
 

 

 

 

Buckland Newton Church – The Bell Ringers and Ringing 

Every tower needs a band or team of ringers, which links into a tradition going back over 600 years.  

Of the current band, 8 ringers live in the village, 6 of whom were taught on these bells.  Ringers 

from Mappowder and Hazelbury Bryan join us for practice nights and ringing for celebrations and 

services. 

 

There is no ‘typical’ ringer or reason why people learn to ring.  You don’t have to be strong or musical 

but being well co-ordinated helps – if you can ride a bike you should be able to ring bells. 

In our band we range in age from mid-30s to early 70s – it is not uncommon for people to be ringing 

in to their 80s, especially if they started when they were young. The newest members to join the 

band have been learning for about 3 years, prompted to join after the bells were re-hung; it is 25 

years since Nick, the Captain, started and over 50 for Jane. 

Ringing is an activity where you can make progress all the time.  The first step is to ‘handle the bell’, 

which means being able to control a bell weighing several hundred kilogrammes with a piece of rope. 

This sounds very difficult but it is made easier because all bells hung for ringing in the UK have a 

large piece of wood or metal at the top, which is attached to a wheel so that the bell can be con-

trolled and rung at different speeds. Very few other countries in the world hang bells in this way 

and that’s what gives our bells such a unique sound.  ‘Rounds’, when the bells sound like a scale, comes 

next, followed by ‘call changes’ when one of the ringers tells the others what to do.  Some ringers go 

on to ‘method ringing’ where the bells change their speed and move position in a pattern which 

changes at every pull. Next time you hear church bells you could try to listen out for a scale or a 

more complicated pattern of sounds. 

If you’d like to know more about ringing or would like to have a try, speak to any of the ringers or 

just come up to the tower on Wednesday evening, between 7.30 and 9pm.  Any telephone enquiries 

please to Nick on 345386 or Jane on 345477. 

As bell ringing can be thirsty work, a drink and some cheesy chips at the Gaggle of Geese is often 

necessary! 

Jane Willis 

 

 

Some of the Buckland 

Newton Band, from left – 

Brian, Ricky, Jane, John, 

Nick (Tower Captain), 

Stephen and Andy. 


