jon Sulkin Tel: 07971 277584
Holy Rood is open every day from 9.30am thru’ 5pm for private prayer

Event

September services
Sunday 4 September
Matins at 10am

Saturday – 10 September

Sunday 11 September
Holy Communion at 10am

RIDE & STRIDE
Sponsor your local rider/walker
for inf: - call 07971 277 584

Sunday 18 September
All Family Service at 4pm
Sunday 25 September
Holy Communion at 10am

CHECK OUT THE SELECTION OF BOOKS IN THE CHURCH – £0.40 EACH OR 3 FOR £1.00

ALEX FROST and
JOHN BUTLER

Reporting Issues With
FOOTPATHS or BRIDLE-PATHS
Stephen White, as a Rights of Way Liaison Officer for
the Dorset Coast & Countryside Service, investigates
any issues within the parish of Buckland Newton,
reporting to Dorset County Council.
His contact numbers are
01300 345431 or
07773 283764
If you prefer to report issues directly to the council, you
can do so by calling 01305 224463 or online at

MASTER THATCHERS
5 STREETWAY LANE
CHESELBOURNE

DORSET DT2 7NU

www.mapping.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/
rightsofway/reportproblem/

01258 837538
www.jbmasterthatcher.co.uk

PATRICK NEEDHAM
NCH & ND in Arboriculture
Tree Surgery, Woodland Management
Hedge Trimming

Chipping Service
N.P.T.C. Qualified (chainsaw & spraying use)
Fully Insured

TEL: 07899 924545 or 01258 817382
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BUCKLAND NEWTON PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 13 September 2022, 7.00 pm in the Parish Pavilion

We want your thoughts! Parish Plan Update
In this months Lydden Vale magazine, you will find your Parish Plan Questionnaire which the parish council would like you
to complete. Let us know what is important to you, on matters that relate to the parish. We need your ideas of what the
council could be working towards or what we may be able to influence for the next few years. Obviously we don’t have
unlimited resources so they should be practicable and achievable.
Return your questionnaire to the boxes provided in either the village pub or shop or you can complete online (on parish
council website) and return by 3rd October 2022.
Once we have collated the responses we will discuss at a future parish council meeting and it will be decided which
suggestions to take forward into the next Parish Plan.

Hedges and Trees
The cutting back of highway hedges and trees is the responsibility of the landowner or occupier on whose land
the hedges and trees are growing.

POLICE REPORT
For non-urgent enquiries ring 101 or email
101@dorset.pnn.police.uk

It is the responsibility of all landowners or occupiers to
ensure that their hedges and trees do not interfere with
the safe use of public footways and roadways or obscure
street lights and road signs.

Incidents/Crimes Incidents between 09/07/2022 –
09/08/2022:

If you would like further information, please contact Clerk
for copy of Dorset Council’s leaflet ‘Hedges, Trees and the
highway’

09/07/2022 – 11/07/2022 - Smashed Window
Buckland Newton School

Dorset Council now has a dedicated page on its website which can offer help and advice for people who are struggling with
the cost of living. For many people this situation is new to them, and they have not had to ask for help before, but it is vital
that they get help as soon as possible and don’t wait until their situation is desperate. The page covers the following areas:
Money – debt – benefits available
Access to food
Housing
Support for families with children
Mental health and wellbeing
Energy – water – Phones – broadband costs
Employment.
If you know and one who is starting to struggle, please encourage them to get help as soon as possible.
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/cost-of-living-help

SAND BAGS - Please contact Flood Wardens Doug and Kevin Morse (01300 345707) if you require any.
REPORTING POTHOLES - If you notice a pothole or anything else you are concerned with on the road you are
able to report it yourself on https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/roads-highways-maintenance/report-a-problem
-on-the-road-or-pavement
FLOODING – Issues can be reported via Flood Online Reporting Tool (FORT).
FLY TIPPING – Issues can be reported to Dorset Council Waste Services - https://dorset-self.achieveservice.com/
service/DWP-Report-fly-tipping-in-Dorset
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PLANNING
P/FUL/2022/04513 – WEST BRIDGE FARM, KENNELS LANE, MIDDLEMARSH, DT9 5QL
Erect agricultural building
Comments by 16 August – No objection – The Parish Council would like any internal or external lighting and its control
system be situated and of a type which does not cause light pollution. Halogen flood lighting should not be used.
P/HOU/2022/04854 – BUCKLAND NEWTON PLACE, CHURCH OF THE HOLY ROOD JUNCTION TO JUNCTION CRANES
MEADOW, BUCKLAND NEWTON, DORCHESTER, DT2 7BX
Erection of Greenhouse
Comments by 29 August
Dorset Council, in line with their agreed Statement of Community Involvement, will no longer be sending out neighbour notification
letters for planning applications, unless they are specifically required by legislation. All applications will continue to be publicised via site
notices, and press notices are also used where required by law. Details of all applications are also published online, and they will
continue to consult statutory organisations and town and parish councils. Dorset Council are at present asking applicants and agents to
help by displaying site notices on the Councils behalf.
Please note that these are applications known about up to the 16th of the month; others may be submitted after this date, therefore
check the Parish Council Website. Planning applications can also be reached from the Community Website by clicking on the Parish
Council or Planning Tab.
Planning applications can be viewed on the Dorset Council website. To view all applications listed under Buckland Newton Parish, use
the advanced search page and select Buckland Newton under the Parish drop down.

YOUR COUNCILLORS ARE:Chair
Vice Chair
Councillors

Flood Warden

Mark Needham
Mick Ames
John Baker
Sheila Crouch
Andy Foot
Roy Godwin
Christina Manny
Chris Osmond
Lin Townsend
Doug Morse
Kevin Morse

01300 345293
01300 345497
01300 345386
sheilacrouchbnpc@gmail.com
01300 345511
01300 345438
01300 345771
01300 345326
01300 345306
01300 345707
01300 345707

Rights of Way Liaison Officer Stephen White
Parish Clerk
Sarah Mitchell
Chalk Valleys Ward - Dorset Council – Cllr Jill Haynes

01300 345341
01258 817288 / bucklandnewton@dorset-aptc.gov.uk
01300 341277 / cllrjill.haynes@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

Jobs completed:
The Parish Pound has been mown
The triangle by church has been mown
Telephone Kiosk by Gaggle of Geese
has been cleaned

Please note that the rubbish bins around
the village are for incidental rubbish. Dog
mess should be bagged, taken home and
disposed of in your general rubbish bins.
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YOUR NIGHT SKY – SEPTEMBER 2022
Did any of you manage to spot any of the Perseid meteor shower last month? I managed to spot a
couple in spite of the full Moon. One was really quite bright.
September night skies are about as long as the daylight hours with the autumn equinox on September
23rd. The lovely Milky Way is still prominent crossing the sky from northeast to southwest, always an
amazing sight through binoculars. We are so lucky in Buckland Newton to have dark skies but we are in
danger of losing them from outside lights which are not properly shaded. Don’t let your outside lights
shine upwards or shine outside of the area they are needed to illuminate.
This month’s constellation is Aquarius (The Water Carrier). This constellation lies in the southern sky
below the constellation of Pegasus.

This is a view of the September southern sky at around 11 pm in the evening.

AQUARIUS.
Aquarius contains a couple of interesting things to see. The first is M2. This is a lovely globular cluster of
thousands of stars which are visible as a fuzzy spot of light through a pair of binoculars. Next is the Helix
Nebula which can also be seen through a pair of binoculars as a cloud about half the size of the Moon. It
is the largest and closest of planetary nebulas to the Earth and is 700 light years away. Planetary
nebular are clouds of gas and dust illuminated by the star which they surround. They can by either the
material from which planets are forming or the debris thrown off by the star when it is coming to the end
of its life. The star at the centre of the Helix nebula has used all of its fuel and is dying.
Cont . . .
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THE PLANETS THIS MONTH. Saturn is in the south south-west and sets around 03.30pm. Jupiter is
bright in the south south-east and is visible all night long. It is closest to the Earth on September 26th.
You should be able to spot the four Galilean Moons with binoculars and the cloud belts with a small
telescope. Mars now rises at around 10pm and is below the star cluster the Pleiades. Venus is a brilliant
morning star, rising at around 5:30am. Mercury is too close to the Sun to be seen.
THE MOON. Full Moon is on September 10th with New Moon on September 25th. On September 8th the
Moon will be to the lower left of Saturn. On the 11th the Moon will be close to Jupiter in the south-east.
SPECIAL EVENTS. I am going to mention Uranus this month as it can be spotted with binoculars on the
night of September 15-16th starting at around 10:27pm when the Moon passes in front of it. It reappears
at 11:20pm. The times may be a little later here as these times are for the Greenwich meridian. Uranus
will appear to travel from the west of the Moon to the east. This will happen again in December.
Surprisingly, these events are rare, the last one being in 1953.
If you have, or are thinking of buying a telescope, and need any observing or technical advice, I can be
contacted on (01300) 345485 or at keithmwright@compuserve.com.
The times when you can see the Space Station can be found at: www.heavens-above.com. The free
App called “Sky Map” which can be used on a tablet computer or smart phone will help guide you around
our night sky. You need to have the GPS enabled on your phone or tablet for the best results.
Keith Wright
__________________________________________________________________________________
Quiz Answers
Restaurant

1- Ravioli
2. Enchilada
3. Saffron
4. Tahini
5. Americano
6. Umami
7. Raita
8. Aioli
9. Nasturtium
10. Tarragon
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